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he research _i-mt'lhi] of Govt. Arts & Science College,
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it comes laden with rich contributions from the eminent
scholars and academicians in and outside the college. The
magazine, [ hope, will provide a worthy and useful reference
guide to the rescarchers and interested scholars. 1 am happy
that the academic community of the college has responded in
a vibrant manner to this venture contributing research articles
of high quality. I take this opportunity to praise all those
hands and hearts that worked behind this journal for their
yeoman service in p-rm.{urlrm a really worthy issue of the

research journal.
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E as death in

tion and the effect of any covariates. The
strength of this estimation is that it is easier and
estimated survival curves are smoother as they
draw information from the whole data. In addi-
tion, it i possible to do more sophisticated
analyses with parametric models, such as in-
cluding random effects or using Bayesian
methodology to pool sources of information,
The main drawback to parametric methods is
that they require extra assumptions.

Nonparametric analysis is used to analyze
data without assuming an underlying distribu-
tion which avoids potentially large errors
broughtabourby making incorrect assumptions
sbout the underlying distribution. However,
nonparametric analysis usually penerated much
wider confidence bounds than those calculated
via parametric analysis and predictions outside
the range of observations are not passible, Ka-
plan = Meier (KM) estimator, also called prod-
uct limit estimator is commonly used to get the
survival funcrion of lifetime data.

In the present paper parametric and non
parametric methods were used for cancer sur-
vival data analysis. Section 2 describes survival
function, hazard rate function and cumulative
hazard rate functions, Various survival distribuy-
tions are briefly reviewed in section 3, Section 4
describes the nonparametric methods for ana-
lyzing the survival data, We illustrate the appli-
cations of parametric and nonparametric meth-
ods 10 cancer survival datasets in section 5. Fi-
n:l]y; some concluding remarks are given in sec-
Hon 6.

2. Functions of Survival Time

Survival analysis is a branch of statistics
which deals with analysis of time to events, such
organisms and failure in

i mﬂ!ﬂﬂlmﬁuwhulmdyﬂ; attempts
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to answer questions such as: what i th
" Prope,

VE pasty e,
4 “'hltri
they die or fail? Can multiple T *
4 i 1IPIE Causes ’de .
! 5
ith g,

failure be taken into accounts Hnwdupq ; |
circumstances or characteristics in.r;l':.-.u|.,,-r|::":ul:II
erease the probability of survivals =8

The survival function denoted by 5(y) 5
hinedas 87¢)= Bf T > ¢}, where tis 'i-[]l';'lf rin;f ?{
a random variable d:m:ting the time ut'd:::r:
That is, the survival function is the ?;ﬂhabi:h;
that the time of death is later some :pe;j[;.::i
time t. The survival isalso called the survivy
tunction or survivership function in problems o
biological survival, and the reliabilisy ﬁml:'tim:
in mechanical survival problems, |

The lifetime distribution function, conven-
ridnally denoted Fis defined as the co mpliment
of the survival function,

tion rrj'drﬁ::pll]ati11|1 which wi]] Suryi
titin time?* Of those that survive, g

Fi)=P(T<y=1-5Sn. (2.1)

If F is the differentiable then the derivative,
whichis the d:nsiry function of the lifetime dis-
tribution, is conventionally denoted £,

3
1)) = F'(9) = SF(1). e
The function £ is sometimes called the event
density;iris the rate of death or failure events per
unit time. T he survival function can be ex-
pressed in terms of distribution and density

function,

(2.3)

8() = P(T>0 =], f(w)du=1-F0.
Similarly, a survival event density functiof
can be defined as,

24
S0 =5 J;" f)du =5 [1 - F]=~ it |



The hazard function, conventionally denot
gdhgh'lt}.ﬂmnﬂ“mfrﬂ: 8t tirme
conditional on survival until time tor later (that

i, T2,
|
a = i o PEESIENG (0, _ 41y 125)

Trapecifies the instantaneous rate of death o
fgilure ut time £, gven that the individual eur-
vives up till time £ [t describes the way in which
the instantancous probability of death forsn in-
divsdunl changes with time. The shapes of the
hasard functions may be qualitatively quite dit
ferent. Insome cases, there may be reasons to re-
eerict conwideration of models with non-de-
cremsing hazard functions, or to choose a distri-
bution with 8 so-called "bathtub-shaped” fail-
ure rute distribution to describe human popula-
o,

The hazard function can alternatively be
represented in terms of the cumulative hazard

 function,conventionally denoted:
H{r) = ~dog 8(t). 26)
So transposing signs and exponentiation
86t) = expl- HI), @7
ortiflcrosiating (viththechuinnde)

Weibull, and logroemal distribution. The sur-
vival finction, harard function md the maxi-
e hikelihond ¢ etymation of the parameters
are i weedd

1.1 Exponentisl Distribution

The simplest and moat important distriba-
v i u"ﬁvql H'urliﬂ. i !h#f'rp‘tﬁ#:‘l ol dvwrry
bition When the mrvival time [ ol the ex
Thln{!nl'ni distribution with paramerer A, the
probability density function (pdf) s defined o=

h-.' z,.l r]'tul

ru..n-{. -
Here & > 0 s the pumu‘r:rnfﬂ'rhﬁm#u*
tion,often called the rase purameter.
The survival function 5(t) for the exponen-

3.2

S(t: )=, 0,1>0
The failure rate (or hizard rase) s gven by

(e 2) =4, 4> 0. s

The exponential distribution is chasacter-

h-dbrlmnnthuudnukmmhpamm—

-:Ahilhlnhuhu!hnihighﬂiﬂdﬂhﬂ

survival; a low A value indicares low risk and
long survival

The maximum likelihood estimate for the

The Weibull distribanion i o geocealisatios
ﬂhwmmm

e B
.
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the exponential distribution, it does not assume
a constanthazard rate and therefore has broader

application.
The probability density function of the

Weibull distribution is

F-1 (3.5)

fliy.a) = E{i} exp(—(t/a)?),

where, ;o 5 0, y 118 the shape parameter
and is the scale parame-

ferof the distribution.
The survival function S(t) for the Weibull

distribution is;
(t) = exp(~t/a@) 4> 0,y=0, a > >0
The failure rate (or hazard rate) is given by:
Bty =yt-D  y30,p50  OD

The maximum likelihood estimator for the
parameter given yis:
1
&= SFiy(tf —tf)

where b >ty >0 > goire the Margest ob-
served samples.

The maximum likelihood estimator foryis:

o i tn Inity] (3.9)
pi = Ehes(tf tnei=tk ty, ] __?:Elmﬂmn_

bl - w
3.3Log-normal distribution

Alog-normal (or lognormal) distribution is

& continuous probability distribution of  ran-

dom variable whose logarithm is normally dis-

(3.8)

tributed.
The probability density function of a log-
E normal distribution is:

[t a) = ﬁg.—%' >0, [3.-1{]'}
i wherep > (s the Jocation paraneter and
a>0 iiﬂut:cafrpdrmmrdﬁhedhtﬁbu:iun.
The formula for the survival fune-

ton of the lognormal distribution is:
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; i imir- )
S{tpo)=1- 'ﬂ{—-;-"-:l. L iexp Elt,l

where s the cumulative distriby
tion of the normal di.-;trii-uurium. ",
The formula for the hagaed funcei,
tion

lognormal distribution js: oftl

kit p.o) = '—-L-H"_I"' '_'_'":":: ] ca G

o TR L B g, i
where @1is the cumulative distribugiog ik
tion of the normal distribution. .
The maximum likelihood eStimatoss of
log-normal distribution Parameters i andﬂm,;

p=unt g Dwcpi B0
4. Non P::Lra.metﬁr:ﬂppmuh

Nonparametrie analysis is used to anglyz
data without assuming an u ﬂiitrl}'ingdismh: s
tion. K-l[!l lan—M eier K}L” estima tor, also called
product limit estimator isa com monly used
non-parametric method,

4.1 Kaplan-Meier Estimate (Product:
Limitestimate)

From a set of observed survival times (in-
cluding censored times) ina sample ofindividu-
als, we can estimate the proportion of the pope-
lation of such people who wouldsurvive a given
lengthof time using the method called theprod:
uct limit or Kaplan-Meier method. Let the sur
vival times of n individual be ty <ty S Shas
nthenthe Kaplan - Meieres-

tinate of the survival function is: A
(4

i{!} - Hmbﬂﬂ,rﬂ:nnﬂnml. =0,
This is a step function that decreases by I]"'"'
justafter each observe lifetime ifall observate?
are distinet. More g:n::aﬂf,if there are d lii;
time equal tor, the ¢t drops byjust pafft-::‘ir
of Kaplan - Meier estimate of the ELIH"J«"’”l_ i

tion is a series step of declining magn'™




When the sam F'I" S1ZE i lﬂl"gt enough with re-
spect to the population, Kaplan- Meier estimig-
tor approaches the true surviyul fanction for the
Fu[-n_;];:inn-

Censored survival times oceur it the event of
interest (i.e., death) does not occyr tor apatient
during the study period. When dealing with
censored lifetime data, some modification of

| (4.1)3s necessary, since the number of life times

greater than or equal 1o t will notgenerally be
known exactly. The modification described here
is called the product-limit (PL) estimate of sur-

| vival function, or the Kaplan-Meier (KM) esti-

TATE:
Suppose there are n individuals and k dis-

tinct failure times ty < ty< ., .« .- ,ctdﬂa

be the number deaths at time 6 Letn: be
numberof individuals at risk at time 1., thar jsthe
number of individuals alive and uncensored just

prior to time tf. [fa ce nsoring time isa t, they ane
assumed to be censored Just atrer the
deaths Then the Kaplan-Meier estimator for
the survival function i

(4.2)

3. Applications

In this section we discuss the applications of
parametric and non parametric methods for an-
alyzing the cancer survival data. In section 5.1
we discuss parametric anafysisof cancer survival
dara using exponential, Weibull and lognormal
distributions. Maximum likelihood method of
estimation is carried out using the R Package. In
section 3.2 we discuss non parametric analysis of
cancer survival data by Kaplan-Meier Product
limit Method [ 2]using SPSS Package.

5.1 Parametric Analysis of Survival data

Firting of Remission Time
E 1
=i
0 20 40 L o
Fitting of Remission Time

' (green line) distribution for remission time data.

Figure 5.1: FirrodNormal (cyan dash-dot), exponestial (red dot), Weibull (Shue dash) and lognormal
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mumm 5 e 5
 Dhstribution Th.'!!'_d:ﬂl;'t (I .,,, wiine T J
El_llﬂ 0.1908 1= IM B
Fxpomential 009 | .n.‘h;':' : ';
Lognormal 0.0659 0.5919

The data set contating a setof remission times
from 137 cancer patients. These remissiontimes 5.2 Non Parametric
are & subset of the data from a bladder cancer  Analysis of Cancer Survival dara
study, taken from Elisa T. Lee, John Wang Here weused data from thirty melapomapa
(2003}, ticnts (stages 2 to 4) for comparing the im-
Herewe firted Normal exponential, Weibull ~ munctherapies BCG  (Bacillus Calmerss-
and lognormal distribution for the remission  Guerin) and  Corynebacterium  parvum
duta and is given in figure 5.1. The Q-Qplotis  (C.parvum) for their abilities to prolong remis-
li-uhipnﬂ.wdnﬂ- wion duration and survival nme. The age, gender,
diseuse stuge, treatment receiveud, remission du-
ration, and survival ime in months are given in
data, taken from Elisa T. Lee, John Wang
(2003).

5.2.1 Comparison of Survival time
We estimate and plot the survival curves ua-
mmmmmuhm-a-'
. matethe proportion of patients whe will servive
' um.wmﬂmmm
d survival times (uncensored dara) uaing Kaphn -
mmmmumuh
ﬂrmm-ﬂﬂﬂn—ﬂm—_ﬂ
and C parvum are given. Pair wise

M I.“"'.n. “.F W 1 ur*rw
# comparison of srvival iime using Log Rank

i‘-l"f-w iAok
irr-l | e — |
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Table 5.3: Survival Table |
] e . - |
| Status | Cumwmw

- atthe Time ( for
Treatment Time = —-—.___q____-_\m%
‘ Estimate | Std Eyrgy
|
3.900 ' 1.00 | 0.833 n.ﬁ
' 5.400 1.00 0.667 0.192
-
7.900 1.00 0.500 0.204
10.500 1.00 0.333 0.192
16.900 1.00  0.167 0.152
19.500 1.00 0.000 0.000
6.900 2.00 0.900 0,095
7.700 2.00 0.800 0.126
| |
0.145 |
|
0.155
0.158 |
0.155 |
0.145
i i
0.126 '
S
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Figure 5.3 given below plots the estimared
1 survival function for patients receiving the two
treatments{uncensored data). The median sur-
¥ vival time (50-percentile point) for the BCG
* group can also be determined graphically. The

survival curves clearly show that € parzum pa-
tients had slightly better survival experience
than BCG patients. For example, 50% of the
BCG patients survived at least 18.2 months,
whereas about 61% of the C parvum patients

Mean Survival time in months > |
Treatrment = | 95% Confidence Interval
Lstimate Std. Error . —t d
.. | e _L_.GWcrEuuml _.T.Jppu Bound
!_BCG 10.683 2.570 | 5.647 15.720
| C.parvum 13,560 2.086 | 9,472 117648
Overall 12.481 1.608 9.329 15.633
|
(Mantel-Cox) and Breslow (Generalised 6. CONCLUSION

In the study we identified suitable paramer-
ricand non parametric model for cancer survival
time and remission time dataset, We analysed
the daraset containing the remission nmes from
137 cancer patients taken from Elisa T, Lee,
JohnWang {2003 ). We firred Normal, exponen-
tial, Weibull and lognormal distribution for the
data, Maximum likelihood method of estima-
tioniscarried outusing the R Package. Foriden-
tifying the best model for the data we used Kol-
mogorev-Smirnov test. The p-value for Log-
normal distribution is greater than that of nor-
mal, exponential and Weibull distribution.

C.parvum
Trearment Chi-Square Sig.
[ TogRank 0,603 0.438
e 0793 0373

CLAVIVAL AMALYSIS OF CanCER. | 1
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Survival Functions
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0.0
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I | b il
0 5.0 10.0

I T A, J
15.0 20.0 25,0

Survival _ time
Figure 5.3; Survival curves of patients receiving BCG (blue) and C. parvum (green),

Hence from Ko lmogorov-Smirnov test, the
lognormal distribution is good fit to the data
set.

Also we analyzed thirty melanoma patients
(stages 2 10 4) to compare the immunetherapies
BCG (Badllue ¢ almette-Guerin)  and
Corynebacterium Parvum (C.parvum) for their
abilitics o prolong remission duration and syp-
vival time taken from Elisg T. Lee, John Wang
(2003). We compared the homogeneity of the
tWO treatment groups with TESPECT to survival

Hme, remission time, age and gender.

The survival and hazard curves clearly show
that C.parvum patients had slightly better sur-
vival experience thap BOG patients, For exam-

Ple, 50% of the BCG patients survived at lease

18.2 months, whereas ahout 619 of the

C.parvum paticnts suryived thar long Then we

lﬂ-lﬁmmrs-iicmcmm

-

checked the homogeneity of the rwo treatmen

groups with respect to age and gender. From th

two-sample t-test there is no si gnificant differ
ence with respect to age and from the Kol
mogorov-Smirnov test, Mann-Whitney U tes
and chi-square test, there s no significant differ-
ence with respect to gender,

Thus we conclude that lognormal distribu-
tion is better parametric model for the cancer
data sets we have studied. Using the lognormal
assumptions further modeling of the data canbe
done. Non parametric methods like Kaplan-
Meier (KM) estimator, Kolmogorov-Smimo®
test, Log Rank (Mantel-Cox) and Breslo
(Generalised Wicoxon) werehighly useful for
identifying difference between the treatmes!
effects with respect to the survival times.



Hazard Function

Survival_time
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Figure 5.5: Hazard function of different treatment study.

Figure 5.4and 5.5 plot the survival curve and hazard curve of two treatment study respectively. The
urvival and hazard curves clearly show that €. parvwm patients had slightly better survival experience
han BCG patients.
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1893) appears as a fine literary ensemble capi-
le of communicating the (un)'certinties in-
wolved in the conversion of lower-castes in to
Christianity in a traditional caste-Hindu
Colony. It owes toa greatextent to Mes, Colling'
English work, The Slayer Slain (88), written
‘much before Appu Nedungadi's Kundalatha
(1887 or the celebrated Indulebba (1889) of
Chandu Menon. $8—a novel about conversion
?,-‘md caste, written during 1859-1862 and pub-
lished serially during 1864-65 was anonymous-
1y translated and published in Malayalam as
Ghathabavadham (GV) in 1877. The novel un-
der our current purview Saraswarhi Vijavam
(hereafter §7) addresses the issues of caste dis-
ability and the possibilities of colonial moderni-

.-'r‘l'r-

WNot enough artention has been paid to the
English-Malayalam and race-caste equations
involved in the connections between 8§F and
SS8/GV. Mrs. Collins, as she “translates” Unele
Tem't Cabin into the 88, can be eredited with
transplanting an English novel into Malayalam
speech-area, The blurb in 55 when irwas first
serialized proclaims:

*...from the penofalady.. .. Intended for

the instruction of the young; and is now

publishedin English, partly asa tribute to
her memory; and partlyin the hope, that,
should it be thought sufficiently interest-
ingand instructiveitmay one day assume

a vernacular dress™ (Emphasis Added)

SS later did assume a vernacular form in GF,
but it was §¥ that made sure that the ‘dres? did
actually becomes ‘vernacularized’ or suit the
body-politic, for colonialism and race remained
4 blind-spot for Mrs, Colling’ desired transfor-
mation. Hence, itis Kunjambu's novel thatactu-
ally atternipts to fulfill the demands earlier raised
by 857 In fact, SV deviates from §8in its Fram-

ing of the issue. If §§ narrativizes the virtues of a
complete conversion into ‘true’Christianity,and
modernity, so much that ‘the slaver' inside the
villainous Syrian Christian landlord is slain’by
the piety and mercy that the “slaves"embody, SV
stresses not on the conversion of the Pulaya,
which has sacio-political historic specificity,but
rather on the politico-cultural need tor the
Brahmin, and, consequently, the Hinduism to
convert, not so much to Christianity, as into a
‘vernacular (but a colonized) modernity”. With
these initial remarks, what follows is a brief dis-
cussion on the connection between lower-cast-
ness and conversion on the basis of certain ex-
cerpts from the novel SV,

Casteness and the Society

Saravwathi Vijayam; a short novel with just
eight chapters, describes a caste sociery seen in
Malabarduring the larterpart of the 19th centu-
ry going through colonial-modernity, Conver-
sion is central theme in S¥. Religious conver-
sion, combined with education, serves as a trope
for modernity in the text and we also witness
Kunjambu's unqualified embrace of colonial
modernity through the plot of the novel. This is
presented as an alternative to the feudal caste-
society which is rejected. The novel clearly
draws the shape of the caste-society through the
narrative. This happens through the characteri-
sation of two characters who serve as contrasts.
One is the “upper” caste character, Kuberan

Nambudiripad. He stands for the power and ar- g

rogance of the Brahmin in a caste society. The

novel is quite vocal inits rejection of Brahmanic

religion in the context of “lower” caste slavery:
“Iny that area all the land belonged to Ku-
beran Nambudiri, Apart from this prop-
erty, this Vedic Brahmin counted among
his moveable assets the Pulayas: thatclass

AN ESCAPE TO VICTORY. CASTE AND CONVERSION |2 |
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of humans whom he regarded as mlec-

chas....

Kuberan Nambudiripad represents this
castesociety inallits gloryand hideousness. The
ey ﬂ.nddkwnlfh. along with the power is dis-
played in his body itself. The clothing is not
“modern”but shows his caste statusas a Brahmin
in society. In contrast to the Brahmin's life is the
life of the Pulaya, wms:nt{d by Marathan, the
lowest in the hierarchy. The following is the de-
scription of Marathan's dwelling place:

“At six feet to 2 £0/7, the hut was three £ols

in length and two to two and a half 4o/s in

width. It had three rooms of which one
was used as kitchen. None of the rooms
had any windows. The entrances to the
rooms and to the hut itself had neither
frame nor doors. There were only screens
of palm leaves woven rogether. Two en-
trances opened to the east and to the
north. The latter was used to enter the
kitchen from the ourside. The walls were
nearly nine feet in height and had not
been smoothened. There was no court-
yard or space in front of the house.
Around the hut there was some land ex-
tending six feet from the eastern wall and
about three feet on the other sides. There
was & twelve feet deep pit which had been
dug to serve as a well. The accumulated
dirton the edges of the pitcould very eas-
ily flow into the water. Since the kitchen
had a hearth and pots, no one could sleep
E in there”, 10
= Therewas the right to question and punish
th:']mu’ﬂmhyﬁmm higher in hierar-
E chy, lik Nambiars who were the
managers/caretakers of the Brahmin land-Jord.
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unconscious immediata]y
LA BOnEETY
asked angrily and l-:u:ki..j thtgﬁ_l::unhﬂr
force of the blow made the Pu];i.al
over, and fell Unconscious gy th  hey
MNambiar ran back to the }-.i;mhm"-_ P
angerunabated™)
IIL{j'-T- rf‘:“ .r}ml: t_hc Ian.:lilurd would haw,
posed this kind of behavior from his ¢y b
the Nambiar, Thus, the novel seem, Wyge 4]
: u
an alliance between the various h”F’Fﬂ'"cm:
the cruel treatment meted out 1q the '[;'mqlt::
able s. When he heard of the P"—'“[5h!ﬂcn[|.t
mankutty Nambiar gave the singet, the HL-:
budiripad says:
“A good punishment! It is overseess ke
vouwhodeserve the food that vou re giv-
en- S0 that Cheruma won't survive wij
he? You are sure? Or do youwant to check
again? None of his kin should be allowed
to live here anymore. Anyway, as soon a
we get back to the llam, I will give you
two mundus, "2 I
The novel delineates the shape of untouchs
bility very clearly:
“The Nambudiri stood 64 feet away from
them and began to interrogate them. Ra-
mankutty Nambiar asked the questions
as if it was beneath the dignity of the
Nambudiri to do so, or that he would be
rendered impure if he spoke directlywith
the Cherumas™,

-..-l:l.', whoare YOU t0 sin

Thereisno way an Untouchable can think? E

escaping this system, since education, the onl
way of escape, was not allowed. In fact, there &
clear indications that it is prohibited. Eﬂhﬂ;
Nambudiripad comments in respons¢ © p
Collector's question regarding the educa®®”
the Chandalas in his area:

“Chandalas! A fine Question! Even

e - - TR T e

3
r
!
I
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Sudras should not be allowed to learn, let
alone those lower than them [ ...] there
may be two or three thousand in num-
ber. They don't own property and neither
:hm.l].d ‘Ih!}‘ |.* - I Chnnd:lu:. cannot be
owners of property.”H4

The ritual prohibition against learning,
which would have been the only way out for the
slaves, is quite clear:

*“You are not supposed to learn how to
read and write, If you educate yourself,
not only you, but the entire country will
be stricken with poverty. Don't you see
that the rainfall has decreased? We get
only thunder and lightning these days. If
you goagainst the religion of the rishisis-
n'titinevitable that all of thiswill come ro
pass? Ayyo! Ayvo! What are these mlec-
cha white men up to? They will be satis-
fied only after they have set the country
on fire."1*

People and their‘converting spaces.

The novel is primarily not about the descrip-
tion of 4 society, but the changes brought about
by colonial modernity. The prime example of
change is seen in the Untouchable character,
Marathan who later resurrects as Yesudasan (al-
s0, Jesudasan), the Sessions Judge. There are
spaces which stand as catalyste for this changein
the narrative. Like certain spaces, there arc peo-
ple as well. Looking at Marathan's life,we sce
that he was working in the estate of a white man,
in Anjarakandi, the place where his sister lives
after marriage. The white man teaches him to
read and write. Also, there is a school for the

“He lives most of the times in An-

jarakandy.... He works on the plantation

of the white sahib there... The sahib

taught him how to read and write and al-

so tosing. T here isaschool for Cherumas

in the plantation. He told me that those

who believe in the sahib's religion teach

there."1#

Anjarskandy, despite its historical/ real exis-
ternice as one of the earliest ‘manuged agricultur-
al-farms’in the British district of Malabar, ap-
pears asif a symbolic space in the novel. This
space would signify a different world view for
the Untouchable s caught in the agrarian caste-
society of Kuberan Nambudiripad. Marathan
acquires the confidence to sing and he has al-
ready learnt to read and write, from his disap-
pearances into Anjarakandy. This is the first
point of escape for the young Pulaya boy who fi-
rially becomes a Sessions Judge, big enough to
judgve Kuberan Nambudiripad representing the
caste-society itself. Towards the end of the nar-
rative, there is a reference to Anjurakandy again,
this rime summing up what the place meant for
the individual, Marathan who is by now Yesu-
dasan:

When he was studying in Anjarakandy,

he had learnt about various places from

his teacher, particularly sbout the Native

Christians, the padres and weaving es-

rablishments of Kozhikode. He decided

that he could no longer remain a Pulaya

and that he would convert to Christiani- %

ry. Suffering hunger and thirst and occa- !

sionally being fed by members from his .

own caste, he managed to reach

A i

After this, it is a story of success (which is
mentioned ina hurry as a recap in the novel)
where he is put in an English medium school by
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a padre who is pleased that the new convert can
read and write. The narrative of Yesudasan's suc-
cess, which almost reads like his professional
hio-data, makes the readers believe that he stud-
ied extremely well and passes B.A. after which
he studied by himself and becomes a Sessions
Judge. Ihroughout this success story, places are
crucially there: Anjarakandy, where he starts his
journey of education; Kozhikode, a bigger
British Moffussa/where he converts and where
he begins English education; and later, Madras;
the then presidency capital, where he finally set-
tes down with his wife, Saraswathi (or
Saraswati),named after the goddess of learning,
So too are people quite crucial. The description
of the saviour ofboth Untouchable s and women
(here “upper”caste) is colonial modernity in the
form of the missionary. The description of the
German padre who “saves”Subhadra, the Brah-
min woman excommunicated by the communi-
ty, highlights cleanliness and order, attributes
that modernity claims for itself. For Subhadra,
he might have looked God-like, reminding her
of Hanuman from a Kathakali performance she
might have seen:
Hisentire body was covered exceptforhis
face,the palm ofhand and fingers. He had
slippers on his feet, but of an unusual
shape. They were jer black, polished till
they shone, and covered even the back of
his feet. The cloth that covered his legs
came down to his shoes. His trousers (for
that was what they were) were white in
colour and close firting. Above his waist
he had several layers of clothing. Those
toowere very clean. A bitof cloth was tied
tightly around his neck. If one looked at
the palms of his hands it seemed as if the
colours red and white were in competi-
tion, and while white may have worn out
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red had not yvet left the field 11

was of the same hue, Hig Iiill-lzf;;:t% ‘

were tinged with red. The pupils uf.l":'i ¢

eves w::rc. not nlunplcrclyh]m;k._ thers hi
asuggestion of white. He had , m"-lndwh

on his head which looked like the '

d]‘t‘.‘-iji worn by Hanuman na Knth:kif:

pertormance that Subhadey had 4 _ll

seen. Hewas carryingan umbre|l hutnq

one made of palm leaf, The inger ]m;.J1LIIE
was of black silk and the outes cloth -.,..,,rl

white. The handle was well turned 1..1;

was curved in shape were one held jp: i'_"

[n many ways, Potheri Kunjamby wq.
haps, suggesting that the only way oys E:IP::
Hindu caste system for the “lower” Castes wy
conversion and education. If Church Missin
Society was the main player in the context ¢
Thiruvathamkur dealt with in 8§ and GF, i
the Basel Mission which played a similar m[:w
the north of Kerala, especiallyinthe Malabars
gion supporting the “lower” caste people to o
‘disciplined’in education and industry. The 1;:
pressed groups took these choices of educatios
Job and position as a set of immediate strategie
for upward socio-political mobility. Embracec
the new-path was immediate as if an informe:
electoral choice.

Escape to Victory

In §¥, Marathan, the young Pulaya boy, g
educationand he was taught by a Christian mi
sionary, Joseph Sahib from Anjarakandy esta®
Getting education through conversion bcuul‘n"'-:
a weapon for the “lower” castes in this novs
There are other references to the Christians ¥
the novel. In fact, the very first reference spesk
about Christians regarding the Pulays *
brothers!?. A Nair whom Kuberan Nambud”
pad met in Kozhikode incidentally talks abad



hristian converos:
“They are of the religion of the
pathirivedakkar; they believe in Jesus
Christ. They follow the religion of the
white man, do not believe in caste, and
have among them people of several
castes, Once they convert they become
one with the others; it's like the ocean. To
mv knowledge there are Embrantiris, Su-
dras, Tivyas, Kanisans, Asaris and several
Pulayas who have converted. They are
served by those who are the children born
of earlier converts. All of them, whether
man or woman, know how 1o read and
write. Some of them are very good speak-
ers and scholars and know English as
well. "0
The change thar Marathan undergoes is
imagical. His description in his new avatar of
b Y esudasan does not concentrate on his body at
all: it is his mind which is drawn, an inner quali-
thatis Fﬂmt:d atb}"ﬂ‘l-ﬂ narratve,
The new Sessions Judge was a gifted
man. He was patient, cautious and con-
scious that there were several thousand
who were more educared that he was, He
would not unnecessarily go 'ﬁ;“'“ =y
s ;tﬁsi.m-ﬂfm-lﬂ
Everpone equallyNotonly ws he truth-
ulby nature,but desirous of knowing the
truth at all costs. 2!
The change wrought by modernity on caste
is deamatic. Itis the full of Brahmanism inselfa
the feet of another system, more powerful now,
| that of colonial bureaucracy, that one sees

ratsed him up and tald him that he feleno
anger towards him and having comforted
him sent him on his way, (Emphasis
added)12
In many wavs, it is not just the Untouchable
who had converted into modernity. It is sl
used b}r other appressed groups, like women
from the “upper” castes, Subhadra, Kuberan
Nambudiripad'sdaughrer, is wrongly accused of
adultery and Kunjambu draws the picture of a
ritual excommunication of *fallen” women from
the Brahmin community Christianity comes as
a rescue for her too:
Subhadra had always been a religious
woman and had compassion towards all
creatures. Since the white men valued
these virtues their respect for her in-
creased day by day . .. padres arranged for
Subhadra and the children to learn Eng-
lish.... She was proficient in both San-
gkrit and Malayalam, and could read and
write English and speak it reasonably
well. Given the situation, Subhadra was
appointed as a schoolteacher on a salary
of twenty rupees in a new girls' schoal
that the padres had set up. And in this
manner she grew familiar with the white
men and women and got to like them,
gaining their respect in turn. Over time
she began to dress in the manner pre-
scribed for native Christians by the mis-
sionaries und lived happily®
But, 4s « woman and a wite, she is not given
the agency to formally convert by herself, :
rhuughthﬂnmﬂtiwwmhualuhw .
uvlngliknﬂhﬁnim.'l‘hunﬁjnm Nmbudm-
Subhadra's husband has to take that decision tor i
her and she has to wait to follow him like a good
wifie, Peshaps thisis why the conversion of Yaj- §
mNmbudiﬂ]n gh:tﬂ:iuhmpundunb:- l
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Converting Song of the Pulaya

e main incident which turns the aarrative
is dill;;uniﬁhmcnt that the F'_Jlf"!""P'DJ" M”:;_thar_l
getsforthe simpleactof singin g. Kuberan! am
budiripad is attracted by the song ajnd writs his
estate MANager, Nambiar to enguire. W h:rf he
sees itisa Pulaya boywho darcs, forgetting him-
self so totally, to sing, Nambiar is overcome by

jealousy. He kicks the boy and convinced he has
killed him, goes to his master to report. This is
how the text describes the situation:

When he saw the singer he was overcome

with amazement, anger and envy. Nam-

biar barely knew how to read. If asked to
write “body” he would spell it out as

“boady.” From childhood he had grown

up with the Nambudiri, and he was of a

cruel disposition. Itisneedless to describe

the emotions of such a man when faced

with a Pulaya who was lost in singing a

song so delightful to the ears,and that too

with such clarity of enunciation?*

Itis to be noted that singing is connected to
education in this passage where Nambiar's jeal-
ousy is because he cannot read and write. Also,
note that it is not just the song which creates
anger, but“the clarity of enunciation. "Later, we
realize that the punishment actually stands as
icm&rm'unmuﬂhﬂtfme&umt-
ing hmr.E“& understand that the punish-
mmtm “ﬂf""h‘ song, but what it stands

stands for, which is shaken ha

The narrative isd rawi

P
”‘-'K:I. Y ull'r‘.
the Untouchable, the ]““ci:mmf‘f‘l’h,::‘d
e 0 the .

chy, singing serves s the f]tlr:ilt-% E"Q“:
r]:uar change. We understyng Cing) -
Nambudiripad realizes th, i :hu Kt st
ing with this song, Otherywige 5, Sty e
to take such a harsh step for so ol T Tig
Also, he rewards Ramankyzy, Nlm:t“%f“
punishment he metes our. B, Wt
opposition for his doings w'ﬂh;n - Rgin

2 : ki %
from his Emmi'dlugh;“ Whi ts-"i"nta!h.nt

But, thc. real o Pposition or amwj:;nhiﬂiﬁtp
comes from the oppressed groups Ihnr;“it:
the Sessions Judge Yesudasan Wha is My 1Y
himself. The oppressed groups “ﬁ p
equipped with education and caq El'll:stinq;.ﬂ
caste system themselves. b
The reaction of the “upper” custes 1 kT
nity is downright violence or dishelief “'&U
own and modernity's mlsfnmm:.kisurgﬁﬁi:
able to think thar a“lowly” Pulaya could aonad_
getthe preat Nambudiripad tobe i anommay,
wanderer. The changes that happen duetadh
nial modernity felt to them like a changeaing
entire conventional system. It is just notpeic
able to the “uppe " castes. Ths, Kubera Nt
budiripad's wife laments when the case &=
him forces him to run away from the Fﬁ# F
“That a Pulaya should be thecauscefil
of this: a crearure mlﬂwfim“"hfﬁw -'
wash our eyes out after Iﬂ-ﬂiiﬁg'_“l“_m"' :
O God! And why us? In exries %
how many Pulayas were bu'i’d;h; |
der mud walls? How mﬂﬂ]'“mw 3
into the dirt! And no one W& el
fi:.trtJ:lj't:.'ri"t]J.iﬂ'v..'['ti-*'3"'-1"5":""whII J
done?™" L
To Kuberan Hﬂﬂ%f‘
these changes are felt Jike 3



fi; the traditional Hindu epoch of the wicked.
en, the civic possibilities opened under its
verarching public fulerum, they could nor
tand aloof anymore. The entire project of Hin-
du social reform’as itwas hinted by many inves-
igators of Indian modermnity, was in fact aroused
from traditional caste-Hindu need to immedi-
tely negotiate with the ‘necessary evil'of ongo-
g kali of the *Colonial’, where certain sections
of the traditionally dis-privileged had already
itioned a couple of step ahead.
With ‘the colonial-modern and the possibil-
ities that were occasioned init, thoughinherent-
1y ingrained with a gevernmentality agparatus ot
producing different sets of docile subjectivities,
e narive communities of the ‘depressed had
been eager to get ‘the most’ out of a complex
Process Df::h:.ngt. bﬂﬂ'l Pﬂli.ﬁl{.‘r{! and the socio-
culrural. Dilip Menon speaks about conversion
s ‘standing for the possibilities opened up by
olonialism and Christianity for the “lower”
castes’. He also sees that Kunjambu does not
cave the reform of Hinduism behind, since we
see almost all the villainous “upper” caste char-
acters transforming either through religious
conversions or through internal, mental coneer-
| sions®. ‘Conversion'in a highly ‘native’ colonial-

*?M was left with nootherchoices but to
be ‘victorious with the Qym:n\’utﬂmwhﬂhld
already proved her almost #ﬂ-fauﬂdﬂﬂﬁtmf}"
over the ‘traditional’ Indian Empire of caste
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ORMATION OF MAPPILA
OMMUNITY —A PRELIMINARY

YPOTHESIS

T he assertion of identity and the for-
mation of community are the two
important questions of contemparary con-
cern. In most of the historical writings, the
communities are projected as monolithic,
universal and timeless spirit. It is particu-
larly the case with Muslims. The myth of a
homogenous monolithic Muslim commu-
nity is found in the colonial as well as
nationalist discourses on Indian Muslims,
Modern historical scholarship has explod-
ed this notion of monelithic and timeless
community!* Modern religious communi-
ties in India are now considered to be a
product of colonialism, especially of colo-
nial modernity.

The term Community is used to refer to
a group whose members have developed an
awareness of a common identity and have at-
tempred to define the boundaries of that
group. Itwasonlyinthe 20th century that the
Mappilas berame a community in this sense.
The nineteenth cenrury Mappilas werenota
homogenous community, instead, it was a
stratified and fragmented society with diver-
gent interests, As a result of a particular his-
torical development there were two different
strands within the Mappila community,
Mappilas of the interior part of south Mal-

abarwhowere dependent on agriculture and
the Mappilas of coastal ract whowere main-
Iv traders. Their attitude towards colonial
regime was different, while the former
tought against the colonial regime, the latter
was passive and supporters of colonial au-
thority. Among them there also existed two
disrinct Muslim traditions: one is a ‘rustic’or
‘folk', low or little rradition with its appeal
and popularity among the rural illiterate
masses,and the other the more suphlsﬁ-c:atl:d
intellectual facet of Islamic civilization that
developed in the coastal areas under the cul-
rural influence of the emigrant Muslim clite
of Arabian origin. In 1901 Fawcett noted
this:
On the west coast, where the Arab
blood and influence is strongest, the
religion is, 50 to speak, purely spiritual
in the interior, where there is little or
no Arab blood, it is more animistic:
the religion is more strongly infused
with one’s universal ancestral worship
and its concomitant phases. For ex-
ample, on the coast, the favourite
moulud ceremony is entirely spiritual
in its essence ... but in the interior,

nEcE ARCH JOURKAL * PEER REVIEWED
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where we find fanaticism, it is to obtain

some favour from a deceased person who

isinvoked"

There were many in the coastal rowns who
tried to remainas Islamic as possible. There were
many men of letters in Arabic and proficient in
textual Islam. Theywere much aware about their
Islamic identiry. Buchanan in his work quotes
Ponnani Tangal whom he visited during his
travel through Ponnani. “The Tangal says that
his people are called Mopaymar in Malayala;
and Labbaymar at Madras, but among them-
selves they acknowledge no other name than
that of Musalmans. 3

"However, the dominant version of the reli-
gion, as practiced by the overwhelming majoriry
of Mappilas in pre-modern Malabar was rather
lax and spurious. There arose typically Malabari
form of Islam note quite conforming to the or-
thodox Islamic colonial principles. A chronicle
in Hadarmouth of 17th century AD says "Mal-
abaris were people of great courage and zeal for
Islam even though they have few scholars
among them and no more Islam than the merest
name of ir.4

The existence of the demotic, superstitious
and syncretic beliefs among the Mappilas was
due to their incomplete conversion. Textual 1s-
lam, embodied in Arabic literature proved un-
able to communicate to Muslim masses of Mal-
abar who knew only Malayalam. These converts
had no knowledge of even the basic tenets of Ts-
lam and there was no effective mechanism to
propagate the same. These new converts, most

E of themn from lower castes who enthusiastically
*  embraced Islam for social recognition, freedom
from oppression of high caste Hindus retained
with them some of their age old customs and
practices of worship, which were not in con-

formity with the Islamic renets. Thus many non
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Islamic beliefs became im“miﬂg‘h:d Wit

lamic belief system,and the result Wi the l il
opment of a corrupted, diluted and degenes Mapy
form of Tslam. Socially, the Mappil 15 e, DINGS
homogenous. There were various socia] .. isolan
among them like Thangals, Koyas, Keyig 4t of |
common Mappilas, Puslans, Ossan; ote, g 0"
consequence of intermarriage, migratiog ﬂ"." ol
CONVErSiOn ar vilrous p::riﬁd‘.-ufrin'l:l']"hﬂgﬂlt'l:-:: 5
also stratification on the basis of system uf,ﬁt‘-' the
cession, followers of matriliny in North Mﬂ&‘“ﬂt ..
and followers of patrilineal system in Sum;thr ¥
Malabar, and stratification in terms Df\'ﬂ:qjuﬂnf N
and status. Thus the19th cenrury Mappilas wy =

; T amo)
never a homogenous lot but it was stratifiedin

: g : P
fragmented sociery. The community could ha Mag

been described at best as an aggregate of beliet .1, .1
ers. auth
[t was the changing colonial context thiyieq]
provided the primary backdrop for the forms May
tion ot the Mappila community. The transfoe May
mation of Mappilas into a well-knit communf musr
worked at two levels, one among the mass le play
during the 19th century and second at a widsthe
levelintegrating the rural masses and the coast tern
clite in the 20th century. The process of con nam
structing and defining an alternative worldding
Mappilas to that structured by colonial regim pila
was atthe core of the process nrfmmmu:ﬂ!}' for: tha
mation at the mass level, In this variow 30€
factors like the M appila outhreaks of the 19¢ am
century,the teachings of the traditionalreligiow °
leadership of Mappilas, their cultural and reli ¢
f:.:u 5 m;ﬂmtiu:l:n and the r.lebm; and contro- b
S1ES that too IIII*D!.‘:E‘ bra
th,m different mﬁfﬂ'{c']:e wiﬁiﬂﬁ s
grievances I-ndltuginu; beliefs was the main pls

; : of the ct
s While the cconomic g e e



4 Jputhreaks, the religious beliefs and ideas of the
N, I-.tppihs pmﬁdcd the idealogical underpin-
nings. These uprisings were local inits scopeand
W=olared in narure, and it involved only a minori-
Wty of Mappilas. Often the riot received the sup-
e artof the major part of the Mappila communi-
Sty of the locality whese they occurred. In getting
Wthe sympathy and support of the poor Mappilas
0 the outhreaks the religious content of the re-
':: wolt contributed much. The methods to crush
“Wthe outbreaks like imposition of mass fines on
Wthe Mappilas of villages in which outbreak took
"place contributed to heighten the solidariry
& among the Mappila peasantry. The outbreaks
epresented in the colleetive consciousness of
appilas 4 romantic and powerful tradition of
nges to the power of janmis and colonial
uthority, and this collective memory was very
vital in the process of defining the sclf image of
{appilas. In defining the alternative world of
appilas and imparting them a sense of com-
B munity their traditional religious leadership
i plaved a decisive role. They not only expressed
s the economic and social grievances in religious
erms but also addressed the Mappilas in the
4 name of Islamic community. Tt was their reach-
sl ings thar shaped the ideological world of Map-
¢ rilas and it was within this ideological world
28 that the Mappilas sought sustenance for their
i social action. In providing a feeling of oneness
i among the Mappila masses, at least atlocal lev-
g cl, certain religious and cu.lm_nl'imﬁmﬁﬂﬂﬂf
jo them like miosques, ‘othupalli’,sufi practices like
‘haddad ratib’, qurubiyyst halqa'(remem-
brance of Godin congregation) erc.recitation of
crivities of the Mappilas in the public arena,

alternative world to that structured by the impe-
rial regime.’ The intra-communal debates and
controversies that took place during the 19th
century like Kondotty-Ponnani factional con-
flict, Qibla controversy, the philosophical de-
bate on monism ete, were of much decisive role
in the process of the formation of the Mappila
community especially in its fiest stage. The
whole debate revolved around the question of
true Islamic practices —what is permitted in s~
lam and what is not permitted. These debates
and conflicts were intricately related 1o the larg-
ersociopolitical contextof Malabar at that time.
Through these debares the traditional religious
leadership of Mappilas was acrually engagingin
the process of defining the alternative world of
Mappilas. These religious discourses were 2t the
core of the process of identity formation which
had wider ramifications, for relations with com-
peting Muslim and non-Muslim groups as well
1¢ the colonial state. The significance of the de-
bate was that only one of them could be right,
only one of the many alternatives offered would
survive the test of time and provide the tools
with which to build an alternative world o that
dominated by the state. Thus through an emerg-
ing subjective awareness of their identity a con-
siderable degree of solidarity was achieved
among the Mappila masses of south Malabar.
The second stage in the process of the for-
mation of Mappilacommunity took placeinthe
20thcentury. As aresultofthe puliti-:nldcﬂlnp-
ments during the 20th century, Tenancy, the
Khilafat ind Non co-operation movements, the a
Mappilas were subjected toa thorough politi-
Gization, These movements provided the Map- %

memnfmmtmﬁjﬂl



played a crucial role in creating a culfm:tir:r_ con-
sciousness among the Mappilas. The Khilafat
with its Pan Islamic ideology enabled the Mal-
abar Muslims to ignore internal differences and
come together us a cultural whole, The move-
ment played a crucial role in integrating the
Mappilas into the Pan Indian Islamic commu-
nity®. The Rebellion 0f 1921 also contribured in
its own way to strengthening of the community
consciousness among the Mappilas. It caused
foradeep polarizarion of msouth Malabar soci-
etyinto Hindus and Muslims, The report of the
rebellion also played a crucial role in solidifica-
tion of the communitarian identities both Hin-
dus and Muslims In integrating the Mappilas
inte awell knit community the 20th cen fary re-
form movement amang them played an impor-
tant role. The 20th century reform movement
Was in many respects, different from the reform
attempts of the 19th century. The attitude of the
19th century traditional religious leadership to-
wards colonialism was negative, which kept the
Mappilas away from colonial structured world.
The attitude of the 20th century reformers to-
Wﬂrﬂlmlmtiﬂiﬁmwpqaiﬁﬁ;mmﬂkuhhppi—
lascapableof facing the colonial situation byuti-
lizing the facilities offered b the colonial regime,
'I'I‘im:‘ﬂi:rmm,dmmgh theirreform activities
tried to integrate the mappilas to the new colo-
nial structure. The movement also known as Js-
lahi movement, was initiated by individuals ike
Sanaullah Makti Tangal, Chalilakath Kun-
hahammd Haji, Vakkom Abdul Qadir Moulavt
! erc. grew into an organized movement in the
form of Kerala Muslim Aikya Sangham in post
% 1921 period. Though the Aikya Sangham fune-
i tioned only for a short duration, it was an epoch
making land mark in the history of Kerala Muy-
lims. The idea of unity within the community
i cutting across the secrarian differences propa-
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gated by the Sangham had a widy, s

post 1 921 rebellion scenario, I At i -
for evolving an awareness of 4 ney dextg genitat
the community with modern aSpiratingg,. Featur
the Mappilas. Getting rid of all 'urnlalnm-nhmaf it
als and customs that were prevalene i thepe the co
Mappilas as survivals of tradition ang 0 gy hey
the pristine purity of Tslam wus the mm:ﬂmand
cernof the 20th century reform movement T rt;‘at .
traditional ulema’s attempt to defend the o

tion of Malabar Muslims in the name oflile =

quoting the writings of medieval Jurists led by, :;]
intense and heated debare between the » bl
formist ulemas and traditional L:I:nm.'[hn:w ;
religious discourses occasioned by the 20ty ap
tury reform movement brought about Areviel e
tionary transformation of the religious .mdﬁnﬁ},,
tural Enlf-imnge of Muslims o M alabar. Theditis,
bates and discussions berween the reformite m ey
and counter reformists created new interestifor i
Islam and Islamicway of life amo ng the Magpappe
las. It also brought about a new swarensscho
among the ordinary Mappilas helped to redtadeq
fine their Islamic ide ntity. The reform movegove
ment thus helped in achievi ng the horizontireve
and vertical solidarity within the communiry. Sent
\ In fostering the feeling of oneness or Weom
teeling’ within a group identification of cerniin th
SOMMOn interests of that group and its articylmur
:::. :;:E::;?Lirh.t post mbcﬂj‘uln periathe ]:
g 1.'gn:mt_ ot anew palitical lead e
g the Mn!:lpﬂm and they belonge MU



tion and siceeeded snd became the repre-
ratives of the commmunity. One important
rurr of this elite communitarian politics was
hat it onbs traed o smichorate the grievances of
commanity with the help of the suthorities
ey discovered certain new interests or de-
nds of the community, and used the newh
sated fucilities like Provincial Legiclasure, Lo
self government institutions etc_to express
he gricvances and to seek remedy for it. They
sre sympathetic towards the interests of the
ppile masses and rased thewr concerns and
pew concerns of the communiry raised by the
opila clites in the representative bodies in-
Sude the issuc of Mappila convicrs; prorection
the interests of tenanty; more educational ta-
Bilities for Mappilas including more schools, el -
_m&ﬂ}m&highwhndﬂﬁ:ﬂnm
! w'gﬁﬁnﬂiﬂmﬂmmﬂhm&i.
chaals, fee concession for poor Mappilas etc,
won of Mappilas in vanous

'M"t'f‘m'l‘ﬁ"!@ e _ |

Ij_l'q'ni-lth,llthﬂ'ir o tribwal bemralties and svmbeola,
and the obiective condition of the penple wre
equally important. Bernard Cohn argued rthae
the development of regiomal or nationel koyalries
m cobonial South A be viewed 052 prrcfes o
selection standardization and transmusson of
svmmbols by elites wha in their etborts 1o creare =
ther regionalism or nationalnm select specifi
i'!ul“l"l'll."lﬂh freem vast pnn'l o ELEte p-rmr'-h_" b=
pointed out that these symboks may be religeos,
literary, political or historical in charscrer” This
argument has its merits as well as [imitations.
Symbols did play a powertul role in mobilizing
people in South Asia in both colonial and post
colonial r-thr'ndm Hut, as Rafinddin Abmad
rightly pointed out, the successtul use of vach
swmbaols often depends on the objective condi-
tions in the society. While the efite mamipulare
be receptive to wuch svmbaols.

Though the Rebellion brought about 3 po-
lartzation within the Malabar society, it did not
draw the Mappilas to communal politics with
immediare effect. But as far as Malabar s con-
cerned the Hindu- Musdim sivaley occureed on-
ly within the Congress. [t was in 1930s that a
definite change towards the sectanian political
identity took place among the Mappilas and this
was reflected in the formanon of herala Musis
Majlis in 1931 and laver Malabar Dystrice Mus-
lim League in 1937 In this transformation of
Mappilas from COMUTLARITY 1
4 political communiry the role of the elite lead-




kanakkars under Hindu landlords and petty
merchants can be viewed in this light. The in-
tensive political activitics of 1930% and 40's us-
ing the slogans of Hindu domination’, Islam in
danger’, ‘Muslim backwardness’, ‘safeguard
Muslim interests', rightful share for Muslim
community, etc. had a greater appeal to the
Mappilas, and they responded enthusiastically
and rallied behind the League. The particular
socio-economic and political condition that
prevailed in the post Rebellion Malabar made
the Mappila masses receptive to these symbols,
To conclude, it was in the 20th century that
Mappilas became 2 community well conscious
about its boundary and Islamic Identity, The
wransformation of Mappilas into 3 well knit
communityworked at two levels,one arthe mass
level during the 19th century and second at a
wider level integrating the rural masses and the
coustal elite. The process of constructing and
defining an alternative world of the Mappilas
was at the core of the process of community for-
mation at the mass level. In this process various
factors like Mappila outbreaks, their traditional
leadership, their cultural and religious insriry-
tiomns, intra communal debates etc. played adeai-
sive rale. Thus through an emerging subjective
swareness of their identity a considerable degree
of solidarity was achieved amony the Mappila
masses of south Malabar. Second stage in the
process of the formation of Mappila communi -
ty took place dusing the post rebellion period.
The modern political movements like Khilata
and Non movenients, the religious
reform movement af the 20th century, and the

- i -
newly developed political institutions like rep
resentutive bodies helped this prosess The ob-
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tween the elite and mass goals and thy, tog
onvergence of the two strands,
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BUDDHISM-
THEUNIVERSAL ETHICAL
PHILOSOPHY OF HUMANITY

Nimi.M
Research Schalar

Department of Philosophy, Calicut University
Supervising Teacher: Dr, Radha, 5

1 Abstract
This paper is a sincere attempt to reveal the
Though Buddhism is a very old ph
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Buddhism
The entry of Buddhism in ro the world —
m the word “Aedhi “which means enlightened
awakened. So Buddhismwasalso renowried as
he philosophy of awaking. Siddhartha was not
bty an ordinary person but also he was an en-
ghtened or awakened one. The name Sid-
hartha hasa ﬁgﬂ.’lﬁ(’ﬂﬂl‘ meani ng whu:h means
: ¢ who has artained the purpose in life. By birth
he was a prince. He possessed certain good qual-
ges such as knowledge, courage, sacrifice, and
gve towards all beings. He was not interested in
i worldly leisure. His heart was full of with the
1 otions of love towards the suffering people.
D Suzuki said about Buddha's character in his
wok. “He was motivated by loving mercy for the
sle universe, He loves all creatures as his own
hildren?” He wanted 1o find a solution for the
qufferings of the people. Finally he attained what
e wanted for the removal of suffering, that was
enlightenment and he became the Buddha,
e enlightened one. He realized that there were
wo problems. The first problem dealt with the
——— ﬂf’u_&‘rmgginthclmﬂdiﬂdﬂﬂﬂf:‘
and problem with the minimization of suftering
om the world and makes mankind happy. Bud-
dha also realized the facts about the life i.e. life
18 2 coRtinuOUS process of becoming T
R HEW this mﬂi‘lﬂﬂﬂn he ﬂpdﬂ-
ced a kind of joy which he had never known
efore. Thisjoywasa typeof perfectblissand in-
nite knowledge which was niot experienced by
in ordinary human being. Buddha uﬁ]}ud. -
B rfoct ] led Eibrth:mmmﬂnfﬂlt&n“p
dind for the upliftment of human beings.

# Humanistic elements in Buddhism

Buddha believed in the fact mﬂﬁmﬁﬁf
human affairs comprised of mwm

.. the cxternal phase mdmm

external phiase was filled with the feelings, senti-
ments and actions of human beings. It included
the creation of man's intellect and it is sikiect 1o
variation. But the internal phate or the inner
most core which was not subject to varation. I
WS quite ‘h““ﬂg"li'ﬁhfd from intellect. Ir was
nothing but the wisdom, The duty of every hu-
man being was to reach the highest wisdom
through the agency of the intellect. But it was
not a possible thing for the mankind. On the
contrary, some were significant for the revela-
tion of innermost wisdom. Buddha was one
among them. Buddha contributed his wisdom
in to the true meaning of human hife and the way
of its realization.

Buddha held the view that human existence
was characterized by the demand for the realiza-
tionof the ideal of human life. [twas necessary to
recognize the destiny of every being. For this
purpose, it required a decperinsight into the sit
uation of human life. Buddhism moghtus that
the ego-centricity of man was the main cause of
suffering and it was not possible for the total
climination of sufferings but its minimization
was possible. He maintained that the under-
standing of the ideal of human lite was the at-
winment of nirvana (liberation] and through it
ane can get rid of human sufferings.

“The Buddhist ideal of life assured the safety
of one's future, For this purpose Buddha put for-
warded n way, L.e. the Arya Safya (Four N'-':btf
Truths- The truth of suffering, the truth ot the
cause of suffering, the truth of the end of suffer-
ingand the truthofeightfold pathleadingothe -

end of suffering ) which was essential to the way S
to liberation. This way included the Aubsunga-

thold path- right belief, right re-
marga (Eighttold pa Hivell-
colve, right speech,right conduct,ight .
hood, right endeavour, right mindfulness a

right concentration) which was considered as

IHDHEI-H-THEWHH{H._ | 51|
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éhe back bome of Buddhist philosophy. All these
covered the entire field of human activity. In
ﬂ-wﬁﬁmmhmwmﬁ-&l
which help to maintain the human conduct
theoughout the life. This path could change hu-
man conduct, change one s viewpoint, and pro-
vide 2 new outlook and & new pattern of behav-
the share of liberation (miroans - extinction

imnportane of social virtues like duty, noo-vig-

h“ﬂmﬂﬁunb
monious bife in socsery 1t stands for universal
Wrutherbood and compassion for all. Buddhs's
lsfr 1o ataclt aai cpituni of bove aid conspassaon
for munkand. 1 msagines & workd of poace, sb-
pie and sebigions Thesctoe Buddha peescnibes,

B ~Notso doevil, bur o cultivase maenit wud o -

® rify one’s mind.”

' BHAVATU SABBA MANGALAM

|n|wuﬂlmmm

End Notes
1. Sacred text of Buddhism

2. Sumiki, D.T.Outlines of M ~—~
Munshiram n\-;l:m":irhi FT:":‘:.TJ |Vl
aABC

SHC

Ht&rﬁm

1. Ambedkar, B.R. The Budidde ¢ 5 1
1957. -F"' "_:':
vt At A

2. Banerjee, N.V. Budidbirm EMarzm. 1y
Humanipm. Orient Longman Lad Nes /)
1978.

3. Bapat, PV. 2500 yetrs of Budibiim, Comm [
of India: Publications Diviwos 1997 -

4. Eital, Emnest. Buddbiom- [ty Hiorcal s o
& popudar Aspeitr il

5. Getwin, Rupert. The Faundansu o Sash
Oxtond, 1998

6. Hackmann, H. Babibiom as 2 Reigon. S0
Publishing House, Delhi.

7. Joshi, Lalmani. Staadics im Radihis Cun ¥

L, Shonara. Bucets of Buddbiom. Ao
i, New Dl

i B




«JGIVING SPACE TO THE DISPLACED:
JABORIGINAL LITERATURE AS AN/OFF
5HOOT OF POST COLONIALITY

3. Swarna kumari
ovt. Arts & Science college, Kozhikode

ritics like D.E.S Maxwell have made

the Post- Colonial Literature’s con-
cern ‘with ‘place’ and ‘displacement’ as the
defining model of post coloniality. It is in
this context of place and displacement that
the Aboriginal literature assumes signifi-
Cance,

The rerm ‘Aboriginal was coined as early
as 1667 the terms “whoriginal’and aborigine’
are now most frequently used as ashortened
form of ‘Australian Aborigine’ to describe
the indigenous inhabirants of Australia. So
the aboriginal literature which is considered
in this paper is purely Australian Aboriginal
Literature. Right from the 19 0% to the first
decade of the new century the Australian
Aboriginal writers are exponents of the hav-
oc created by displacement.

At its inception Aboriginal literature
writing grew directly from a complex and
ancient well spring of oral and visual com-
munication and exchange. Aboriginal au-
thorship,asa practice and aliterature catego-
ry, first appears in genres that are common
political discourse letters by individuals to

local authoritics and newspapers, petitions
int fear of further forms of dispossession and
the chronicles of those dispossessed. David
Unaipons Native Legends mark the arrival
of a new genre of Aboriginal literature in
English. In thiscollection of'his peoples tra-
ditional stories' Unaipo draws directly from
the living well spring of his traditional cul-
rure. In hispoems hesubtlyimpliesat the loss
and abandonment his race had to sutfer by
contactwith civilization.

“Like Children at play
We begin Life's journey:
Push our frail bark into the
Stream of Time.
That flows from snow- capped Moun-
tains
With no care;

UIntil we arrive in the Grear Ocean
Where we are bartled and rossed by
the angry waves.
COnward and onward
For three score years and ren. Then,

GIVING SPACE TO THE DSPLACED | 83|



We are cast forlorn and
Shipwrecked upon the chore of a strange

land”
Kath Walker “the messiah of Australian abo-

riginal “writes re-adopted her tribal name and is
now known as Qodgeroo Noonuccal ( Ood-
ger-Nooh vooh-nuh-cal) Oodgeroo ( paper-

i-r.i eree) and Noonuccal { her tribal name).she
is one of the most prominent Aboriginal voices.
Her collection of poems We are going is the first
look of poetry by an Aboriginal writer and the
first look byan Aboriginal women. Through her
numerous volumes of poctry, essays, plays,
speeches andlooks for children she championed
the cause of her people. Her poems “Assimila-
ton—No 1"and 'lm:gmu’an-'!':s”whﬂmmﬂ}r
express her views on the dangers of "hybridity”
and ‘transculturation’.

niality.
Jack Leonard Davis, the o
Aboriginal theatre, through his playy “‘E!F-
The Dreamers and Kullark defineg
Aboriginal theatres exploration of q,n:’f -
and cultural dislocation. Kevin Gilbery o
form Eﬁﬂﬂk_ﬂmg:ﬂdj and his Fm It
Cherry Pickers raises the question of . - T
erasure. Ida West, the tireless advocate feg |
riginal’s rights to land and cultural el g
mination and Erral West in her “sitring i
dering do T'have a place here?" cxpress thegg 'i-l:g
of displacement. .
“Sitting, wondering, do | hr-':z:fh

here?
£ i

ma
The breast of Mother Earth bore me, m:
Yetlong | lost ashell of

Emptiness,a human husk.

from AssimilationNo 1 Winnowed in the draught ofhistory.
my essence ground on the mill of whied
“Pour your pitcher of wine termination”
And where is your wine?
I'lmhmlyd:uim— The Singer, song writer Bob Randall =
Must the genius of an old race die Sam Watson the play Wright and story eliers
Thar the race might live? the painful of the aborigines. Archic Roach®
: other noted singer & has?
Again from * “Yes" mous piece took the Children Away shocks®
conscience of the world by exposing the s
“We who were Australians long before, ties done to his race.
You who came yesterday, “This story’s right, this story s trut.
I Eagerly we must learn to change, [ would not tell lies to you,
Learn new needs we never wanted, Lhﬁnmﬁuydidmhp
l New compulsions never needed”, —5-"-:
Her poem we are going is included in H MMMM
the Womerls writing for the VI semester CCSS memnﬂ“
Literature program, It is a welcome .jinm y co- authored by B
MHW"

M-
which suggests that the silenced = M g'lllllllll'




Tt is what you have done since you arrived,
The actions you refuse to admir to,

The genocide you say you never commitred ™.
mmuquﬂim is Hmdby Alf Taylor,
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Secular standards,

The remnants of a culture though,

Sill

Rich
In
Spirit
And
Soul”,

This resurgence of aboriginal Literature and
their wide spread acceptance is a hall mark of
post- coloniality. The world has realized that
their voices can no longer be silenced and they
have to be given a place a par with other post
colonial lireranires.
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“Weliveinacenturyinwhich greatart
is simply no longer possible, and all
the great artists of modernity (...)
made their art from the realization
that itwas so.”

-1 hierryde Duve

“The world needs cinema now more
than ever. It may be the last important
form of resistance to the deteriorating
worldinwhichwe live. In dealing with
borders, boundaries, the mixin g of
languages and cultures today,lam try-
ing to seek a new humanism, a new
way.

~Theo Angelopotdes

ra-.dh:iﬂna have assigned

MDPOFIROCE W art in the historical

IMmense

DT
ind
FOTI
horm
spht
e
ng
works of art change. The techngle®er
n:prmluuhllm of the art work hﬁ:t"': i

=

changed the relation of the masses 1o éi’“
- : . tha
protoundly and has brought in 2 whale:
s STk
conceptual palette to know and asic
’ . 3 e e
art. Aesthetic arguments as early as He e

have expressed a notion of the symee.
= L

between the mind of the artist and the L
around him. An artist is identified 2g
intimately unified, yet differentiared. “:-‘m:-r
having an inner and outer aspect bemt,
which there is nevertheless a comesipey,
dence. A work of art is a tighty W,
articulated whole. It arises not by the &the
hining af parts that have arnsen KPJFJ"'HF
and piecemeal, but by the realization @ fro
concept or Eunctpt'u:rn of the work. ""l:"i-““
determines, ideally at least, ever) d:!J-:- Ac
the work. Every aspect of the concept .
expression in some aspect of the wotk, #the
conversely, every aspect of the work ﬁl"’ﬁ E
s some aspect of its concept. The hﬁﬂll‘m
art according to Hegel (a similar ' 4
expressed by Thierry de Duve) is 8 i

decline—*Art” he implies, “has exhats'™



: Fﬂﬂhi‘]iﬁcsq and there is nothing left for it to

\ except 10 produce new variations on old
L E‘E-1M} Contemporary audience, accord-
Ay do not framsform works into art; rather,
L o discpver that a work deserves to be regard-

3 thar way. Every man judges works of art, or
4 racters, actions, and incidents according to
+ . measure of his insight. As his feelings, and
__on of taste only touches what is meager
d external, and overdraws its precepts only
o a narrow range of works of art and from a
pore culture of intellect and feelings, 1ts whole
sphere is mostly inadequate, and incapable of
<o the inmost and the troe, and of sharpen-
¢ the eye for the apprehension thereof. The
Bmerit of art may depend solely on the merit of
jts ‘content’ onice in 4 while, but that incidental
Woccasion cannot be gtn:mli:..ed into a Frim:ipl-.-
"W that the content assures the successhul transfor-
P ration of 2 work into a work of art. The form-
T tmtmhﬁunﬁhipismnrtufmmtrmsic s
B thctic feature of a work of art. Adequate expres®
“Ssion as well a5 a definite vision is eszential to
¥ merit, The Jralian director Paolo

" Sorrentino points out how “films that only have
wntent have already been done, all disciplines
P8 need innovation, and innovation Comes more
through form than through substance.”
3 filin as & work of art affords an aes-
hetic stance not restricted to its intrinsic prop-
P rtics. The aesthetic stance might be
SR trom learning mm:ﬂﬁﬂﬁ.:lhﬁlﬂﬂﬂwcﬁ'
s L tﬂnlkamurlhﬂmﬂtﬁﬂ!iwﬂh it was made.
.1' ' ' primiphmwﬂ)?wfmm

.
e LEL
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deliver a good verdict, Films that overtly
attempt to be beautiful, or innovative, or ¢ =1
lenging can fail.
In the case of fil [nrr_.:hmg.; has been felt great-
Iy inits global growth and reach, through the first
two decades of the twenty fisst century. The post-
modern situation,as felt by the erstwhile coloniz-
er nations and long since politically free ex-
colonies, focus on the remaking of culrures in
terms of the new modalities of global capital flow.
The collapse of centers as posited by the philaso-
phy of the new age has irself become a center
around which speculations evolve. However, the
beginning tides of postmodern cultural criticism
— right from the Frankhurt schoal = stress on ex-
tending in theory 'the rationality of art as located
-l the rational erganization of its techniques and
its maocdes ofinstitutionalization’,ignoring the in-
nerlogicot the individual work {Habermas 14)In
Wieber, ‘rationaliry’ refers to planning and execu-
tioh of aserof means toachieve anend. Hedidnot
consider tha it mightbe possible forawork of art
to possess a logic of its own, a possibility of con-
taining criteria which may be used to judge it
From Weber as cultural criticisen and aesthetics
advanced to Adorno, “aesthetic rationality” be-
camé a given in 4ssessment factors. For hirm, the
idea "aestheric rationality”was a product of the

“instrumental spirimfm:i:t:."',This idea that laid
ﬂmfuundnﬁunufmu:hut‘ﬂwhm:hmﬁﬁﬂmi
riansofaesthetic meritdoesnotpresent thecase ol
ament of sesthetic sovereignty wholl1n E
otherwords,the Adomoesqie puslﬁnfunhnr_ml
cannot overcome the  fisce that"in art the real is ine E
mmﬁk’{Fﬂnpbllﬂ 39}, Nelson Goodman cor =

cobarates the mnmhﬂtﬂﬂh rebuttal of acsthet-



exchasivity that Adorno and the school insisted on
chyeJoggic of the artwork as always having to signi
ﬁ"ﬂlﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂl orther than iteelf; sy, a criticiem o or

comipeneanon for, what is anies in society,
However the axis of Adomo and the school

extended powerfully to the evaluative criteria of
the preseat world through works of Jurgen
Habermas and Walter Benjamin, The films
which have started to emerge as the ultimate
works of art combining visuals, music and drama,
during this period, of necessity came to be popu-
larlyviewed as belonging tothat setof acsthetical-
herational ' works lacking inner structures of judg -
ment and extending profusely to social reasons,
drawing its dramaand its claim to reality from so-
cial life. Moreover, it seemed the ideal art for/of
the age of mechanical reproduction without
galleryoriginals ordemand on the artist for repro-
duction. Film Srudies thar soon emerged and es-
tablished itself, precisely because of this orienta-
cially defined trajectorics as Feminist Film Stud-
ies, Leshi-Gay Film Studics, Black Film Seudies,
Islamic Film Studies, or South Asian Film Stud-
ies, Iranian Film Studies, East- Evropean Film

M'll‘:;ihd:mﬂmm-
ics paradigm be a provider of values and
ences. These values are in fact only the secondary
by-products of an acsthetic rationality deployed
i the creation and appreciation of films them-
- selves acoording to the criteria of artistic success.
tons is bissed on the importance of the realist aes-
 thetic. A mass sudience views films in s darkened
8 mom,insulated from an external reality, us audi-
B encesoncedidinthe presentation of silent cinema
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itw own, 2 world based upon l:[?:x ’
textual construct. Mass . u;,rmh_m“[-*!
murket otiented, its aestheri "'"'"h:u -
in the market system Clinema i .

a"traditional art that conform, h.::h e
gradations of high are, rredsn ry H:.“
Rather, the once vital art film iesther, $

tion in I"I".I.ﬂjiﬂr F‘lﬂ;.d'h_—:”m aned di

or af the advent of swound, 4, -
din
it viewing u world fundamer,

but mare significantly, in self N
generic or formulaic stories. e
For our age, an artistically ZTeat il 0 @
bol'("'symbol'in the sense of a medim s 4
sensc,a system of signs, that inevitably cpay
texture, the symptoms'of the age :i:.t;n.ﬂ
wrested out of great struggles with m
of life frequently symptomatic or purhals
Wirys of H‘E:rrf:f—lh-i':'rrg.ﬂmnlmm dﬁnht
the concept of symptom as an ides tharku,
read together with, and not opposed siase,
ization. He even goes to the extent of ughgis
that any work of art, 4s expresssons of Ane
“may have been in fact offering clues et
symbalization”(68). Undoubredly thesain.
be a radical disassociation of symbols fomelli
tom; nevertheless, the one must not he 588
the other in the understanding of s s ™
The film criticismy/film studics modcb s
acsthetics of the twenty first cenbuy ‘“‘jhl
tui “P@f“ ll!'mbﬂrﬂnd “ﬂ'tll[i"w a - |
films and 50 are, to  large part, M
debilitation of the new sudoce "‘ﬁ
artstically better offering. That vt




i the artistic 5}'mh:|| relates first of all
j| eete suage it constitutes and within which ie

Jthe 1:nﬂ;;:ni ng. In turn, it may be seen that the
i ﬁ:ﬂ' chorafafilm,li ke the firststroke of draw-
o the first words in a literary text, already cre-
] .!.IT-{ helong 1O llll‘lgllﬂ.j{l'-‘ INrinsic to it.tnaw‘[:,-

- cagniving idiosyneratically, and not to a pre-
:,E..-.hé eality of symptoms. Also, it is such that
" pwhen film is ‘finished “and is ready for the
L fience, the work is only the end point of a
_ ﬁc.m"'mmpletinn'ﬂurmnrksits'm:u:cssi::m

the level of the artistic symbol. In otherwords,
gnished film is primarilya symbolic system that
niishes within it moral, political and ethical

- 5
i TS

: L.- development of conceptions of judg-
_ stson film art in the final decades of the twen-
seth century vielded to a grand influx from the
heary of semiology; the excrescence of treating
. }&ﬂrn: as potential pockets of meaning
peneration, and the larger developments of genre
priticism on politically conscious tangents fol-
gwed suit. This general ‘idenlogy-critique’ has
had the last word about the ‘merit'of a film atleast
ince then. Most of the diverse branches of the
filmstudies, now, treat the syibols of the artwith-
o the films' structure as the symptoms of con-
edled interests. This, in 4 sense, is equable with
ow Benjamin (in his Paris; Capitalof 19 centu-
) read the architecture of Paris arcades as proofs
iflate capiralist reification or how Adorno made

ww Derrida, declared that the structure of art
makes manifest the self-referential and unfath-
Omable character of all signs. The prﬁﬂﬂ"d_‘-}'
*des of understanding the artistic credos of a

Him uses'an ambivalence borrowed from this his-

v ofpast Frankfurt school eagerness toread the
“mbolic as subordinated to the symptomatic or-
et of awork of agt,

Fhﬁ'ﬂismngmph of 2 dialectic of Reason'or

Iris evident th
"r::;'::;ﬁ:l:::::c L;r; anade .'r'l'r'rinﬂt:u. have
thetics and ﬂlf:._-r.it- w _h“ s duly feltin visual aes-

: riticism and there arises the -
cessity 1‘1'.1 interpret the new (state of ) films ss
works of are--(Ir is Inportant to acknowledge
!‘IETI: that a shift has peeurred — it least within an
important swathe of conre mporary visual culture
= towirds an aesthetic that foregrounds the di-
mension of sensation. The notion of an ‘aesthetics
of sensation, becomes neces sary to make sense of
the myriad ways in which contemporary popular
culture interacts with the art of cinema. ) A return
to past is impossible though most of the contexts
that have e ngendered the modernists'aesthetic
erises have not disappeared from the respective
societies, but persist in different guises. Itisin this
context that the people receive through an explo-
sion in DVD market and internet downloads the
newest offerings of world cinema. Cinema now
falls into the category of a fading aestherics: films
arc no longer‘aesthetic projects’. Asa means of ex-
pression, and potentially an art,it isa language; a
fantasy space which becomes an aesthetic medi-
um,an acsthetic expression of existence.

Concomitant to theideas (the theorists of late
capitalism had given) of the new society where
mass culture develaped itselfaround art, mass cul-
rureand itsvagaries foralarge partpretended tobe
the equivalent of the technical innovation during
the modernist period in art and literature. The
proliferation of computers and the ease atforded
with virious graphical softwares have nmdt: it
possible to ‘machinically’ outdo the painstaking
visual effects devised by avant-gardes and early
surreal artists in l-h:irﬁnmlnﬂum#uf?]lm it
more evidently so - what was so diﬂ“““ i
Tarkovsky or Eisensteinis literallya childs playin
ch presnt cra with film edicing softwares. Has |
¢his brought about any ‘difference’in the merit i

at the concept of greatness of
teria for'qualiry
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s Has the new age with its digital
i ds of

.« modulations surpassed all nee

Hmphwiiun:mnﬂmshnujdmuftrchnuh #And

tups does thatend upinﬂ.m.llmrt of

i ;Ppmr!m,hmif
;::::T artistically serious — what used to be called

sgrear’—films? After all, arrempts to attribute to
films the cultic and culrural authority that art and
literature enjoyedin modernist timesin Eurape o
such powerthateven films themselves enjoved for
a shartwhile (in the Soviet camp or elsewhere in
Avant-garde West or Japan) have failed in our
times. Also, every aspect of the social sphere has
been shaded by a hedonistic aestheticization,
from shop-windows to packaging to advertising
and the media, to the office, sports and politics.
Whetherwe livein anage of artistic poverty isthe
query that contemporary cinemna raises, Movies
like commuxdities are designed to stimulate in the
onlooker the desire and the impulse to view'and
bea part of the ‘fantasy world. Film aesthetics us-
‘aesthetics’to ‘sell’in the form of ‘display’. Bau-
drillard in his analysis refers to how the "implo-
sion” of aesthetics and commedification in con-
temporary capitalist societies provides an aes-
theticization of commoditiesand acommodifica-
tion of art and aesthetics. Among such general-
ized hedonism, is there still a place, necessarily
within cinema itself, for a logic common yet inde-
pendent of the pleasure principle, demanding yet
without any pretension to governmental/in-
vestor's authority, free of any social obligation yet
susceptible of rigorous critique?
There emerges the need of considering the
films’ censorship, promotion, and management
through and by the public authorities. If the ad-

the end product

* vent ufmhnuhg}!,n referred above, has a few

critical tangentson the creative aspect of acinema,
:hia]ﬂmﬂmﬂﬂﬁwhnthudtmgedhzmpﬁm
and consurnption of films. In a sense, seriotis — or
_ whatis deemed serious according to the prevalent

£

EEE]'IIEE.ﬂII..E i ‘:ﬂ“tEMPﬂfuf}r Ell’fﬁ 'hh‘
claimed for ‘national causes’ (they gy i *

international festivals of films rep hg ; .n;L : :
nation,or will be honoured atstate ey, :: thy
al level }m}' awards) and ATC Frifited 5 :-u_ﬁﬁ

entry in the presentday cultural anpg), differe
gration of films (which has a she rt-feg h.rm““!'”:
rr:mcmhe:ﬂ:d histﬂ-r}'ufrl:hf]]jﬂg ﬂ-_‘é.'-lllni.t -H"! 1 §ate
of the prevalent classes dtﬁhﬁfﬂtﬂl}'ﬂﬁ:wmuh“‘":'i T
shock and scandalize the society that TEEﬁn.uF FIms
has a number of features in comman Witk !
pacification of social contlict through the -.1.1-5:""]"' ik
state. In other words, the new sociery findaf
duty bound to look sympathetically ;{nr_lmﬂ.,;'::
qualified awe at all thar is held (hailed) a5 =
artistic experiments by the establishment gy ¢ ¢
less of their acsthetics or even appeal to 1 -
taste, Art that foregrounds its politics orideshy 4
cal bent becomes feeble, preventing a heighe fon
aesthetic and social interaction with the ameg if
In extension, the present day aesthetic fewitk
itself has found it imperative to move into figgna
that are not per se aesthetically explainable Bro
viewing its recent history, we find that sestheare
and criticism especiallywith regard to cinemabeal
started to look at art predominantly as 2 wed D
humanities. The question of being polifain ¢
rightorwrong, morally pliable or not,or theg®® £
rion of being in support of values expoand 15
world wide with reference to UN or WHOS!
such international bodies/centers where "'*an
are codified and circulated for consumption® :::
propagation take on an unprm:cd:nttﬂ ’ﬁm
cance in the assessment of a film (or anywo® aw
art). Thefilm thatison the right Hdﬂﬂfﬂlﬂﬂipl‘q
tions are supported by the andF
vate investors (who produce I.'hﬂml;ﬂﬂdi“dﬁm
theexplosion of awerkofartin H:emiﬂﬂiﬂf"’u
dience,a deepimpact that leaves the receive! o
pletely transformedin the presence ofthe W0




b orsuch responses have become no more possi-
. Artdoes not signify anymore a means that re-
R e i...'“ﬂﬂ"""h of governmental or capitalist ag-
L n(which have tended tonarrowdown their
\d 'm_ nces as the century proceeded viz. global
ket liberalization). Even if it does, the people
1t not be able to comp rehend it as readily as they
yo when art (and film) was in visibly hostile
swith governments and markets,
The selection of films at the international are-
e like the Cannes or the Academy explicitly dis-
gvs iLn CAZEIMEsS to readthe symbaolicassubordi-
fite to the symptomatic order of a work of art—
he bevyof films carry prominent tags of anti-war,
witi-racist film ( Thoedve Years a Slave [ 2013, Steve
._';; Queen )], The Artack [2013 by the Lebanese di-
sctor Ziad Doueirinti, withanti-war propaganda
wd the Palestine-lstael issue lurking at the edge),
2 feminist film, a film of LGBT advocacy (Abdel-
tif Kechiche's Biue ir the Warmest Colour 2013
yith its long erotic scenes establishing an all con-
ming passion; seen as a ‘reply’ to Ang Lee’s
skeback Mountain) and so on, rendering the
rtistic signification of the movie a vestigial criti-
tool. Movies like the American Hustle (2013
David O Russel) can be seen as sheerexplorations
n dissatisfaction or r:pms:nmtinm'prﬁ:ntaﬁun
fa story of political corruption. While the The
oifief Wil Street (2013 Martin Scorsese) became
fontroversial for its sexual content, drug abuse,
udity and vulgarity Philomena (2013 Stephen
rears) made a mark attacking the Irish Catholic
urch. Many of these movies attract attention
onlybecause ofbeing atthe Cannesorhavingwon
ds or accolades at film festivals. The market-
2ol DVDs follow the linie of reasoningadopted
% internationally significant film festivals,and
o ﬂl:nrﬁs&tall}-m‘ndtbg;?mpmﬂ'
vover-determined lose their differences and
helatter an easier criterialtodefine the relevance’

nf awork of art to u mass, takes over. In the larger
pmfur:. this mode of critique makes films HFFI:."EI
-fic’.rm_ic.m and ignorant of whar actually is at fssue
inititisasifehe Blm was awiitinga Phill}!‘l}phic.ﬂ
decipherment—an ‘inverted regime'which Didi-
Huberman calls the ‘success of symptom’. The
problem of an aesthetic theory of the film, the
pmblcm of judg ng theclaims ofafilm as a'verita-
blework ofart’, will beginwith explaining the‘na-
ture'of the symbol wia media the language that the
cinema has created and used in its texture—an in-
tersubjectve and universally intelligible nature.
What is primarily necessary then, is to mark a
point of departure from the ‘inner structure’ of a
film and the institutions of weltare stare that bear
upon it. Whetherwith digitalization orwithoutit,
a film if it should be deemed as a serious/"great’
work must have on the board a few properties, a
few characteristics independent of its affiliation
withthe'spheres of value". Aesthetics hastobe for-
mulated with reference to these necessities and
notits corollaries.

The idea of films as a means of access to the
world, therefore, takes up the Frankfurt school
notion of the non-exclusive nature of the aesthet-
ic ﬁphﬂ'ﬂ‘, It m':ghtbc also thought that films with
their history of give and take with this mode of
evaluation and asscssment have developed vicari-
common senses of socicties, However, obviously,
these associations must be taken as independent
of the artistic quai':l:y of the film in question. In E
simple terms, the r:]ig;immnrdm erotic OVertones
of the film cannot be used to assess uﬁlmmn.vmrk i
of art.In fact, there are other disciplines, philoso- <
ohy for instance, that have better claims on these
o than s, As a workofart s o
workofart,afilm n:iuuﬂﬁun.-'u}d N'-"F“md";
not depend on its erotic or Eigions SAETE.
rension, not even the fact of presenting A new

msnmmm.ln-

_‘



This posture essentiala reflection as
mhﬂ#!ﬁﬂﬂﬁrﬁhummqu first
other arts arc practically swal-

that can still incite? Why do

grounds as an art
nandin-

stance abautthe artofour age having lost the crt-
while sbility to move its ceccivers will need 1o be
Mm“mﬂh"mm_
hese is art before which people still kneel
mww‘uﬂmﬁﬂﬂq |I F:
mmndnppdmnhpmru;w'm
: “hﬂ#ﬂfﬂdﬂﬂhm“dﬂ-
I what cinema primarily does is (as Angelopoulos
refers) cross a number of borders: | e
‘"&#Fﬁmwwmd.mﬂ.
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commuaity, realism and mmﬂhm'ﬁ
<ound;and between whatisseenind

held ornot seen. In fact serious new e it
cinemi has compelled us to reconsig rwtl
I

while claims of art itself. The bestof W
worksof cinematicart today,opensuston, R
er questions that eventually becomes e, 80°
each. Speaking about our ‘mediated g tlﬂd
Blurred Boundaries, Bill Nichols refess hﬁ{!h‘
snformation age as essentially a e e
“More than inﬁ)rrnﬂfiun. we need ﬂmd“;
can structure and focus itall. The gﬂﬁum:.__
seructural complexity of late twea ticthoemte .
ality calls for story telling thar can appessg, i,
compass it [information]” (ix). The amigion
tempts at films today have indeed gone o]
tance toward meeting sucha need. Jothikag be
hawsuch ‘reinventions'of cincmatic s S
one needs to analyse closely the films thetSgiona
sustained the promisc of art to our tims (hghc £
ously it is when the cineaste s conoetn for oSOV
a5 an sesthetic as well as a cultural medium #S8CTTIS
'_"_“h"“’d perspective that this becomes s tegr
bility. In other words, the acsthetics i such ghppe
it ml:ll:h of a priority of the film as the adstoTp
placing is. In warching {/zak (2002, Nyri Bitheir:
E&hdyhljle? (2012, Umur D:lg},..-*fﬂ'ﬂ-'f (¥to mf
mﬂmm;, The Filim of Disguiet (20000 ™
ho) ar The Rocke : COnSC
e (2013, Kim Mord#*
- thilms that are rooted j T e i bran
indi in the signifiersot”
HEEnous nllmrh £ . ; J it a
only in the . '?El:ﬂuidmuc,.uﬂp ’
g un icdiomyn ce of successfisl works ol "
tend their s R 'Z'fmhnii:: order, that tbﬂf::"'"'
Placement an mlm feel the special senve 4 F i
iwed global cxl tion rife in ﬂgw.wi“""‘
r Lm"'d'w 4 r:inrrrlllﬁf melfa
etk 0 She



e indescribable beauty of Rome contrasts
o ‘decadent fand mpcrﬁ'ﬁll lives of Romie's
-t lites. The central character Jep Gam-
ally takes us through the battered soul of
" Premicred at the Cannes the movie pres-
_ision of moral chaos and disorder, spiritual
{ emorional emptiness at the moment in time
 Berlusconi era of ltaly). Itexplores how the
ot ¥4 narural beauty, and & culture (that pro-
ced the likes of Federico Fellini) that has been
avant-garde of artsince neorealism reached
g languorous impasse at which it finds itself
- culture that is blocked, resigned, em-
med in elegant decline, where some seck reli-
ll'lﬂ others cocaine, and intellectuals talk
flessly about what'swrongand yetinertia over-
elms all forward momenturm.
Such films as these show to the new interna-
nal brood of audience that the differences from
e films’ cultural milicus slowly fade off as the
ies start working outside their symbolic pat-
ms. Emphasizing on either one, acsthetic in-
grity or cultural narratives, might easily have
sed the halance. Such works are conscious fiot
fip the careful balance that has been followedin
e mhﬂﬂ.fbritiuw:}'pnﬁibltfmm‘irnng:’
.- 2 maudlin, or pornographic rather than
fisic. It is also a possibility that they mightself-
nsciously‘explain of preach. Cinema not being
chofpolitics,theimage, beginwith,has
it 2 4 symbol, intriguing in its own Tight OPet
nultiple readings, and evoking & pumber of
Motions. The filmmakers, like true artists, ﬂl’ 7
trate form and contentinsuch amannet CLL

-
. 1
%

e 1 or even compel us to £0 beyond the image®
slielf and establish “meaning.“The congentrtir
A" ¢ imnage as the basic signy the fundamen®
orpcncnr from which emotionslity and 5Y™F”

4 0% o bl e derived marks ‘gt B
A 4 "Pite the period inwh ich MWPM In

s e
succenses/failures; th:‘ e "_Id"l” good/bad or
. . s the distinetion is between wuch
bk as that have realized their potential asart and
sich that have not,
| While a |lhrll.’nHru1,j'|'| im'[lllﬂ likeness, s mov
ing image is not merely a moving likeness; though
there is phm‘. ographic similarity, there is also
something else that makes it different. The snow
that fills the streets in Uizakis clearly thesnowina
wintrytownscape, Butgiven the narrative that has
gone hefore, we cannot help but see the snow as
something much more powerful and important
for the two cousins who have lost their closeness.
Itisalso a question thrown into the lives of the au-
dience. In fact, starting from Tarkovsky, through
Angelopoulos and Kubrick to Bela Tarr in the
present, respect for and fascination with formal
expETiments O Cinema so as to take it formallsti-
cally away from the averige (meaning American
to alarge extentin today’s gl Jhal film culnure) fea-
cure film that is made up af six hundred to two
thousandindividual shotsin aninety-minute par
rative is uppaﬂnt.ﬁngclnpum is known for his
characteristicuseof fewer thanone-renthasmany
chots in the two to three hours of his films. Also
one might remember Sokurov, whose onc-ex®
cended track shot film Rﬂlﬁh”ﬂﬂ‘m} that
runs for hundred minutes, uipfltrdtﬂ Wlﬂ“ e=
E'E‘P[ﬂdl'ﬂlgth annd convenfian of cincmahc &Xpe
rience NP!TH?'
fostrerch out the

ed means, of COUTEE

thﬂhgoingmhumhmm |

of the unfolding of a moment (o€
pccur in time and ;purhm




schons symbolic systern have ,

news working in it crafy ﬂ“&ﬂ, -

past and future throagh . “. rh

cidental symptoma Theie ﬂ;‘%‘r‘;,

in the face of traditional cinemgg, .
rative foroes the spectatos ines 4, k‘ 2
thot and co-voyager. And eh..,w _
celebrated films of the ‘wiringg
drew Horton womcally refermed
can( Amencanised ) cinerma - | hdw
M.%ﬂﬂ&ﬁh[ﬂ-ﬁmh’ﬁl
Pﬂrubydtuuhmudnﬁm_w'!
ishly recommended by them | -

a!l 1=

<TrTe: gy
midmnxmtdmgm.‘m g
recommendation of the direcsry By, :
Warmest Calour (2013) ok the e e
win Palm d'Ore at Cannes pushing
scurity a film like The Rockerby Monduste
Blu¢ s the Warmert Colowr or Captue
Scorsese’s own braun-chuld T 68 « WiRen
have indeed “alot going on”in them whis. @
parison, very little ever “happens’ a4
not tail o see mdn-m:mphumﬂﬂ‘-‘.
qualiry of such works, a procuuct of ol #555
acteristics outlined above, together W&
usual tension generated between what 479
it the extended, tacinum and deflast =48
view and that which i absent tem o
list o what we do ot sce or bear 00 96 5%
m“h_mmmﬁ‘?
the new shelt glory movies that wsh ¥
Rty -stop on everything that o ¥ '
hmm-m._.uﬂ‘*
ability 1 leave lhngtmlnltﬂﬁtj
Banies, theat musber dip as yean &5
ahwiys hadd the reverse ctbect of openid .
1o comnplete the fllm in our own
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poin 1 ¢ usenoughnarrativeandchame-
. formation 50 that we feel we know every-
mh-ﬂ-ucﬁlm'acnd-WI: can be even more spe-
. bmﬂ great films appear sodifferentinevery
o -.t':wﬁ craditional narrative films, we too as
; begin 1@ experience topics and issues as
X ﬁ&mﬂtﬂﬁmdmﬁﬁfmafmh perspec-
4 perspective that only works of art can
4t on reality through theirintmicate symbalic
i rations. This disruption of bromidic per-
R e ﬂﬂtﬁﬂltglp'ﬂ‘ﬂtnﬂﬂimhtbﬁﬂgnd
B _.oh serious intellectual involvement from
-Iil'f contemporary audience. This is the
oo stake of film asan artinour fimes,and inac-

e cotialindicator of the present day evolution of

;fhumﬂnculnmlndm:fs most important
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ARATUPUZHAVELAYUDHA "
PANICKER,A FORGOTTEN
SOCIAL REVOLUTIONARY

ocial Revolution begins when a set of
Bpeopl: who are socially, politically and
economically oppressed are being exploit-
ed.Slowly they get themselves enlightened
and work for theirown emancipation. Such a
movement can change the existing social or-
derandcreate a new one. Fundamental social
changes always come from the suppressed
people everywhere. Such a change occurred
in the state ofKerala under the aegis and
leadership of the Ezhavas.

The Ezhavas alongwith other communi-
ties shared the same cultural identify until
the emergence of Brahminical Hinduism
around the 80 century A.ID. This was facili-
tated by the Buddhist culture that prevailed
in Kerala for shout 1200 years!, The extermi-
nation of Buddhism by the Brahmins under
the leadership of Sankaracharyu ushered ina
rew eraof tyrannical rule and Kerala became
a lunatic usylum. The historical background
of the Hindu religious revivalism under
Sunkard's leadership reveals the inhuman
torture of the Buddhists?, The story of Paru-
surama legend and Sankara’s Digvijaya were
the root cause of the extermination of Bud-
dhisen from Kerala, These Kings and their

ARTS & SCIENCE COWLEGE KOZMIKODE

Y
':'.I" g
9"
Deepthi.PR. 3552
Research Schotar B -
Department of History o
Umiversity Library :E.l
? oy fess Sheic
associates who identified themet o3V

the Brahmins became Ka!u:ﬁ_.—ﬁm-c £
Thosewho could notidentify wish 2aifa-ar
mins became outcastes. Among thes M ans
Ezhavas held a unique position U5 =
other outcastes Ezhavas held the higetvom
cial status. Historically it was the -E;J“-"_'
who held the Buddhist tradition menf®*
any other group in Kerala. Some mae®"
dhist traditions such as learning ":"EiFer
practicing Ayurvedic Medicine, ticy ﬂ:..-
erant attitude towards other etha g"*:_n
and rational thinking exemplifies =

By the dawn of the 2 Oth cenrurc B3
education became more populac O
the spread of western education, 5% g
curred an intellectual awakening S8 4.
people. Many among the lower &5 Jear
came conscious of their social supf™ sav,
As a result they began to wake up 5 “Ka
dawn of the 20th century, Kerala “""ﬂ_"ﬁ
this wakening, On the latter half & e pad
century attempts were made by afow S
like Aarattupuzha Velayuda Panst? rwh
change their traditional lﬂi}l‘"’“’h‘b:
practices. But these attempts did 974 i
the charscterofa mnmLTh e




| ccattered activities in this regard later on
: as & widespread movement under the
, rg;hdi[‘ of Sree Naravana Gury,

[] 3

Arattupuzha Velayudha Panicker
A strong desire tor social ch ange among the
bt avas was obvious trom the middle of the
gth cenrury. Arattupuzha Velayudha Panicker
es2-Jan. 1874) was an Ezhava warrior who
ped in the joth century in Kerala.He fought
st caste oppression by the upper castes?,
fi< original name was Kalisseril Velayudha
% ckavar®. His parents died in his childhood it-
i Velayudhan studied Ayurvedaand Astrolo-
from family Asans. He married Velumpy of
faranappallyin 1845 He moved to the house in
fangalamafter the marriage. Itwasatradition-
reakwood Naalukettu, indistinguishable
m rich savarna house’. Hewas tall, muscu-
gand very fair skinnedé. He caught hold of the
hief who robbed a salda ramam from Tha-
R insloos Namboothiripad theTantri of Sree
dmanabhaswamy Temple. He caught him
wring his travel toThiruvananthapuram
irough Kayamkulam lake. As a reward for this
hemsharajs gave him the title of Pamickan. Lat-
g1t was modified as Panicker’.
At that time art forms like Kathakali was
mopolized by caste Hindus. In those days the
W castes had no right either 1O pmﬂﬂ.
bithakali or form any Kathakali F:-gl.m He
ened Karhakali which mﬁdﬁnﬁ“ﬂ"‘ﬁ "_
varna art from one of his uncles who was i
athakali lover. He started a Kathakali troop
th the help of Tharananaloor Namboothiri-
b w0 became hisclose friend after the inch
jam Lake. He started 3

hr.I:.mging to Ambals

. puzha, Purakkat, was :
pointed in this Kk, e

|

the caste | findus and 1'hr_-1__rr.n,r|“|-|,.g.tih s Madha-
va Rao, the then Dewan of Travancore. After
hearing both the parties, The Dewan granted
them the TighT to maintain the Kathakali Yo
gam¥,

Hehad personally thuted caste prohibitions
and restrictions from childhood onwards, re
quiring Ezhavas who lived in his area under his
protection to do likewise, for example by using
public roads. At the time of the 1850’ Breast -
clothcontroversies, he had commanded all
Channar women in his area to defy roval prohi-
bition upon covering upper body and had
bought and distributed upper cloths to all svar-
na women in Kayamkulam market. Some high
caste Mamboothiri men laterintimidated Ezha-
va women, by tearing their breast-cloths. Pan-
ickeropposed themwithaniron hand and drove
them away.

In 1852 he travelled to Goa where he prac-
ticed Brahminical rites used fnrtnmpkmi_?-
I 1854 hefounded atemplein Mangalathu il
lage. Viswanathan Gurukal of Randiyus, 3 h"‘l}
fikkara installed Sivalinga and panicker himse

did the Pooja. Al castes and tribes were allowsd
: Panicker built another temple
o Wuﬁhlp there - _ tgtal-
i Cheruvaranam in 1853 (Aruviparum H8=

. Narauana Guru was only i

188819) Panicker Wﬂimﬂd :

avat is @ cloth wom by womea i
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group aof un:-tr-r'l:u pm:-pk who attacked him
trom behind during the darkness of nighr?.
The medieval feudal society in Kerala was
caste stratified. Human beings were divided in-
to upper castes and lower castes and they were
ruled o the basis of religious belief and submis-
son to the Brahmins. Even elementary human
rights were denied to the low castes. Such was
the politics of the Brahminical social order of
the day. It was against this social and political
tyranny that the Guru advocated the down-
trodden masses to get educated and be strong
through organization. This was achieved
through the establishment of the SNDP Yo-
gam. Other communities, both higher and low-
er organized themselves and fought for getting

political agitations led by the SNDP Yogam
paved the way for a new political order which
enabled the depressed classes to share power

with the ruling class. Ezhava leaders like Dy

Fﬁu,lma\m,tx.mm.c.xc-
mm C.V. Kunjuraman
and the leaders of other communities like
Vakkom Abdul Khadar Malayi were the stal-

i o e AETT A VN e

wiirts of this social revolution Th
ment initiated by Arattapuzh, v

y

icker, subsequently bore Frisies by

efforts of other Community lf;.‘.e .

ceeded him, ‘ b
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-Harold ] Laski

E:npﬁnn 15 4 common phenomenon
onlyin India but all over the world.
Itis spreading like dangerous disease in our
ﬂﬂ.;}*i'ﬁ:' \;mil:l Bank defines corruption
a public office for private gain”
{M Bank, 1997). Transparency IntE:nr
tional defines corruption “as abuse of en-
trusted power for privare gains"(Trans-
P'-'fm-}_' International, MI.Evtryunc has
0 fuce issues of corruption at least once in

their life.Corruption is spreading such g

llflllln_lm‘:th:l it could be there in local ra-
Honing department, police, municipal au-
d'ﬂ'll}'.mid ﬁcl.dl and even |

L1

[ |
|
i
i
i
it
—ar
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Ressarch Scholac
of Political Soences a0t
Sikim Centtral University, Gangtok, India "
he b
Introduction According to Kofi Annan, ‘e T
T <K e bases democracy, undermine e, 8
Mai 5 mt::“ b?thﬂ H'lght s torts markets, and stifles SCTMOME

(Kameswari, 2006), Like in Ny
ruption is roadblock to m:jc-mi;r:m:
India. A study conducted by Trsmge
International in 2005 found s,
than62% ot Indians has firsthand e,
of paying bribery to get job in peiigh,
successfully. In 2012 India has s m
of 176 countries by transparescy Spe
tional study on corruption (Trsphe
International Corruption F’-‘E‘-‘-*.-ﬁh-!
dex,2012). 2
There are many reasons forthe 'ﬂ:
rate of corruption such as high % :_“
tion, lack of accountability (F%°
mist,2011), lack of morality e
mechanism for punishmen 'h‘”.‘!
carruption, lack of ill fame, ek o .
ganisation to fight agaimt I I 1._“,".-‘3
wage, and hwgmpia}'mtﬂh‘m K
burea the absence '€

leadership. The politiciar



W‘mmmﬂ relation is muin res.

oo™ bleinvarioussectorsin -
{‘m:wd forms including political
Hmﬂtmdw.inﬂﬂﬂ_ttn‘
sty in medical fields, science and
| ~, driving licence, and even in judici-
im_'[‘htmmtnnmﬂﬂ spec-
ﬂwﬁﬂnmmlnﬂrﬁngmm.ﬁ-d-
vote for cash scam show corruption is
hdﬁm&nmrﬁmmmm
;on get importance. If an uncorrupted
4 dwantstobe protected from this threat
i conbe in constant fight against corruption.
combat in India, such as,
: -- : son Act 1988, IPC 1860,
 Prevention of Money Laundering Act
2 and Prevention of Corruption (amend-
Aot 207 mw.qﬂmlpﬂ'
ené courts are established to protect people
o corruption. Bu wmk‘ﬂlﬂ“ﬂ'
wtions] mechanism to curb corruption saves
Withtheintentionofeurbeormupootnt

1 the cight of people in government

1987, 404 |
the E1 rttl-u::r::: L ot v
“hl{hm]u,jﬂih‘hrm ':LH*I‘*‘”"--H?I'I'I
Thriﬁ!du:rum.ﬁ,“; By 210 -
than &3 CUNErIes have fafionsd. leve Iﬂl T-‘Hﬂ
0t regulations in force i huding e m.._m
“*"'F"-‘“R‘»"?'lﬂ"‘i-ﬂ lilee Chirg and laca -t
ed RT1 Actin 2055 whern we snalyw he demn
cratic history of Tndia it was lrttle Lare
The constitution of India ATty Srvee mor
grant a right to information. Howerer the
ﬁupﬂm: Court of India 10 weveral cases held
that right to information n implict i fesds-
mental right of freedom of speech and expres-
sion article 19(1)(s) and right of life and iberss
article (21).1 we do not have the information
on how our government and public insrision
functions, we CAnNOE EXPAESs propes o &
chat. This sct malkes administration o e
ple centred, fair and democranc
"The Right to lnformation Act 2005 iantier
— mwm of Cormapeon

e




| ovide informa-
s f1Es 1o !HLH-!!.:II: in

ey of all public autl

¢ by citizens. A sea can be achieved to-

laccountability in gover-
ance by implementing the Act in letter and

] i " Personnel &
spirit  (Department of
T!!nin'mg.(;nwmrnc ntof India,2005). The RT1

Actis to check illegal de aling and corruptive at-
Hrude among burcaucrats. RT1is a mean toem-
power the people and help in using discretion

while choosing the government.
As a party to International Convention on

Civil and Political Right (ICCPR), India is un-

derobligation to guarantee right to information

underarticle 190fICCPR(.2012). The rightto

information campaign in India began with the

Mzdoor Kiasan Shakti 5:1.ng'.1t|1 an( MEKSS)

movement,to bring in transparency in village
accountsviademand for minimum wage in rural
India. This movement was a turning point in
RTI1 movementand showed that even illiterate,

socially mute and exploited labour could assert
and get their other rights conceded by invoking
RTL(Srvatava, Smitha,2002) In 1993 adrafred
RTTlaw was proposed by Consumer Education
and Research Council, Ahemadabad(CERC),
Itproposed for, A three-tierindependentappel-
late mechanism In 1996 Press Council of In-
dia,headed by justice P.B.Sawant presented a
draft model form of right to information to gov-
ernment of India. his proposal was later updated
and renamed the PCI-NIRD Freedom of In-
formation Bill, 1997. But this draft laws never
got the interest of government (IJREISS,
March 2012).

In 1996 itself the National Campaign of
Right to Information(NCPRI) began to foster
the process enactment of right to information
act by the government.In 1997 eflorts to legis-
late right to information at national and state

level become fasterIn 1999,Mr. Ramjer-

Ec ROAEE f
wards transparcncy ant

ﬂ GOVT ARTS & SCIENCE COLLEGE KOZHIKODE

malani,Union minister foe 1
issued an order enabling Eirdih:“ﬂ
receive photoc s gL, N
o t}"f opies of filey iy hie My, I.Pr_l-r‘
net secreta I':q-' LiJLi Gt lﬁt.ﬁq o “H'F'ﬂ. 1,]?".:
i

in to effect. The Mationa] Fe. o F,d‘
tion Bill 2000, ; ™ 2
]'ﬂ. 1“”‘1'.".!'.][4:1'! &g ;qm"-‘t‘:-ﬂ?

.n':-:nr 20011t got assen; of Py Nl
as the Freedom of Informari, .y
this act never comesin force I T;‘{ )’
c_cmﬂng of UPA gOvernment Tn:w,: )
simpetus. Withintroduction g, - L
imum Programme, UPA governm ﬂ::“ ,
the Right to Information Act w-.ii_t:-rlbi':l |
progressive.  and  partigi FiT‘:‘
meaningful. The bill was re ferred &y :,,:a:
to Standing Committee. The “’F‘”‘" o
mittee with proposed amendmess -
proved in 2005. Thus Right to Informes
came into foree in October12, 2005 Ta
includes 31 sections and 2 schedule B
covers, Central, state and local goverss
and all bodies owned, controlled or subses
ly financed; non-government organissied
stantially financed,directly or indi=sla
funds provided by the appropriate Govesst
It also Covers executive, judiciary and =
ture and Includes information rehtisg®t ®
vate body which canbe accessed by st @
other law for the time beinginforce. |
The need for Right to Informatea 5% 8
widely felt in all sectors of the counsy &
hasreceived judicial recognition ‘Wﬁ
landmark judgments of Indian e = o
U.P versus RajNarain Case(197515F
Union of Tndia ﬁlﬂflm-hﬂ‘kh "'"::H
toknowinarticle 19(1)(a) ofconsTE
bayEnvironmental Group and *

PuneContonment Board, Hﬂﬂ:;‘ :;{1 K
fpsr®

and Co versus the Union ?i’l
Manubhai 1. Shah versus Life



B e some of the landmark cases which
§ |l for che mn-m]uq:titm of RT1, The tamous
i ot in these case supported citizens right

S ac fundamental right(IJREISS 2012,
.ot Features of RTT Act 2005 are;

ATl cirizens possess the right to information
serm Information includes any mode of
Ltormation in any form ofrecord, docu-
r. e-mail, circular, press release, contract
grmple orelectronic data ete.,

B:ohs to information covers inspection of
ork document, record andits certified copy
_'L d information in form of diskettes, flop-
ipics, tapes,video cassettes in any electronic
imode or stored information’s incomputer

& nplicant can obtain Informarion within 30

gdays from the date ofrequest in a normal

Information can be obrained within 48

hours from time of request. [fit isa matter at

dife or liberty of a person.

Every public authority is under obligation to

wrovide information onwrilten Tequest orres

juest by clectronic means.

ain informationis prohibired.

. trictionsmade for third party informa-

BN

Appeal against the decision of the Central

Jaformation Commission orState Informa”

tion Commission can be made to an officer

W0 is senjorin rank.

Penalty for refusal to receive an application

for information or for nntprnﬁdl“!i“fm‘

m is Rs, 250/~ per day but t:d m;:l
t ' not eX¢ 3

ﬂi.ﬂw._wm should

- Central Information Commission and S5
Information Commission areto be consti™

fured by the Corrgl ¢ "V
Spective Stae(
No Court can

; Cmment and the re-

HOVErnmenty

entertai -

or other proceedingy I:::'P::'T';Il" J:';':.
TH:‘IT under the Acei Ministry of | I:.:- "”.
Social Justice JLrovernment of ll:1.‘m-..?l“u:ﬂl.
R1g£1r to information Ace provides for '[.'i.:n-

tral Information Lommission and Seate Infor-

mation Commission for its smooth functioning

Central Information Commission

The Government of India has constituted 1
bady under the Right to Information Act, 2005
known as the Central Information Commaission
to exercise the powers conferred on and 1o per-
torm the functions assigned to itunderthe Act.
It islocated in New Delhi. It is proposed toap-
point more Information Commissioners in the
Commission. The Act provides that the Infor-
mation Commissioners shall be persons of emi-
nence in public life with wide knowledge and
experience in law, science and technology, social
service, management, journalism, muass-media
ar administration and governance. Further, the
Information Commissioner shall not be 2
Member of Parliament or Me miber of the Leg-
islarure of any State or Union Territory, ﬁitht
case may be,or hold any other office of pﬂ.nm of
mmﬂﬁd withany political pur:-:ur?ﬂl‘ﬁ;ﬂﬂf':?
anty business of pursuing any FW'“:“E l:'n-r .
fapmation Commissioner shall hol i .h; .

f five years from the date on which he el
GNP his office or till he attains the 4g¢ of 63
AT heveris earlier The salary and al-

e Ew]: to an Information f'-mm:l-ii"

':'H‘I:mjzl'lﬂl ﬁihu same a4 that of an EIECE
sioner ¥ subject 10 adjustment
Commissioneh e et avall 4 by hin,
pensiony/rereETt Db Lot Ac a
any,in accordance
(, 2003),

MAEMENTATON

amﬁlﬂmwm'm'wl

‘



Srate Information Commission

L an commissioner to
Therr is astate informaton
e tate. The State

information m e
fmz“:mm isston shall consiat of the

Segre Chief Informanon Commissioner, and
soch numbet of State Information Commis-
soners, not exceeding ten, as may be deemed
necessary. The State Chiet Information Com-
misssoncr and the Stare Information Commis-
siomers shall be appointed by the Governor on
the recommensdation of a committee consisting
of the Chief Minister, who shall be the Chair-
personof the commitree; the Leader of Opposi-
tios in the Legislative Assembly; and a Cabinet
Minister 10 be nominated by the Chief Minis-

ﬁmw#mmmmg 2005).

toimplementation of RTTAct
These are many obstacles in the implemen-
mm&:pdnrufﬁqufmm-
this legislation, iron framework uf
buresucracyinsensitivity of public officials,
th-imafmmtunpbym de-
._tndthuﬂfmmﬁu.'rhﬂ:uﬁm
become hurdies in theway of proper implemen-
tation of act. There are other J ]
a5 ambiguous orders, Lack of proper procedure
for recording orders total lack of accountability
15 to whes written orders will be given, arbitrary
refusal w provide information. The Central In-
ﬁwmmumum -judicial
g sethority But there is o judicialqualification a
for judicial duty performance in commission.
Theworkload of cases is one of the problems.
The of some of the RT1 Act pro-
m"”‘"“mnﬂdﬁhm

innthe ru]:l. fl"iﬂ‘l-ﬂ] Filﬂ"l.l."uhrly 'mﬂu
RPL tees. Though there is .lp-h:,n“ S,
through bankdrafes, this poses o e
lem, as the bank charges Rs 35 4,
rand draft ofRs 10, Theretore ".uphhl
sOME dn:pnﬂmrn ts tO receive feey oy
demanddrafts and not in cash pesy, "
pe nsed with.

The main obstacle in the way of
ing RT1 actis the threat, killing of s,
work as RTT activists. The recent Killing 4
tivists like, Shahla Mazood, who woeks
tiger poaching in Guijrat,murder of §
Sayid, who is the prime witness of Naody
massacre and a right to information actag
Ahemadabad and Poonam Solanki
activist in Gujrat become in coma by the
of anti- RT1 activists are some of the cung
only(Human right documentation 20111

Nineteen government organisations
empted from RTT Act. These include;
gence agencies like Intelligence Buress,
search and Analysis Wing, Direcrorate of
enue Intelligence, Central Economac
gence Bureau. Paramilitary force also exemgs
from this act. The Directorate of Enforcemes
Narcotic Control Bureau, special police in %
daman Nicobar lslands, Dadra and N&
Hivcli.l.ﬂuhadmp arc excluded from®
to provide information under the act if the
el believes that appellants’ question el

cornuption or abuse ufhm:nuntw
Implementation of RTTinstates
In 'mm#ﬁmﬁﬁ'
right o infarmation. A nuo

o B Y

I [ T 1




L s ang the Right to Information Act an
. | 1996, In Rajastan act was passed in

movement for right to information
B cared at the grassroots level. Village
> ‘Hl‘-' hearings called Jan Sunwais,or-
. IH vhe Mazdoor Kisaan ShaktiSan-
. [31&5‘51, gave space and opportunity to

sl Ot 10 articulate their prioritics and
 changes. The Karnataka Right to Infor-
o Act {ERIA} was enacted in 2000, and
B into effect in July 2002 Inspiration was
Press Council of India. Government of
. has enacted the Delhi Right to Informa-
‘ 001 The Act has come into force with
£ < from 2 Octobet, 2001. Assam also enacted
s a0 Information Acts by 2002, Mad-
podeck  in 2003, Maharashtra in
g% The Jammu & Kashmir Right to Infor-
o Act. 2009 came into force on 20 March
¥, repealing and replacing the erstwhile
o & Kashmir Right to Information Act,
j4 and the Jammu & Kashmir Right to Infor-
gtion (Amendment) Act, 2008, The Act is
ged closcly spon the Central . Like all RT1
sdlation. it is intended to provided citizens a
ally mundare mechanism for abtaining gov-
..... « records The Pacliament of India has
sedthe Right to Information Act (Act220f
%) which was notified in the official (Gazette
® 215t June, 2005. The Sikkim Government
W warted implementing the RT1 Act
5 The Government has issued the . The

menting the KT Acy 2005, The Govern-

Bihas Government has issued the .

Pradesh Government has started

% has issued the , The Bihar Governmen!t
warted implementing the RT1 Act 2003

State Laferrn Wion Commission
comparstive study of T A,
e ey
ere the comparative sy i he
l“'l‘ﬂ.‘u'l'lw implementation of BT Act in Keraks
and Sikkim. As per the cenmus 2001 Sildeion has
F‘ll]'luhtmn of 6,087 7and second smalless o o
in India and literacy rate of B2 200 Sk b e
the first porition of literacy rate in Norrh Flast
region. As per the cenmm of 2011 Keraks has the
Pﬂpu]nlinn of 3, 34,006,061 and literacy rate of
93.9%. Itisin the 21 st pemition in geographucal
coveragel Studies on the implementation of
RTT1 Actindicates that Sikkim s in the least car-
egory and Kerala is in the category of the effec
tivelvimplementation of the concerned act. The
parameters selected for the comparative study
are the implementation of RTT Act, working of
State Information Commissionen, Nodal
Agencies, and working of Public Informarion

Officers.

W vl e Iir""l"l ‘.

L LT P - hrlTu

Implementation of
Ri:ht to Information Actin Kerala

Afrer passing of RTIA<t in 2005 it become
mandatory for all srates and Union Temzory
India to implement RT1 atstate level

In India, the implementation of the RT1 At

has been quite uneven ars the stazes. Ln e
stares, information is being peov whed to ciniBens

4l orher states, the o
rime; while i several
:nmkm is denbed o delaved ina wm



af

T

gn Union (www.ker

| nr

; i) The educ _ eve T;m, 5

alasic. g « highly ;ppf:umr:fl all « %
th" el In:rfficril;lmpnlitm;ﬂynﬂ i

[“&"WP“’PMU““ of the strong pr:imc;d

“"-"-_i mw::'::-:ﬂhﬁin the problems of the peo-

- pussf:l.nd reformact

 erala is the first statc 80 ;
il lml&ﬁs context the funcrioningof RT1-

Actin Kerala needs a study.

Kerala state passed Ri :
rifmT;;ll.in 2002, covers all offices of the State

Government, all authorities constituted under
the State Acts, Company, Socicties gr any or-
ganizations of body funded, owned or con-
trolled by the State Grm-nmn'.tcﬂr.Th:: State en-
actment excludes offices of Central Govern-
ment, Army and Para Military establishments,
Bodyor corporation owned or controlled by the
central Government, Governor's Secretariat,
Local Self Governments and High Court of
Keralaand all other courts and tribunal and oth-
er organizations having the Status of Courts,
Kerals had no comprehensive access to infor-
mation law. The State Government did prepare
a draft , which was released in 2002, but no ac-
tion was taken to enact the law. Along with the
right to information hill the Government also
introduced the Kerala Trlmpmm:}r in Public
-Fm!uﬂ' BIH Zﬂfﬂ, Wi!'u-l:]] wWas mmgd ar
’_'f““ﬁh‘“ns transparency in the administra-
tion of the government. Significantly, in Kerala
there has been 2 movement to establish the cul-
ture of transparency by using the avenues avail-
able to access information under the existing
Panchayati Raj system  (decentralisation

ndi

other stares of ;
" . stional achi

ght to Informa-

Ktu.‘lla, It provides the detiled procedure for
wpplying for information and alse punishment

T —— J

for withdrawal of int'unn;unn (

kerala. ). wﬁ*‘, n
" . : o
Constitutionof state L
information commission i, ! 2
With enactment of RTAq o w*
" . DN o
state also has a State Inmrnut';.-m " :ﬁ. o
o deals with cases relates to right 1 :h‘* by
tion. 2
Kerala has a State Information Cou Bl B

_ : ation Cong ]
sion, which consist of a Chief Infory_}
T

Commissionerand five state informas,. | *
missioners. L he Kerala lnfc-rmatian{a_:q f
sion regularly published reports till b, 5,1: ‘
2010-11. Kerala is one of the high pﬂ-:,,_q
states with regard to the disposal of the e
right to information. It is more the 3
%.(PRIA, Tracking RTI in Eight S
2007)The Commission from its side hals
trusted the Kerala StateLiteracy Missico &'
thority to conduct awarcness programmes
the general public inall the districts of the S
In addition to the above, the Authority hade?
ducted seminars, corner meetings and s
athra'in which about 1, 56,000 pmp!r:w'“'
ported to have participated conduct awar
programmes for the general public inall the 5
tricts of the State. The State Chief Informs
Commissioner and State Information &4
missioners attended variousprogrammess
ducted by the Nehru Yuva Kendraon the !
Act.

The Commission had taken active 4
pation in the training and edu o]
grammes, The Chief Information 0@
ﬂjﬂntrmdthgwn LTSS 'l




Jnisations like Hﬂhirﬂt‘l Associations,
i o ..},Hmhutmm.:nd Employees Oy
e g oIE T he Commassion had also lent
_. I_“TN:; pesourcepemons to VArIOUs Organisa-

- I-..-m.-lurt classes on the impl:mnntarh_n-.
ﬂ;ﬂmt.Enw.kn:rn]ngm.in‘.ll n arder to

" r,n gsues orders by the commission to the
adedie of publi:' at large, the commission

_ _ een publishing 8 Quarterly journaltitled

& -1 date Information R:pﬁﬂur".111c jour-

B contains the important orders of the com-
during the three months covering the
e The Commission had implemented
ness programmes th rough Kerala State
~aics Development Corporation Limnit-

4y EITRON)and the Kerala State Literacy

- ion Authority (KSLMA).

The Commission began its sittings through

s eoconferencing from 22-01-2010. Video-
ferencing was held between the State Infor-
gt E.nmmiﬂiunhcadqxurttﬂmd the con-
erned District Collectorates, wherethe com-

j mants/appellants and the Rtspand:ntr’ 5
vre asked to appear. It is proposed to gradually
hance frequency of video conferencing. Un-
e+ fire from right to information activists over

i slow’ processing of complaints andappeals,
State Information Commission (SIC) of
hetila has decided mpmﬁdﬂnnﬂnﬂmmng fa-
Elity for complainants to assess the pmgrcﬁﬂf
from October 2013( Akshya facilities were
ides for illiterate poor rural Fﬂpﬂhﬁﬂ.ﬂ in
“ila o access RT] sites. Right to | _

| Vknowledge portal and ¢-Learning Sys-
indeveloped by Institute [,Mmm!h
"Ternment o provide various information
“ut RT1,s case studies and 2 fa -

0 0f Kerala. Kerala
FYemment aided M‘m

i “III'!-E and on-line ﬂrﬁﬂm#w‘
se ambit of

HTT Ace 2005in 2013

Kerala State [nforrmas M Coailhib e
been conducting public hesrings of 2ad A
at the district headquarters, so that citizens do
not have to 1-|'H.‘!1'11| their rescnirces for om0
the state capital, This model should be followed
by other State Information Commissian as well,
Kerala State Information Commission in i
presentation at the Conference of State Infor-
mation Commissioners in New Delhi pointed
et that there is not provision for contempt pro-
ceeding for non-compliance of the directions of
S1C. Similarly, there is no provision to realize
the penaltyif payment isdefaulted and no prowi-
sion to enforce recommendation for disciph-
nary action under Section 20 (2). There should
be specific provisions in the Act for ensuring
compliance to the decisions of SICs (www.oc.
gov.in).
People of Kerala are well aware of the mal-
practices, corruption in government depast-
ments. Now theyarc using the RTlactmogerout
of difficulties. They are using RT1in education
field, field of public distribution system, bank-
ing field, transport and commumnication, :h:c-
tricity, health,to g:tﬁlltdthtuﬂﬁlkd‘fm”
in puhh:imﬁmﬂﬂmﬂ-?u\'\r’}tht.l'mnun&mm
of RT1, people’s participation in development
¢ and Panchayat raj mmmmbm
; el TH areof theinsti-
tion, powers, functions and duties of offiials.
- powered the concept of democracy
ThisActem . WM’IW
in Kerala.t provides e




as been identified by the [Jﬂ':ﬂ'l:‘l

d Training (DoPT),Gov:
Ndal Agency 0 'I:hr
t to Intor:

Governance h
ment of Personnel an

at of India as the :
tmm:u “Capacity Ruilding on Righ
m..:umﬁm't Act™with the objective n:’umr.p.thrmlng
| | supply de

demand : :
tm.ﬁ..ﬂm}..‘iﬂmnd 20,000 Public In I'|31:11'I|.I_-
Hon Assistant Public Information Of-

Appella Authorities, NGOs and other
m; rrained by IMG and the [Dis-
rict  Implementing Agencies in this
1G hasbeenincludedasoneamong the
few Training Institutes selected by the DoPT
for institutionalizing the RTT Act. Emphasis
has also been made on capacity building ofin-
formation seckers especially those below the

line with the help of the Kerala State
Poverty Alleviation Mission and Kudum-
bashree (PRIA-2006).
Public Information Officers
The Public Information Officer plays a piv-
otal role in the implementation of the Act. The
wiriows provisions of the Act expect minimum
dﬂmhcpmmdh}rﬁu P10 in various arcas.
The PIO should have complete knowledge and

experience of office procedure. He should have

adequare knowledge of record management
prevailing with the publicauthority. The P1IO

needs 1o know the structure and delegation of
powers within the organisation. He should be
well versed with organisation chart, levels of dis-
posalof cases etc. The P10 should be good in ne-
gotiations with the public, colleagues, third
partyand others so that he could arvend to his

and

3 duties as P10 smoathly (www, img kerala.in).

The work of P10 is additional to the work he
performs asun officer of the public authority, He
should be sble to perform on variousactivities
entrusted to him., Availability of inadequate
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rime cannot be the basis for delay in 4,
requests tor information or for supply Ofing,
plete information. Dealing with ¢ .
from persons secking information inli;?

the requests cannat be made in writing s,
Jer reasonable assistance to the person gy
the request n-rﬂ].-,- o reduce the same i -y
The P10s are expecte d to deal with the T.'T*tt
forinformation and also provide reasongby, :
sistance to those needing the same (wung
kerala.in). But sometimes the attitudes of P
Information Officers are against the s
RTT Act. The common peoples have to s,
get theiraim to fulfil
Nodal agencies in the states have initiyg
the process of training of P1Os some sty
Kerala. Centre for Good Governance, Yashe
(Pune)and Public Administration Instinutes
handling the training for P1Os Trainings
PIOs, particularly BDOs and officials ofé
partmentis not sufficient. In Kerala, the &7
Actin Malayalam is so tough that even educe
ed person find it difficult tounderstand ie Tha
handled by the PIOS in Kerala. Public Infoms
tion Officers have been appointed in mostpe
lic authorities in the states. The processof ¥
cessing information by people has started s
ly through Right to Information Act. Thew®
its great confusion in definition of publ®
thority - in some states like Kerala, several &
lic authorities example Cooperative Banks.s
ed educational institutions - schools and 8%
leges claimthat they ase not covered unde! &7
Act. . This issue needs clarification fros
Central Information Commission asd 34
Kerala, Department of Personnal
has 42 P10 but Kerals Water Authority
PIO. Numeplates of P1IOs are not there "'
public authorities nﬂﬂw

el, so people simply 'h_nﬂmrihﬂwﬁ



stion #% 10 be submitted( PRIA Society

cpatory Research in Asia2006),

N Aer the huge response the Right to Infor-
% nAct(RTH generated among the citizen,
. ghusigsm SCCms to be fading. Kochi-based

*  for Public Policy Research(CPPR) has

* . noed with the same in their Digiral RT1
cion that aimed at bringing more informa-
K 'm [hgpublil: domain. The report says that
e,.1u is currently ranked 34th in the list of
L states using the tool effectively. The state
L ent is short of funds and personnel to
sl the situation, and has done little toim-
e the siruation. Most of the queriesare pri-
e i frivolous in nature and mainly aimed at
earing controversies rather than for public
o But there is no proper RTIdepositoryand
wher than an organisation like the Kerala RTI
federation, there are very feworganisations pur-
ing RTT seriously. And surprisingly, many ac-
jists asc not even ot even willing o sharein-
. sion (Times of India,2011).All these cre-
g5 problem in the effective implementation of
ITIA ct in 2 welleducated state like Kerala At
'_:_,'- mic time, the growth in the number of RT1
gussts has been very high at nearly 2 lakhs in
e years and this compared well with other

Lo
b
-3

Sikkim adopted RTT Act in 2005.Sikkim is
eond smallest state in India,which has popu~
B 0f 6, 10577 and literacy rate of 82.20%.In
1 State Sustainable Competitiveness Report
W11, Sikkim was among three states. The
B1e's sustainability competitiveness wils 18"
%ied on social inclusion, environment B cli-
change, resource availability and utiliza*
Sikkim wus rated No, 1 in the Environment
Btainability Index of Indian sumﬁl‘ﬂﬂ;ﬂ‘
W91 reducing pressure on eavironm

Sikkim earned the rare distine

tion of e
first and 100 of being the

otly State in the : -
F"f'ﬁ'-ﬂ‘tph}f'-h:ﬂ coverage ::::::ITJA ey
e
ey in 2010-110). The woman of
Sikkim enjoys complete freedom compared to
other de veloped states in Indial www.new
-nic.in). The person of Sikkim includes, Lep
chas, Limbu, Bhutias and Nepalies. Now in
Sikkim political awareness is growing with

sntaton in

coming of more political parties to educate peo-
ple apart from past,

State information commission,

Nodal Agencyand PIOs in Sikkim

SIC in Sikkimconstituted in October
2005 which is a single member body. Apart
from Chief Information Commission, there is
no information commission to deals with cases
relates to right to informat ion.Unforrunately
there is no published annua! report of activities
of State Information Commission of Sikkim
ot even in their official website, cicsikkim.gow.
in. Soit becomes very difficult toanalyse the ac-

rivities, initlatives, and functions of State Infor-

mation Commission in Sikkim. A study con-
Jucted by Common Wealth Human right ini-
iativeon RTTinIndiastares tharGujacat, Mad:
hyaFradcah., Manipur, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu,
Tripura and Urear Pﬁdﬂh.mnﬁnm w bede-
fnult:ninwrm#nfdhplﬁyinglhﬂrﬂmﬂﬂr

B0 revponse to mlhuhlw |
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ot of Sk ki
o il e

lu_-,rnmmnl,qmmu
11 aat, everime
of Hiuman Resnis
pead Mty bl Hiptermation

Ot Inlihhpnrnmmi 8l |mn'ulr T
don in ooncerned departments, [l Asshstain

Ml phon Olicer whould be s I
:uh:l!:l::::l: anil who the I""*fl'h would feel
comforrable o approach. A prart (rom i Joiot
Directon, Planniig, Covordination, M"‘”I“I’w"r
and MADAREMIENTATEA]O inted us Nodal State

Information Officer for RTT Act i
Sikkim Further all the aificers immediately be
Jow State Pubilic lnformation afficarand whois
sefior most in the section gunmrnnd whiall pet as
Asststant Public Information Officer unidey
RT1 Act 2005().

The Study conducted by PRIA, ahows thit
citizens in Sikkim are facing difficulty in locat-
ing appropriite Public Information Officers, so
it that district level directory of
P10y should be published and widely dissemi-
nated. The Study demonstrates that citizens are
facing » lot of harassment at the hands of the
Public Information Officers (P10Os) who not
only refuse to accept the applications but also
threaten them often striking off their naumes
from the social welfare schemes of the Govern-
ment. Utllf Ml Hih"j Jh“ullﬂd, I"H“
machal Pradesh and Haryana and Sikkim are
laggging bebind in training of PIOs. Most of the
m:ﬁh:l und district level ure notcoop-

Csomietimes threaten applic
o withdraw applications 1O P
theydo not know under which head ﬂmp;u;
R At ey
o in his nabody acceprs applica-

10 his absence (PRIA (Society for Partici-
I:"“'f in Asia, 2006) There is contro-

Y over the matter ofimplementation of the

b tha miniiny
velopment appoi
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| cilitating accews toinformation

il

_ i ™

st Wlweatiyslanin Faiy (g

that W A b Sk s I I.*H” Wi
I"l'l ]}rf.h 1 7
, r"
L] ' ﬂ“
Com mrhnnulw.,rh"“m '

I A Kerals e Sikkyy, >

Vo WE T anvminenin, whi

'"«ﬂh.h X
sih bibl Juoties enesvement i o u'|||lHI" M . i
Hlll“”'l RO i b v iele ¢ d"'l'*tgj.h:#i ¢
o, "ernpwe s Evelhinns ehthimng v ,...,-.- h
cosiible intormation From s gl oy r

L

anil ks the governement snd s e "‘t ’
fafe ace oiiritabile and r”‘i"”“lhir"i:_ ..
and AM Gloetz, 1999, With the e ,r_:]
K11 Act in 2005 |'."" Indian prat llaprsa : i
camen mandatory for all states of Tnbg "
to acdopt RETACE in converned sy o0
JumnudeKashmin Tn India, the ..”;.I.ﬂ.__,:‘
thon ol the RT1A 1‘hJ11It‘t‘.‘llqmrr. e
the states, The comparative study ot KA
petment and functioning of 5IC n el
Sikkim, which is geographically in the S
Fastern part of Indiaand Kerala, whicos
southern part of India revealsorne impens
Facts,

Comparing to Sikkim efforn to et
of right to information began early s
even before the enactment of RT1 At
parliament in 2005, The Kerala st
Right to Information Bill, in 2002,
fices of the State Government, all
constituted under the State Acty,b
cieties or any organizations of body
awned or controlled by the State ”
Along with the right to lnﬁﬂ""d"'
Government also introduced the Ket
purency in Public Purchase Bill 2002
abmed at transparens?

mmmwfﬁtwmw




.4 in the Kerala Panchayari Raj Acr ales
Sikkim Government has started im -
Eenting the RTT Act 2005 . The Govern-
e mi_.;!.ucd the.
The State Information Commission in
- arm 16 @ &1 ng[l': ﬂ'IE‘I'I"IbCT hﬁd}" Jﬁ.p:tl‘t frnm
et Information Commission, there is no in-
mation commission to deals with cases re-
pato right toinformation. But KeralaState in-
esstion commission, which consist of a chief
pemation commissioner and five state infor-
The working of Nodal agency in Sikkim ic
¥ poor compared to Kerala There is only one
adal agency in Sikkim, Joint Director, Plan-
ag. Co ordination, Manpower and manage-
gt are appointed as Nodal State Public Infor-
' on Officer for RTT Act in Sikkim.But in
sals IMG provides proper training for the In-
mation Officers and cooperate with the na-
! level IMG for the better working of Pub-
[aformation Officers.
In the case of disposal of complaints which
be before State Information Commissio
ferals State Information Commission is very
e in settle cases, compared to Sikkim(
M keralascigov.in). The annual report ‘_’F
C of Kerala from 2006-2011 reveals this
Forvarious study conducted by NGOs and
arch institution complaints that Sikkim
provide address of RT1 appellants. It be-
s difficult for study to get feedbacks from

Vith regard o the information in the web®
 on RTI, Kerala is far better than
m.Sikkim failed in terms of displiying
Aﬂﬂll.‘ll Rm an their w:blim-'ﬂu-

s’ We cannot access even the ,,Pﬁnllrﬂf.i.
nization on SC1 in theirwebsite, wwwle™

-

= Catni

‘Ikhm.!rﬂ","._ F.lf..l-

ll:llj"lltrht nriwnn,.nnu,,,,“ A
"’_ :{ﬂllc Information ey
Sikium,;ﬂ..,“ in the ¢
Commission, it has 2 s . S
cl.gov.in, with fisl] :tfﬂ“th T —
people. People can
power, fu nctions, how 0 accew inforrng fuoe
etc.from this website. It also has link 1 anraal
FEport. Ir Fuh]hhf-d annual repOrT froem 2006
2011. Later reports from 2011 are missing alse

IE:‘:":""]'-3’*1' ed to Sikkim State Information
Commission, the ACTVIlics and initiatives of
State Information in Kerals are appreciable.
Conduct of awareness programmes for the gra-
eral public inall the districs of the State, 2 num-
ber of educational and awareness programmes
on RTT Act conducred by various Governmens
Dcpirrmr:nu-,ﬂmmj Panchayats andnon Crow-
ernment urgin.isatiun_i-'n'l: commisiton have
been publishing a Quarterly journaltitled “Rer-
ala State Information Reporter™ The journal
contains the important arders of the commis-
sion, ::luring the three months covenng the
quarter. The Commission had impltmmmf
awareness programmes through K.Elﬂﬂ!_'-
and the Kerala State Literacy me
ty (KSLMA). The Commission hqﬂg;*
tings through videoconferencing from

of activities of

2010.Thes are some examples Any
Kerala State Information Commissios. '

4 h-r:'r a .
AT Wy 1'::11‘.]:' e,

F“I'- Tarafia
f. |;:"|".!'.'_-_|I|.r.'_'-

ase of Kcnh Ir.t'f-.*r.-

2ils needed BY o
ndentand very Well fry the

®uiite do not contain evenalink for Annual  S&
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the best use of the Act.

In the case of Public Information Officers in
Kerala got Proper training to deal with com-
plaints Nodal agencies in Kerala state have initi-
ated the process of training of P10s. But the
training of PIOs in Sikkim is poor. They even
don't know about their powers and functions.

But sometimes the artitudes of Public Infor-
mation Officersin these two states are against
the spirit of RT1 act. The common people have
to suffer a lot to get their aim to fulfil The seeel
tramework of bureaucracy in both the stares is
impediment in the realisation of aim of the
act. Mostly common people in both states uses
RT1 to know about employment opportunities
Jt0 get ration cards, poverty alleviation pro-
gramumes, various government schemes relates
to basic needs etc.

Butimprovement ofliteracy, more responsi-
ble revelation of document, proper training of
Public Information Officers, more awareness
programme through massmedia, protection of
RT1activists in states will help working of RT1-
Act in Kerala and Sikkim more eftective in all
form in lerterund spirit.

In short we can say that Right to Information
Act is more effectively working in Kerala than
Sikkim.

Conclusion

Indian democracy has witnessed crises of
governance at all levels of decision making as
some keycomponents of democracy via ac-
countability and transparency in governance
have not been given adequateattention
(PRIA 2006). The Right to Information Act is
a path-breaking legislation which signals the
march from darkness ofsecrecy to dawn of
transparency. It lights up the mindset of public
authorities, which is clouded by suspicionand
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secrecy. Openness in the exercig of b

er = Executive, Liegislative or Jug;, ey M
ture, which necds be nurtured, wigh an’-r:_“
confide m'l.!hr:r being an cxception, The A,
informationwill also be a powerful me,. 2
figcht :urruplifm-'l'h: etfective implermen ,.:__
of the Right tolnformation Act Wl]l-:ruu:l
:nv'iru-r! ment of vigilance which will el ;
mote functioning of a more PAITicipis,
democracy in India (Second Admiriseg,
Reform Commission report, 2006). RT] f,
tions at different level when we analyse v,
states, The RTTActhas upheld citizen’s righa

be recognized und thereby made participes,

[Tl

democracy possible,

There are various impedimentsin the imge
mentation of the act. There is political pm::.:
at the state level, which means thatinformase
commissioners cannot function freely, und hee
to tailor theirjudgments to suit the needidl
politicians{ Kejriwal, 2007). There is low mwe
nessamong people about RT1 Comparedow
ban, rural people and women are less pwases
the act and quality of awareness is also pooc i
can improve the awareness among people
various awareness programmes through M-
dias. Door to door campaign, through art, Ss
documentaries ete. Media can empower
by creative writings, programimes which geoe
ateawareness among people about their right 1
order to avoid difficulties inRT] ﬂhﬂﬂ"ﬂd #
plains, create a standard RT1 application por
and uniform payment aption is peeded F:
helping the poor, theset up of RTT call centt®
so needed. The caseof lppﬂiﬂlﬂﬂ““nm

tion Commissionersan issue that N@‘z:

I R - TR R EI.‘ "‘; ﬁdﬁ.ﬁ-



s Jeveloped an RT1 Portal to enab)e

i m_m{'.iﬁ'h for intormation published P
;nien’-:mm sdepartmentsin Central and Segre
| \GNI(Action for Goodgovernance and
" orking in India) have developed a simple
r f!mprrhcl‘-'ﬁ'—'ff itizens' guide on using the
;:J'.']l.,‘ﬂ 2005 india.wordpress.com), “Right to

armation :s at the core of the human tights
e mﬂhﬂauﬁti“““m“""iﬂ“nﬁ O maore mean-
ol exercise their rights, assess when their
ahts sre at risk anddetermine who is responsi-
t o sy violations™(CHRI, 2003). With en-
sorment of RTT bureaucracy become more ac-
sse become more responsible,all concerned of-
2zl become serious about concerned com-

ts. The corruption in the division re-

ducedthe authorities became alert to avoid
auchcases in future. They became conscious
shout their dutiest ).

In recent judgement of Madras High Court
i September 29, 2014, which stated that,RT]
sgelicant must state reasons for seeking infor-
mition. [ twas against section (6) (2) of RTIAct
of 2005, which state that the applicant shall not
#ate reason for seeking information. This cre-
5 20 atmosphere of discussion about igno-
nace of some judges on provision of RT1. Later
Courrwithdrew its ruling,

Hight 1o Information activists and civil soci-
“ peaples are involved in save RTT campaign.
Cri Society Organizations and social activists
”“ﬂhincing the reach and awareness ofRT1
::E'h’-ﬂ‘f masses. It is mostly with the support
uumﬁuh“jﬁ“ and Civil Society ﬂ:gl;i;
KA, ’r::i personin 1ﬁﬂag¢_h_lhh£‘-'vﬂ sl
W has algy "““‘“"5”""'!‘" rights ing
R0, made contribution
iy ind made them aware oftheir roles and
gy s under the KU ;I'I:F

Mi.govin/rticornerdf). Using the

et
Cooang heln IMprove

and the eff;
n ol 4, E eMicaey
RTII'H-Ihlhl‘j-' of public -nfﬁﬂ.l'.':.ThH 4..'-
: Lt o 'tni.p:ir Virious 2t
Brammes and schermes af any

IJHI -

use the
Frr-:-.'!-.'-h, 'Ft'n-
public aithormy
orks underra hu:‘n

fiment at any stage
of materials thae AT N use.

5 can also collect and verify
ocuments and samples of particulas
works  undertaken by the Government
(www.atinglnicin.).

In India RT] enacted in2005 and $tates
adopted the act Itseems tharthe degree of fune-
tions, disposal of cases, penalties given, provid-
ing of information to pl:npies on decisions on
RTTare differentin mostof the states. The pub-
lishing of annual report is also different. In the
comparisons of states of Sikkim and tharof Ker-
alawithregard to the formationand functionsof
Seate Information Commissions, the *ﬂutkiil.g‘
of nodal agencies, the working and asitude o
Public Information Officers, disposal of cases,
awareness programuieshows diffe Fr mﬁn
than similarities in these stares. The d:tﬁl:'fi““
- : data and accessibility of web
in getting proper B

. i it dimnde it difficult for proper Andy
site in Sikkimma iy £ snmual repoetol
sis. The non- availability o 41 Kerals from

Conymission in
Srate Information I

znliw - r:ﬂll

than that of ikkim By o

They can even exg mine the w
by any Government Depa
and draw samples
NGOs and C50

records, d

7 e The result of study
allthe liminio g
i these states L]
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gute and kinship, the differ
: of development, pepotism,

enocs In #mmd‘. m ﬂ'““hh an it i%

of ermpemwt'{ Kumar,

the strong law like Right

a
1 hivee that the passage of this Bill swill seethe
ﬂufiﬂﬂhurpww an
shathenchits of growth flow to all sections of
w ers sbich will eliminate the scourgesf
o, an era which will bring thecummon
man’s coniern to the beart of aliprocesses of gover-

ance, an eva wbich scilleruly fulfil the bopes of the
faunding fathers ofescr Republicwill become true’. ()
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THE RIGHT FOR
REPRODUCTIVE
LIBERTY AND ETHICAL

SUBJECTIVITY

Sabina §.

Research Scholar
Department of Philosophy
Undversity of Caficut

The paper has the objective of analyzing the notion of individual liverty/autonommy in rem
ductive choice used by bioethics to debate research involving human beings today, g
reflections on biopalitics in contemparary culture. Development of technul'uqiej i
challenges the traditional bioethical conceptions of ethical subjectivity and individual aute
omy, Continental philosophers approach to this area marked a new form of ethical subme
tivity, autonomy etc from a more ontological view than the normative ane The cun-:epﬂ |
foundation of one of the bicethical principle, namely, reproductive liberty is being discussed |
in this paper with the support of Foucault's notion of ethical subjectivity, |

Introduction against the imposition of external o

P principle of individual liberryy ~ STHR on reproductive choices. But i
autonomy is the principle focus of _ﬂf'E“tive liberty can be viewed from 4 pe
this paper. The arguments based on this try ¢ re¢dom. Thus the paper tries to b

to unfold a different kind of an alyis, [ ontological view regarding indrc

' includes a conceptual and historical g liberty on reproductive autonomy: .ﬁ._. :
ficity on the notion of individual freedom, ~ °*%% t© talk on biopolities. MES

; Apart from mere value judging ethical Foucault, in his History of Sexualiey.
? views, the concepr ufﬂutnmm}r is placed in that biological life itself became the o0 '
. s much broader social and political conteye, " target of political power. The notiot®
I or we can say that this principle of  Diopolitics was geared towards the regu
.' bioethics (autonomy) operates in 4 biopo- OB and management of the life of 4 5%
litical context. John Hurris, conception of P“'uﬁﬂllmhjﬁct, the ' ﬂﬁ, i
reproductive liberty insist that it is o righy & technology of power aimed 3t B

to negative liberty which protect parents _- owe 'Ihh power ﬂlﬂﬂlﬂ i ”.... |
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dhro agh # normalizing regulation thar
Ciuers and fosters the life of subjects,
Eikes hold of the body of the citizen

regulation. Thus it was 4
teanion of life process. The idea of nop-
i is applied to the principle of repro-
B freedom. To state this argument 1 rely
| at t's later works on ethics o ;lrgu-_-
roductive freedom entails a form of
constitution. Norms doesn't have
sdent ontological status but are
e ifsred in social practices and are
: j s regulative ideals. Self-creative
gion of Reproductive Liberty
eeilewas concerned with the historicaland
\otion of the forms of subjectivity,
t historical modes of acting upon
technology of doing so, he identifies
an of subject under the term fechnalo-
I By this he means the practices and
ich individual acts upon themselvesas
ets ic, the way in which individual
“ ﬁggbjﬂfbﬂb}'ﬂﬂﬁﬁngpuﬁtdu
..-n ul ﬂmng‘chﬁ:ﬁufsdftﬂd
regiven by the culture inwhichanin-
arherown idenity and ethical capacity
icultural location. Thus self emerges
e ey r and alteration of norms
& practices of liberty entails that freedom

3 snee and for all, but it ":qu'ims e

¢ a sclf-reflexive relation to Ones
1. Freedom then becomes both an

cise upon oneself. An ethics of self

Productive Practices, Aq
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al work, ref
- - % & FEEDT | UN
vethical subject. the |i]j'|!.|fﬂr-:-r,ux'['_-i'|r|th. e m i

f'_f“-"'-”*’}' recognized or not aims o become a
tree/reproductive stibject. Here the ethical self-
ﬁ'.lﬂ‘n..'lj‘il:ll'l Involves self-awareness, Technolo-
Bies of the self is the relation that individual

: ong the four dimen.
tormation,

: - =
tablish with the mselves, in relation to the sets of

values, principles ad codes for livi ng He shapes
the wiy in which individuals constitute ther-
selves as subjects of their own actions thereugh
certain practices and matrices of knowled ge.
Reproductive liberty canbealso seen asa formof
ethical self formation. Here the reproductive
subjectcomes intobeing through the enactment
of principles of individual freedom in everyday
practices
In the words of Catherine Mills,
The part of oneself that is solated for
transformation is the desire and capacity
for reproduction and associated activities
of child rearing ... the maintenance of
cuccessful pregnancy that ideally gives
rise to a ‘normal healthy child'. Thus the
free r:pmd.uctiw.-:whju:risbmn{ﬂﬂ]. _
The birth of a free reproductive subject is 3
matter of false consciousness. Itisa I‘.l'lﬂ[_lflugh
d:tzrmimﬂﬂﬂquhjncﬁﬁt}hm'ﬁfrﬂ D_imfﬁ'
vidual freedom as 8 moral norm is qufnfﬂ:'le
from being a norm of subjection. Individual
freedom can be seen umrﬁfﬂ-ﬂ;ﬁl"ﬁ:ﬂﬂm‘
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JPLICATIONS OF
INCIENT INDIAN

s
nt of History
S Coll ., Manieri

|
- T he interface between ancient Indian

- B cultures as represented in [literature,
- systems of knowledge like daranas and
epics in stones like temples in Konark and
Khajuraho and modern mind pursuing it
a5 part of its attempt 1o comprehend the
Hll“lﬂi as the present produces possi-
- bly diametrically opposite responses and
: mmmm praise of it where-
" ‘lum others find it as fit for sneer or
~ contemptuous treatment. One puss:blc
reason fur the conflicting narture of
- responses is the fact thar the subject of
ﬁa}‘hmm&dnmnﬁﬂc attempt 1o
~ understand it in its totality. Hence ancient
Indian culture signifies different things t©
. mmmm the point of
~view and the range of involvement.
~ Generally speaking, scholars as well as
laymen from western hemisphere evaluate
~ the key note of Indian culture as charged
‘with other worldly preoccupations leading
- -“ﬁmdm'mmm:
i of words like maya,nir-

ULTURE IN THE PRESENT

vand etc, Also, those who cannot see the
minute details as well as the grand design re-
gard the multitude of gods and darshanas as
intoxicating celebration of paganism. One
has to perceive the precise significance of
symbols and comprehend the razor sharp
distinctions of terms in darshmas to fully un-
derstand the totality and wholeness of vision
represented in objects, texts, monuments
and philosophies or darshanas in Indian tra-
ditions.

The distant phases of ancient Indian cul-
ture have vital and life giving links with the
history of different ancient cultures. In the
ereatise titled The Nature of Culture, Keoeber
came up with illuminating mmltwnl that I
ancient 4 Oikoumene” means the inhabit-

ed”, thereby representing thtnmlluhmhk !

world at that distantige. The Greeksin clas- ;
sical period used the expression to refer 1o
mmuurhndmmhmgfmm the Pillars
of Hercules totheln

iy ion un :
'::EE;?LMW“MW'
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diany Ocean. The expan-
this became the space
der .
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umong thess ":H::::'; langsages. The extent
M I:h“l'i'-l Greek knowledge relied on
et
ersft of paper making travelled from China to
Burapt making the recording of spoken lan-
pgeand knowledgre in such away that millions

of people could benefit out of it. Eventually the
ereated whatis called

invention of printing press

the ‘Gurenburg galaxy by Marshall Mcluhan.

Krochar is of the view that the ' Oikoumene 'was
T rook its birth,

- ewvolation and growth. The development of
farming, building up of towns, emergence of

kingship and artendant mode of administration
and the evolution and perfection of language
and literature occurred in these regions,

The culture and civilization during the
Harappan and the vedic phases eventually re-
wilted in » commingling of both, but minute as -

rnd"ﬁ mixing of ideas, practices, forms of

1

wcholurs as well as Indian scholurs who haye
- been trained in their tradition of pure and often
literal scholasship have, knowingly or unknow-
: %lm'ﬂlﬁmhm‘".
’ ical implications embodied in the bymns of the

Rigueda. In other words Indian pundits and

priests regarded the Vedus as a source of mythol -

pean
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Jrscdin i grshondin, Jupan, L reie
| ]lmnrf'f"-rntnthn'rh-lhﬂ'nf
corfpr il inierac thom

of land inhabited by

ts in other countries has

expriormd extensively in Black Athena by
Mastin Beroel It s obvious that the Greek

s heddars tried to fing in H-“H“ » ¥
P, F o
L #
ideas. Hence the '+;ﬂriﬁrlhh'rr;:: " -
b greatness and beauty “werg 5., l.'-':: ",
a5 501 Aurobindo stures in Ths """-1' *N
The composers of the Vedy, hy ﬂ".

just shepherds and wanderer, . :“
dicinal plants, but they wepe ”_"':..hr
_
o K

vereet like history, mythy yng

¥

prophets. In fact they were . dhing, o
and thinkers. As Aurobinds atey
singers believed that they were i, oo .
high, mystic and hidden truth, ¢ imed ,,H'
bearers of a speech acceptabile 1o 117t gy
edge and expressly so speak of theiz ..
secret words which declare theis whale
canceonly to the seer,and to those who,
ter them the Vieda was a book uf‘mw& 3;
even of the supreme knowledge, 4 revelsnon® s
As for the meaning of the EXprovn e
wordswhich reveal their significance ooy .
seer, ithas to be understood as the fict thae s
cient languages, words are muln wematic 8.
meaning. ['hat s, they have whaole or undivided
meanings which must be understocd in munk
ity or wholeness. It is clear from the Linn weed
spirits which implies wind, breath, 1od wet
The Vedic seers used words of this catege
one of their meanings in the forefrat ad o
ens being in the background. Hence, whes o
entry to comprehend the meaning ofit,only$¢
initiated peron can really comprebesd -
mystical or psychological meaning. ls 06
words, by effectively using the -
cism of words, language was handied o 9%
vt by e e T
cal experiences away from the ninss ! ™
ple This ingenious technique of w6 9% |
by the veddic seers have rendered ancs® ™4
and myths verbal artifaces havof I
freshness and enduring relevance I# ™5
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A sense of :
i ~. pﬂ'-"‘-l’fw'l is to be always borne in SECITLY ﬂ:ﬂ'—;‘;ﬁ‘{;‘:“‘l complexity. Now a dayy, it

) ¢ Passess theough historic ner;
: in chure 2
e i 1 total and integrated pi of  when the ¢ mplexity and varicty :ﬂ-:-:P:i:r:;i

ecrof enquity: pose challenge to the s '
e ke certain revealing examples,agniin - held thatous c“““imﬁ;::;:. unrt:_r. It in widely
. freas well asthe psychic fire within provide necessary

ofientation and act as abeacon in pivi
: B iz giving a sense
ings The gous or COWs are the animals of direction to overcome challenges so that na-

ﬂhﬂ#?@‘ﬂf&ﬁnﬂﬁﬁh{'rﬂﬁmh tional unity will prevail. The constitution as o

= god 5 well as divine wilLHence,itis  document embodying political vision and the

o re the sublime range of theirmys-  principle ofjustice represented in modern idiom
A wlﬂ tion is the lightofprimi- is the one sure anchor to overcome challenge:
AL is 4 grossdistortion of  and problems in order ta realize the essential
mplied mﬁcmcwf the sublime percep-  unity of India. Hence in India's search for unity,

3 ngtcd in thesc verses by the vedic  the document called the constitutian of ludia
L effectively becomes the medium and the agency
ceatral features of Indian culture asit  to realize the aim by providing the necessary
mﬂnﬁnthtcmmﬂﬁ are the existence of foundation built in modern idiom and lan-

it and complexity. During the historic peri- gudges.
: when India experienced abscnce of stability
dog sequen mknmmnanbnbmﬁdl}rm" References
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wimposed on the complexity and vat iety o
ndiaby the British, .
Itis to be noted that during the days ¥7E2
ndiaseached pinnacle of glory asexempuier e
of the Maryasand the Guptas, Ashoka 'l |
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