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pear everywhere. Many are the influences ar work weak-
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honoured ceremonies which are considered either as ex-
travagance or as primitive modes of worship, which must
be replaced by more enlightened or satraic forms. In the
study of folk dances, the ritual dances of Kerala have a place
of their own which has yet to be properly appraised. The
entire activity of a diety from the time the imprisonator
gets possessed, to the time he cast off his role, is expressed
in the form of measured steps and rhythemic - devil danc-
ing, a term scarely appropriate to the scared character of
the performance, which is better understood from a
populare North Malabar term teyyattam or teyyam-ritual, a
term albeit more common among childern, meaning the
dance of the gods, the characters impersonated being in
popular conception, teyyam (a corrupt form of the word
daivam, or god), or the gods of the folks (pp 2-3),
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ailai0Beg (2138UBla{len)d af)M@IEMIAl OalQ)d:. &)6S
@)UV (al2106MOMIMIWIo BIH(STW-TVOTUCH ]S> EldHy
EBBUBANOW)0 DA DEMBIDNHV)0 (alalBlalaneq|S)®)o
®alQ)o.

OOYOO @RYIMVaIBRB6] D063B1Y GHnnTesenilud
NN DD B0 MIBQYaOlEN)MYENE. BREMTVAWO
aflel allaleeEBes oMo} aldGlalee)d, (alal@laflee)s
aM®IOG  H)OS OOQYOOD @U]H 0l af) N0 HH1W
HOMO0 )TV B6BBU HMYOOMEN)O12)8S 50921007l
633638 20g1AG1ENIM@ )M TVIG(AD &HI$210M)BAIBBBROS
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@R)GALINAHQN AWV MOOYAMYENE. EDAT) GaNTVENNH6), QIOSTV
aJ, ABIVNo0 @SEEIW MVO?M)AOIBIWIAEEBSIGI B06MYN
OMQEANICFIHB)OS alBlE(aIHULODIOM @RYBYE(I0ME)S]
HOMO0 CH0aN1GSMIlUd NN H SOl HOQ) ol (6313
8006MM B0)alClWAUOO al0Woo.

BMOHOM HMQo GaNIGFINOan]lVTE e il
eaBse] MaIlelwle:ano &:0emM)d:. allel 300568863, G:e6N:
OMENGHOB HMQOMIENHS al0W)BWIV]GH0)0 62l1QIan
©@. M0 af)MYo &HIEM)AN HMYEBBSIHLI MVANGUdAHAIW
2}a0)3OMEEBOZ @GO GRIVIWIVMDIOMITY BRAI®
Qlafle9)d 20(@RLL, af)IMo GHIEMEMIOPI0 (VORLIBHIO®
Galdd)aN oilel HOMQ) MSEBHSWI0 S| &Ml 0)
an). MAMES H0$21W6S V01RIOOD BOQODHS 011G 103
V)V HAVIMSIY) AIOWYIMN D@ BaIOHE], DTMO0 GaNIGSI
U3, Can disclose some kind of aesthetic value simply
when they are reproduced, or that particulary causal, ver-
nacular, off hand, deteriorated, throw away objects have
a kind of poetry that a camera can reveal (65).

a)MO@3 B)HSI@3 a0 GB:0an1@SeNiUd 6nNHe)
HOBLI00 BHOOQ GRAMN0 VEMBIGH;MAUWVEL  DBIAOOEI
@10 Oalall®O CIVOBIOM® B0} GaNOGF(NIanld:
Gl IORB:G @RWIOYIN). @PAIG AUSCHORRININCIHNG MBIl
me1leno of)@ml VI 20V af)SIOM GaNIGFO & Ud
GalBOm)ENBBSHIW D al)NV@ B0 HDQO af)HANAT) GLIOD:
O®IM) alGlalWe|S}OWIOHHIS)HHIMOIWT H®Qo®OHAN
@OAIOO HHINB)AUDINS)a{lajEMO®. B0} QAUYHTIOW
S)OMD®)0 (AIGDM Y LlhHIGOMINSHWS)TMHM0 B0} H2I0lW
B0e1080G3 af)S)OMAUDINIVM)EE:6NE D@IOLl i@
63BU3 BOIRILOMAETIRIHO)INENE, A(MAL] @A alGl(@aV
BAROWMIG3 MIaM)o All5MWGHNMAIW)2L].  BREMIVAWo
@AM 21100  EOREWIAIILIM)o, MIGRAH GBHONDMY0
G218aM) ®YI00LS1V afl®alo aldl@ane ®exil@d ¢
GaI@aM MI@HHaAV]OLIAT) GPMYBAINA|S)o.  @RAIG B0)
GaN0GS0(Woal] GAl0RSS)R0W] @gssm’l@@%. alelqum
W6BBSBIG3 alfl GaNdGSO(N0aNBMIB alll @RYQIUDYEBBUBHHNO
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HWS)OM GaNIGSIHOS 60) @YEILOMo )M MIaIYI@3
@RI Cla{le9)HIM §2IQM®.  MAllOS GaNIEZOHU3
DalGBIY ODalMMEEBUd )M MILIVIG3 aldyUTVOIMIBE)
ANV cmOaM)o. 20(@0e| HMOLI BGaNICFOHUF CalBaT)
830) al)@IW EY&ILOMo PENBIBNMM @IV @PM)EAINQ|S)
w)dlel, a0la] EMoOO® GIO)OWBHea|S B0} GRILOIM
O®IOMW a)BOD1HEMOBINMIV] agBafidh)Sl@ai@osMIAl
®WaMYo EMOIM)o.

0D MYQIMNEINZ @)SHHEOMIeS USIEIQE3 GandE50
(10a0lW)o ERS)TMHEOLITN HRIHEENIGY EGrNIGSI(NIaflWw)o
0AMlOS ADAIGHRIVWEMINS BIE0IEIAUTVAN0 af)S)BOeq]
S)AN OOMQo2Tl(@MEBBUS aITIMIV]0BEHEMESIMOW]. @Al
OOYOO (a138UBla [l ®)EalIOLIOMHIN @GRAIMAINNZ
MIDIOOD (213@UBla]len}an MW A0 MVAGIRG:00mAll
0O MR BN BIaHW)MW] 20clomseEl.  awled
Q@ @an2E5o(Iall BRGIOE @RYRYHILIBESIC GaNIESO
OWS)a] allRIaNG)0T@)0 MVICEH:GNHANBIEWHe)C1a] @Ry
Om1enss @Il @M 500U ATEIEM@INEMAD EENIDWAl)o
@RYUBHHIV)OS MSWILNMEBOHHIVI0)aM). 2(@RL], BGrOOEFO
U 506MIMYo @RYAVIGEHIM)o (allf ®21Q)d: af)IN®)0
@emoalvo @@l  aflallw equocoz Wloealmves1cd
M)AHIBHOM)0 af)B)a|ODITE HOBRHA00M)0 MABBHMFIOM
TVANIWEOMINS QAUBHO CAUNOTIGE Al®06Mo 6).21QIM)0
(ala1@laflenomio &)S] HFIVWM®OV] EandE5o(NJablo®
O®) 20Gl.  aloHU QflglACDHAOW  BOQ D) 6N VWG
©R9eMILN0 BAVIAHIG3 ATWI® Gand65(NIa0lW)o QIAN
CMOHSWOEM. @M HMYo GaNIECFI(NIaNlHW TLICE:D]
HS0llzyo)esme] a0la] MVBAEREBSIHSWV)0 alogGaNdlegW)o
DalCRINOMINMW)0 (alWMAOBH] @0g).  GanTVen)Hs1el0
alsavafleno @Qjo &HOMGHW0 (alalBlHOOQ|S)BH W0
921N OE@Qo GaNIEFIHUE CMOOHOMal0IABUTlHNeq]
soeatosel 3)dcymead(Devil) eswlwemiowmldazloiewo
MUB12)GaldH)aD TVoTIEHIOOTIN GRSWIBHQ|SJCNGEID
SaM)eel. @PAI0AI0)HSV)o @PAIA M1322lHH0M (Voailanymm
M2} aOEDIOMW)0  TVIDa0 §(alQAUBGIHMAEM. DO OO
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BaN0G30 (IBAUOMEBBRSIM3 @PWld:o QllUddRIMEBBUS DENZO
H00lal.  alelGao9)o B0S1He)0la}Galoen?eNEoHHo0le).
afl(@o VIO AVoaMVIGIBN)0 AfMOTDIVI@S (alalBGlaflo9)o.

DHOMOo 2(l(MBBBIG3 MW MOM M B OOHAAN)
CIMYAMN HEMBMIBEHBHY @RUT(alealtoalo Blall®eEsno
eneaaoil Mla3Hn)aN 2)aflGRI05)ENAIDIW)0, 622N
00928 2 NBlBHW)o 2 eGIMITHNMM  BH@1AIM)A@
arlomyo 2Q)20WG1E9)0 af)sMODICE 2)Bailed WIG3LO)H.
®)0s @eIolalglen)amaiw)o, Qilail®20® @RV AIlGH:HU
Al6BBEBOS) ) SIVM)0 BQIM)ENBIMH)0. DT @RYHAVAIHAL].
aflel 6MQH9000 Allsoo® allB@)BaN 2ll(@6BUW alils]
B9} BHV)o GanMI6N)B91LS) B0 ©21Q)MAUNOW)0
W202Bo @060,  MDIOMELINA ORI GOAIS, RO,
D@ alHUaDDI®IBBG)o, alfIGa]dP}o, BOMH)SOIIM)o
203(S10 a10d5]B:3H0)PATIOOWBS @RSIHN)Ola fdhB)o.
al06IMQUOYIMD), MVOMAO0IRIWIAEBBSIG3 AUOYAN HOQYEaNI
GZ0HUB VIO (alddWBla{len)aNAKDIEM, BOEME)SEA,
@RHIBANS TV@)AOEGAD SERIS)ANEMI BGRDING alGlG(al
HULOOD DENBOHN)MNEDO @L).
Conclusion

80) 0aloM)ailseramMIaIVIGd TVIN)a0 iAW M6B3
o3 (~18BUTIENHRISIAMN H@QEEBUZ TVOR)A0Y MSOWIPELI
OOYEBBBEM. @REBEOM TVIM)A0Y MSOWILIIE)EIMUIRI0
@Al 2g MSOaISLNHFLI00® ®10lafClealg TVIMIEENID
WOMOGE AIOYAN@INEMM) WAIEHHENEB@IEL AMOBIOGW)o,
ROGIW)OSW)o, ®OADSIOMWW)0, BOM ) SAN0}RL® W)
OSW)o QOMEBU BPMMALITMRIWAIWOIWIGIEN)o @RAL.
Ailes GROMOo HMQoBANIECFIBUI aBOD@EsIEN0 B)DE:0
IO TVA01HN)HEVI 210D QUD) B6) B1H6) 5 EWO @ne]
©21QANO®, B0GOI MNITWEBBOSW0 al)®MIV] DeN30Es)]
OHIENEIC1H6)H WO, BRO) WLIGIW GOASIOHM HDQ
OMENHS HOMBOMGMIOPI0 RIMIHW )@ TVIGIO)al
200 2OQINILNHS BOEMH:)SOMIM) UGNV qVE:Ela il
B9)BMUILI0 HI6MI0. DD &H)S}OT TVYGHHANIW alOMo
QINGIINISI N
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MOIMeEISLIGe MNIMIGM]0IZe
BRI IMalEAIW (oI MEBRUD

Santhosh Manicheri

Abstract

BHIOIHB)HS MOOMMIBEM©Aalo @R@INA anLlo
15100 qMAIMIG®IAN0 (af)P}Om)all3ail) @RW)m]
STV TMIOO®  VoUaWlaflSEEOmO8o  QAUSOO
(alWOMMIEM. ALIA0IM IO VIR a0]Eal01®IH6 U3
s elallen)mm)  Galdoel &0) dquOdalMadw]
B EIailajoed GR@IOG DDalIBM a)MO)®aloBMEBEIC3
0D MUNOMB|SLI}o MNI MIHMIAN0 MIGEMIWEBHRHEMAN)
0610, EDAN B)alo/ @YUV /(alNIMo /oY1 &My ~
aganleBeo®m mOoMmMIGeMWo alel allwomleloaldo.
LIHUMORIC® / GRLIDOM® af)dD AZ1LI0AI00 @GR
26LIB1T HHIVFOIOM® | OHIBJ)MN®), MLIO) /alloD,
af)MIBBOHMWIBS  MVOAIM §alB1NEMMHBOQI00.EDOM OO
D1BEMOMEBBUBHN}AOCD af)P}OMHO0O0F Qlowd, AUBY,
aIdem, eflow alBall H:»oMEJo VM BOCE: @RIWLM
MVI0)Alo®BH06NBYo B M ]BN}0 BRMAUS] af)PIOMIUBHN)0
DEMNBICVHHIANIN BRWIH2)RILAN0 D TLOIMOSLilom
oAW1 2flSEOMO80 (alWOMAOEM. A0 §OIT3
@10 ) HILIMM)ENICWHNIQUAN  MVoI0B6EBSIGd mlan)o
@YWV AVoLIBUEBSIE3 MIMAALI00 HID]HSB)0S
MLOOMOQ|SO3 TVoRAINAMN0.  TVIAGI® 21BN @6 IOMEBBUI
0D MLOOMOSLIlOM EHAIRl CORINA]SIEOmEIWV] @00,
20l2jjo auorAlE)MIME. TVIAOT® Y 2101(® 6813 Ud
MOOMea|sellmas Ho0emaodlomlomlodo.
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MA@ HNO6Mo, MIGEMWAIOR

I ntroduction

MLOOMO|SLNo MOOMIH®IAN0 NSO B0)
ao?a0ld MuNJalM20W] mlaimldomyam®lad alellw
al8)1a0186 )N ) 6ME . AV a0 1® § 6 OO o2 a0Td
MN0aIM20W] am  TeIEN)aN®)o A6 OMEH)aNM)0
M02)a01B 00T (@ODIOAG  AIFIWOM. TSI OO
momya0ldswomd(@o (Sociology of literature) seom
aglolenem quoadlmyaljo qUMa0al)jo ®omlenss
enITweom AlvdBE1e:01e9)M®. Mudaclmyane Klallmano
@mlenss mITWweom ealoeila{leafs)emoem @paId
MV2a0TIMIOHO® B0 TVINaOTHTLNIaIMAOW]T AIyQITLO
9a]S)OMGHW)0 TN lEe)HIo HaIYIM®. TVIaSI® Yo
monaolsRlalmomlend &0) GAled &00620
(al@1MIWOMERd @RPY®IEM MD AlEHMAMIAVO]2]
am  1elE9eq]S)aN®.

R1aloom1cd Hemeoleon, @omycallajolead
coarlengs RIUCMOIV CORINa|S)O LI} & So6Mm
MVOasI®Yo ag)M aQflelyo Ha0MO] A0MUIMVENS ag)P)®IAMENS.
R1IOO®IM  ERLOAID GRIOE ©ILNIGMO YoM 1m
al@2(ald0WOMo M@ BH1HHHMNE  WILNIBMNY T 16 Y
R10UOMOQ aldBa]oem AVIa0I®Yo af)aIN) alOW) b
woemlalles. 9o0eom eaLldP)o &0qulad alo0m)o
c218ome)ml® Theory of literature (1963) eno Mm@
@QUWo &06mMd0. RIAN®OWIO al)MO)O aldBMAIEM
MVOa0IMI0 af)MMIEM DD @RYUWWo. TVIAOIMYo B0}
MV22)a01E TN IMAIWIBIOHHOMHAN  TVIaST® § O3
M13MOWH20V]B1HH}AN@  TVDOADIHA  TVIANIW Y
@O6MAaN) al0OW)EMUIW @P® &0) MI3anmaIoa
(determinism)20©1 21)0)631Ga[0QRMYENE.  ALOD)a0NS,
MlBeM®AINBo alflGalo9io MIaCI®DIOMINR CUaHlH6S
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210 BN H606M)INTGRIBE MV 2{l5)6NE. MVIaSI® O3
M02)a01d WOV (@0 &aldo®)Al@d MM AIBAI0
2066mMaN) alladutlesn)Malo)ens. GRMIGE 680} aldlwlaeno
olMmE. D MIBMVAIBAIGlB:LlaINBSIGMIAN) B30)
aolwlaeo Ay@IW @®@a0aRam®  20d8& alay
21l0MOaldOMIOLA06M. TVODYa0lB:®M®)o AMVIAOIMal}o
omlenss 611 W 6) O10) OOAUDIW OO E N0 W]
M2 lailee)M®) OHeMRIM®. 0D AUFIVIGE aBQalo
B)S) @ @RGSR £HIVIVM CWIUBAUIRIMOE.
amyauyailari(Human Subject) wyos =lalloalcwones
(Praxigglenes 0)010a]S)O®)AN  2LISM & BO6M
MOaSI®OAMIEM  @PGGa00 @REI(AIdWH|S)AN®(1956).
0D 2M}aU Aflat] EHalR! AYE@IVE]. TVINACIHMVOS
2MalN@O6M @R ERAMNOMIC3 80} TVAa0QilaulwosT
(Collective Subject.). DOEMOOMIG3 MVOD}aOBHDWIEN
M0aCI®Yo af)aM) D0 lee)HIeM ~LISMININE]E:)SIWOW
GO @OM. DAIOOLIJ0 TVIAa0]HIUNdalMAIW]
Moa0 MO  AUEHLIallde)d®)o &1 UWBH9)o
af) $)OMOBABHN)0  TLOIMOq|SLljo  TLNIMIBH®IAI)0
Mogalan)M®1ed  aV2)a01HosIqunomo  aflvos
DOENHW)o H2ITDIFENE. (AIWIMAIWo TVIMaO]EHAOW
af)9}0m)alB0il (GREMB0 CLISHE@BSILNHS 0)alda]S)
aM®I6eMI®) QAUIWMHNIB, (alTVIWHB, GAldIONI0HA,
ala@wodh@, AILOIOMIBNUD af)AVIBBOHMWBS )@
aMom)aold alBalla81enesw)8s (al(d: 1@ owlgoem
MLOOMB|SENS MNOMHM@IAl0 DAIB GO INA|S)OMAND.
MVOa0IM 21010 B0) @RYEILOMHAMNMIAIVIG DAIHW
MVI00UD1BGB1EN)IMEDINS MM alBaile:ud Boemoad(Canon
@ lomloym). avalalsHoeiom)  ald: 1o a0l
eHMEIGlEN)MM MVIasl®my 2IGlMAilZemomIwo D)
alwoB20W] 2182 ©21Q)MM). ald0O@® (aIWOIMAOIW]
BHOEMHWV)o al00EWOd mlvnil®male MVIAOM ORIV
@pd@mnailevoaterglenaml MM lee)Hwlo AIBY 16
B9)HW)o ©aIQIMM 0T®] qVoMadls MIBeM@AIN3
alGlaelalmHSemlan) msmoel. 0 o1ololad mlan
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ay®laleila))e & 06ns) (@ AU ]S B0OUOWo
(D 1BHUBHBHB)OS 21(HI0x80 Horizon of Expectation agyam
a00MmM  ¢oomIdS  ®!’D oM  GRHUOAE.
& O1-HAOMOA -@YAVIOBBHM o) (1@ 16O
Va1 21BN 218 2JBSIGLIBE BHI6NB)AUANIHQAUIM D@6
2OM1O (AITVED]. AUOVMSNICIENBS (IO 1HUBBEM ~
A BQYWIVEM BB HIGNHOB 0)ale)n|S)OMANSO@ANIEN
(1@ 1:H0 2 1(BQIOB0 af)aD @RYUIWO OHHENE DCFUTIHNAND.
SHLO1WHS TVDMWOLOCRBH® W)Yo @P®IM) allaMleal
V2O AEN) HIGIWHS BGRAGNEEBU )16 |S)OMAND.
QLOMENI0HM TVMHBEIMAOV  alBOSICHOBLNHSWIET
HI®1 0)0l0a]S)MNM® . HI®IWIOS GRMIBAICLIOHO
@RIVINBBHABEOMAVEC2]  2001EMIO}AN@IEM. af)MIT3
2D 1900 @Y @QYUWVo QAIVMOVV}o Hi®]
OVW)o-HAOMOAUIOM®W)o  &HORICBUW  allvemm
BUBEHBOM  AUYMITVDRISNAN TVIGHHA TVMBAREBOHS
alwoB1d01000M aloldal®ael. 21}0)80 108 0D
2l »He8100 MVI2)a0lBHNIGMWAIBIE20® qVATal
MEBBSIGRI0 TVOaSIMY0)alBBSBINS TVMIGM al3aild:S16RI0
@)S)BB1HN1SH0)aN}OHAIAN) alO®Wl0.  AVIAO0TM Yo
alhBaj0aeMM@IGEID MVOasImIOIM 60) TVymluailmane
al)@3qQMIBeMI®mAI0 aBHHERIAUAIBSIMIN0W VI (A0
MLOMVWOWIHEMMMIGRID @Y Al GREIOAHNIM).

MV2a0l®YalBAl®:8)0S HICMIM]H06Mo WLNOA
@OOMI0E NSO SODIHMG VVEGOVWODHAN  QI§AUTVND
alolemoaom1enad  EIVAIHHTHHBW)o.  QILOOILOM
alyamowasglees aldal®»es 20a{loas)en)am
®ENHSVOEM @M MVoRAIIEH)M®. TLIACIMY21B1(@o
@O®IOR C06aI0aI020® @RSIMNIM2IVTOMT0)&:®)o
®alQ)o. MVOa0IMio GRUIVWEMBBBIESW)o WOILNOIAMNOY
@BBIESW)o (al®]aDLIMEA) aldh@Cald G@RYSEMAN
WO0EMWIEM &i®1 MR AVIBOIAN)BB, &y IA0W
@®10)&HBlo WILIGBS)MBB BANIHEMAN WO O6M
wleaisn)o  MIMICUAT®A0® TLNIM?) BB @I 66N AN
MV LIaINOMIGRIEN)0 MWIB)MD. MVIaCIMio EMOCDD
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©)0lOa]g TVIBOMIOHSB)OS GalBa o6 af)aN WOOEMWIE
OOIMOWI0. HYDIWOS BVBH®Io D0{l)2IS)HNO®
O@IM) alGla0000 HEMIMOAIE]. H\BIVWOS BODIBM®Io
2M)aUIBRIAUMW)OS BO®]H®IN6M . @) U0 W 6EB U3
©OLNOBANOTOM aldBa el @YUVO aldGa0OeMaN6N
®OLIGBBBOWIBSE MVELIalo. af)MIOMEVI (al®IMIW]
& 01EHNIMM 2 ilaMEBBBOAUOMOM @RAIDB) QlW.ag)iMmMOT3
MOMO0 (AI®IMIWOIMRIMIBHOW ORI M0 0]
B9)IMYENS. ) WIOMEOVEIEI0 (AIDIWIWIMo H21QAN B0}
afllmeoomm MelYled MIa) 21a®ean  (al®ImIwom
2E0O®, (alAIGODMEUHIWIBB@ 6N af) MO 6M
@ERa0OM1OM @PEI(aI0Wo.aV2a01® o Mo E20W]
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TRACING SEXUALISED
CREATIVITY

K.R. Ragi

Abstract

The dominant patriarchal texts have stipulated on how
women should be conditioned to particular roles in the society.
As texts play important role in defining these stereotypes, it
becomes an important project for the women writers to redefine
the existing texts. The paper traces a history of these theoretical
writings by women breaking the existing notions on female
sexuality and creativity. Here, women writers use female
sexuality as a tool to create texts as counter discourse to the
existing patriarchal literary texts.

Keywords:
Sexuality, Creativity, Feminist Literary Criticism, Body.
Introduction

“Female sexual energy doesn’t spark creative energy; it
actually is creative energy” . According to the feminists, literary
texts comprise of a significant mechanism by which the unequal
power relations in the society are naturalized. By sorting to
stereotypes of ‘virtuous’ woman, the sacrificing mother and the
seductress, literary texts make it a point to ensure that these
imposed roles become acceptable and to an extent desirable for
the girl child to acquire while she grows up. These texts play an
important role in naturalization of these agenda of power
structures and thus, literature may be called ideological. It has
been a topic of discussion already on how male authors have
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been the commentators on the woman’s condition. For this precise
reason, there is a need for a canon of women’s writing. Thus, a
woman’s text will suggest an alternative area of the conditions,
desires, sexuality and psychology of the woman. In Sexual / Textual
Politics (2001), TorilMoi says that “the principal objective of
feminist criticism has always been political: it seeks to expose,
not to perpetuate, patriarchal practices” (xiv).

In the late 1960s women had started to form their own
liberation groups which supplemented the other political struggles
in which they were involved. There was a ‘go back’ to women'’s
literary activities and they were highly influenced by writers like
Mary Wollstonecraft, Virginia wolf, Simone de Beauvoir and so
on. In her seminal work A Vindication of the Rights of Women
(1792), Mary Wollstonecraft analyses the endangered psychic
path from infancy to that of female adulthood. She explains how
“females are made women of when they are mere children”
(117).In her writing, we can find a detailed account of the social
construction of gender. She saw in women, at the same time, the
capacity to fantasize desire and invent different arenas of gender
and she believed that women were vulnerable to seductive
erotics of romantic writing by men and could often be prey to
self-destructive imaginings.

Virginia Woolf points out that women authors are forced
to use male language because they have none of their own, then
the attempt among feminist philosophers and writers has been
to explore alternative forms of language that would be feminine
and female. Thus, the feminists ponder over the possibility of a
female language. Virginia Woolf in an essay ‘The Art of Fiction’
(1927) opines that “fiction is a lady and a lady who has somehow
got herself into trouble” (Orlando, 121).So, there is a process of
an oblique metaphorical use of femininity, thus conjuring- the
cultural misogyny that such a situation might invoke. In her works,
she explores the plight of fiction where there is a stereotyping of
the feminine. Fiction, she says, has been unfairly and
condescendingly seen as the “humble” domestic drudge or
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dependent wife of the arts, anaesthetic, “feeble” and a “parasite”
(124). Her feminist manifesto A Room of One’s Own (1929) argues
that the resentment and objection that was prevalent in the
Victorian age would soon fade away with the advent of feminist
writing. Virginia Woolf, without doubt, could be considered as
one of the pioneers of feminist writers who took the minds of
feminists into a whirlwind. But there have been various criticisms
against her. In the book Feminist Literary Criticism(1991), critics
like TorilMoi and Elaine Showalter in their analysis configure the
aspects like material, ideological and psychological factors that
situate Woolf as a writer: “What defeats Woolf’s Judith
Shakespeare is not a lack of effort or ability but the absence of
material support-no education, no money; an ideological
antipathy- women are unoriginal, private and domestic, reactive
only in their biology; and the psychological consequences of this
situation-the self-doubt, the remorse, the fear” (7).

Moi and Showalter say that apart from Woolf’s claim
that it is the external forces that deter the women’s chance of
writing, it is Woolf herself who is bound in the confinement of her
own ideological construct which considers herself to be unfitfor
the process of creativity. Showalter is of the opinion that Woolf’s
essays are not very political. Woolf’s demand for new, realistic
images of women may imply that the feminist writers should use
realistic fictional forms. But the importance of Virginia Woolf lies
in the fact that she understood that the aim of the feminist
struggle must be to deconstruct the binary oppositions of
femininity and masculinity- an idea that was later elaborated by
many post-structuralist feminist critics like Judith Butler, Luce
Irigaray, Julia Kristeva and so on.

Simone de Beauvoir in her most famous work Second Sex
(which was published in 1949 and translated into English in 1984),
argues that men are able to mystify women. This mystification
and stereotyping, she argued, was instrumental in creating
patriarchy. She argued that women, in turn accepted this
stereotype, and were thus instruments of their own oppression.
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She was one of the first feminists to turn to a social constructionist
argument of gender where social conditioning, contexts and
structures create specific roles based on the biological difference,
but roles that are then seen as ‘natural’ and timeless. TorilMoi says
that Beauvoir’s main thesis in this work is that how ‘woman’ has
been constructed as man’s other, denying her the right subjectivity
and to responsibility of her actions.In other words, patriarchal
ideology laid before us, woman as immanence and man as
transcendence.

Earlier Feminism was constructed on the narrow basis of
white, middle-class, and Anglophone or Francophone women. This
in turn, oppresses partially, other women. The Black women did
not feature much during the 1970s and 1980s either in theory or
practice of feminism. In the actual conceptualization of femininity
and feminism, black women and women of colour are generally
excluded. Apart from that, these constructions of femininity where
black and white are internally diverse and constituted variously in
terms of cultures and periods, show that there is no single femininity,
there is no single black or white femininity.

The feminist literary criticism from the late 1960s and the
1970s dealt with the issue of both ‘female’ and ‘male’, that is, the
inadequacy of representations of women in male canonical texts.
One of the most authentic works representing the period has been
The Madwoman in the Attic (1979) by Sandra Gilbert and Susan
Gubar. According to them, not being a controlling author, the
woman writer has experienced an “anxiety of authorship”, the
product of the “complex and the only barely conscious fears of that
authority which seems to the female artists to be by definition
inappropriate to her sex” (51). The text delights in the personal
ambitions in women and transgressive desires which are endorsed
in fiction. For Gilbert and Gubar, women writers “were not the
vanguard of self- referential and selfish materialism, but resistant
minority voices, exemplary rebels for their time in what they saw
as an unfinished democratic revolution” (Genders, 20). The volume
presents the feminists reader with an incisive study of the major
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women writers of the nineteenth century including Jane Austen,
Mary Shelley, Bronte Sisters, George Eliot, Elizabeth Barrett
Browning, Christina Rossetti, Emily Dickinson and so on. It provides
us an understanding of a distinctively female literary tradition,
rather than enlisting a set of women writers. It also proposes to
elaborate upon women'’s literary creativity and provides models of
female literary responses to “male literary assertion and coercion”
(xii). The book presents how patriarchal ideology has portrayed the
notion that artistic creativity is basically a male quality. The writer
is supposed to ‘father’ his text like the image of a divine creator; he
becomes the ‘Author’. Such phallocentric myth of creativity has
presented a tough time for women'’s creativity:

Since both patriarchy and its text subordinate and imprison
women, before women can even attempt that pen which is so
rigorously kept from them, they must escape just those male texts
which, defining them as ‘Cyphers’, deny them the autonomy to
formulate alternatives to the authority that has imprisoned them
and kept them from attempting the pen (13).

Gilbert and Gubar explain how nineteenth century
assumed ‘eternal feminine’ to be of angelic beauty and sweetness.
TorilMoi says, “But behind the angel lurks the monster: the
obverse of the male idealization of women is the male fear of
femininity” (Sexual/Textual Politics, 57). This monster woman
refuses to be selfless, lives in her own way and has something to
tell about herself. In a nutshell, this woman rejects everything
that patriarchy has prescribed for her. To elucidate this, Gilbert
and Gubar have mentioned certain characters like Shakespeare’s
Goneril and Regan in King Lear, Thackeray’s Becky Sharp and
characters who were portrayed as sorceress- goddesses like the
Sphinx, Medusa, Circe, Kali, Delilah and Salome- all of them
possessed some art that made them capable to seduce and “steal
male generative energy”( The Madwoman in the Attic, 34). For
Gilbert and Gubar, these monster women were duplicitous only
because they had something to tell. They had the choice not to
tell or to tell a different story. The consciousness of this duplicitous
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woman is opaque to man and this womancould not be penetrated
by phallicinquiry, probing or masculine thought. Gilbert and Gubar
say that these women'’s voices were chosen by their authors who
had a sense of palimpsest, “works whose surface designs conceal
or obscure deeper, less accessible (and less socially acceptable)
levels of meaning. Thus these authors managed the difficult task of
achieving true female literary authority by simultaneously
conforming to and subverting patriarchal literary standards” (73).
These works are thus, the representation of the author’s anxiety
and rage. This creativity is the body of their own feelings of
fragmentations, their own dilemma on what they are and what
they ought to be. The angel and the monster, the sweet woman
and the madwoman are the aspects of the author’s self-image and
the reflection of her anti- patriarchal strategies.

Another very important writer of this time has been Elaine
Showalter. In A Literature of their Own (1977), Elaine Showalter
shows how the nineteenth century England ensured a secondary
position for women authors although they were publishing since
1750s. The women authors were limited to certain themes
prescribed by the prevalent male critical opinion. The themes
consisted of domestic problems, mothering, clothing fashions and
food. Their work would be published or read only if they adhered to
such themes. Still, these same male establishments criticised them
by branding their works as inconsequential or limited because the
women wrote only of home, fashion and food! Feminist criticism’s
aimisto unravel the politics behind such establishment. Showalter
argues that a canon of women authors does exist. She classifies the
women authors in to three main categories corresponding to the
three main phases in the history of women’s writing. In her words:

First, there is a prolonged phase of imitation of the
prevailing modes of the tion, and internalisation of its standards of
artand its views on social roles. Second, there is a phase of protest
against these standards and values, and advocacy of minority rights
and values, including a demand for autonomy. Finally, there is a
phase of self-discovery, a turning inward freed from some of the
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dependency of opposition, a search for identity. An appropriate
terminology for women writers is to call these stages, Feminine,
Feminist and Female. (13)

In her article “Towards a Feminist Poetics” (1979),
Showalter distinguishes between two forms of feminist criticisms:
the first type is concerned with the woman as reader and it is
labelled as feminist ‘critique’; the second type deals with woman
as writer and is labelled ‘gynocritics’. Showalter uses this to describe
critical responses that accounted for the woman author as a
producer of texts and meanings. She says that gynocriticism
concerns with “the history, styles, themes, genres, and structures
of writing by women; the psychodynamics of female creativity; the
trajectory of the individual or collective female career; and the
evolution and laws of a female literary tradition (25). The
“hermeneutics of suspicion” which implies that the text is not only
what it pretends to be and therefore probes in to the underlying
conflicts and absences and silences in the text, seems to be reserved
for texts written by men thus, the feminist critic realizes that the
woman- produced text will find a space that has a totally different
status from the male text. Thus, text becomes a transparent
medium by which women'’s experience could be seized. Without
abolishing all canons, thus, Showalter’s aim is to create a separate
canon for women’s writing.

Ellen Moers in her celebrated work Literary Women
(1977), argued that women authors (from the perspective of
gynocritics), were not deviants from the patriarchal norm. On the
contrary, they constituted a very a strong subculture within
patriarchy. Moers mirrors the development of many academic
women freeing them from the segregation from the mainstream
of historical development. Women were viewed as a distinctive
group who were subsumed under the general category of ‘man’
and, thus silenced. Literary Women was the first attempt to describe
a history of women'’s writing as “a rapid and powerful undercurrent”
(63) running adjacent to the main male tradition. It explored and
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mapped a relatively unknown territory for the first time and
received wide acclaim. She observes that the history of literature
is associated with the history of women:

The main thing to change my mind about a history of literary
women has been history itself, the dramatically unfolding, living
literary history of the period of my work on this book. Its lesson
has been that one must know the history of women to understand
the history of literature. (xvi)

By the 1980s and 90s women writers began to find new
ways of writing about the body, desires and sexuality. Already
during the 1970s and early 80s, linguists explored the idea of a
gendered language. By the half of 1980s, feminists were influenced
by Post-Structuralism. The problem of female subjectivity was
under debates and discussion. Post-Structuralism also questioned
the nature of author-text-reader relationships. In the text of a
woman writer, the author was not fully present. She did it by the
control of meanings, and transmitting those meanings in explicit
or coded ways by the use of the tool of language. Apart from
proving direct account of women'’s experience, they offered only
representations or social construction of women and uncertain
lines between author, reader and character. It is at the same
time that there was an explosion of women’s writings with the
establishment of feminist publishing companies like the Feminist
Press, des femmes, Virago, The Women’s Press, Attic Press,
Spinifex to name a few. Some of them were influenced by socialism
and Marxism and have questioned the privilege involved in
tradition-making. Later, some third wave feminists who were
influenced by Post Modernism and Deconstruction, rejected
‘theory’ condemning it to be too totalizing or universalising. They
were of the opinion that theory must be replaced with narratives
or new ways of writing. Like the first and second waves of
feminisms, the third wave uses culture for creative purpose in
order to advance the feminist cause. The analysis of Post-Modern
psychoanalyst Jaques acan and the Post-Structural critic Michel
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Foucault is very necessary to the understanding of the latter
feminist writers and theoreticians who are to be discussed
henceforth.

Under the influence of Deconstruction, Lacan views
subjectivity as “l am where | think not”. The self is deconstructed,
not as a sensual entity but as alinguistic effect. According to him
the unconscious is the “kernel of our beings”, but the unconscious
is like a language and language exists as a structure before the
individual enters into it. The idea of ‘character’, which rests in
turn on the notion of a unique separate self, becomes untenable.
So, to accept Lacanian argument would be to reject the
conventional view of characterisation in literature. Further,
Lacan’s concept of language is fundamentally detached from any
referent in the world. This would be like rejecting literary realism
because realist novels were supposed to figure forth the real world
for us. Thus, it would provide a fragmented, allusive text that
would demand a wholly different set of literary preferences.

On the acquisition of language, Lacan divides the stage
of the development of a child into three. The first realm is the
‘Imaginary’ where the young child exists before the emergence
of the sense of self. In this stage, there is no difference between
self and other and there is a sort of idealised identification with
the mother. The next stage is between six and eighteen months
called as the ‘Mirror stage’. It is here when the child sees its own
reflection in the mirror and conceives itself as a unified being,
aloof from the rest of the world. It is in the next stage that the
child enters into the language system, essentially a system
concerning lack and separation. These are crucial Lacanian
concepts as language names what is not present and substitutes
this lack with a linguistic sign. This stage sets forth socialisation,
with its doctrines of prohibition and restraints which is associated
with the figure of ‘father’. This order to which the child enters is
called by Lacan as the ‘Symbolic stage’. He discovers the Symbolic
Order that is external to him, what Lacan terms the ‘Other’.
Lacan here is working with the language of the Symbolic Order
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where ‘Mother’ stands for the desire of the absent mother. Both
language and absence go together here. Lacan suggests that all
desire is linked to a lack or in fact, the lack is desire. Here, he
turns to linguistics and suggests that all signifiers merely gesture
at the lack. He is of the opinion that it is in the Symbolic Order
that the society perpetuates itself through rituals and signs. Sally
J. Scholz says, “This symbolic Order is learned through language.
In other words, “we learn how to be in society, what roles are
appropriate for us, and who we are through language” (116).
Thus, the task of women writers to achieve their own canon would
be to deconstruct this language and reconstruct a new one.
Michel Foucault developed what he termed ‘archaeology
of human sciences’ in which he studied the rise of the forms of
knowledge, the classificatory mechanisms of knowledge and the
rules by which knowledge was collected and disseminated. He
argues that knowledge is constructed, organised, shared and used
through particular form of speech, writing and language or what
is called discourse. Discourse is the context of speech,
representation, knowledge and understanding. Thus, it is the
context in which meaning itself is produced. Foucault suggests
that human relations, science, institutions, literature are all caught
up in a struggle for power and, discourse is the terrain where this
struggle is carried out. This argument has been used by the
twentieth century Feminisms which show how the discourse of
patriarchy with their representation of women have been
institutionalized in the uneven structures of marriage, education,
religion, law, medicine, politics and literature. Every discourse
has a language, an object, an authority figure that uses this
language to describe and classify this object. He says that discourse
is not just a way of speaking or writing but the whole mindset and
ideology which grip the thinking of all members of a society.
Foucault proposes a ‘genealogical’ or ‘archaeological’ analysis of
discourses- tracing their opening moments and their formations.
‘Genealogy’ is the tracing of those discourses and institutions
that have formed our ideas of sexuality, criminality, illness,
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morality, madness etc. It can be summarised as a history of ideas
that pays attention to social forces, institution mechanisms and
power structures that influence thought, ideas and knowledge
formations. Thus, the emergence of the sexuality as a new
theoretical move deconstructs this discourse as the feminists
postulate and create a new discourse of their own to break and
diverge into a new theoretical and creative foundation.Thus Lacan
and Foucault have had tremendous influence on the feminists of
the late twentieth century.

Julia Kristeva goes against the Lacanian narrative which
assumes that the representation of the primary relationship with
maternal body leads to cultural meaning. Her early work on ‘poetic
language’ argued that the entrance of the subject into language
was motivated by pleasure. According to her, signification includes
two main components- the ‘semiotic’ and the ‘symbolic’. The
‘semiotic’ is associated with the Mother, the body and the pre-
linguistic or what she calls ‘Chora’. This is material, poetic
dimension of language and the foundation of language for
Kristeva and she terms it ‘genotext’. The ‘symbolic’ is the syntax,
the grammar, and the expressed the linguistic acts. It is the
language of communication and Kristeva calls it ‘phenotext’.
Kristeva rejects the humanist idea of subject saying that human
subject is only seen as male, unified and coherent whereas the
subject actually cannot be determined, limited, or governed. In
other words, it is unknowable. For her, the subject is decentred
and ex-centric. Describing the whole process, Kristeva clearly
moves away from Lacan and Post Structuralism in which it is argued
that subject is formed after the entry into language and Kristeva
calls it the speaking body. But she suggests that a material body
becomes a meaningful ‘self’ before and beyond symbolic
language- a language through touch, gestures and laughter.
Kristeva proposes a pre-mirror stage which she terms semiotic.
Itis the language of tears, blood, milk, faeces. The importance of
this argument lies in the fact that this precedes what we see as
symbolic in Lacanian theory. The mother-child interaction is an
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example for this. Kristeva terms this, as said before, ‘Chora’ or
the stage of significance.

Having discussed a form of the subject that is rooted in
the flesh and body, she unpacks the cultural languages, discourses
and structures that restrain the primordial subject. She points to
cultural prohibitions, taboos and rituals as making the normative
subject. If Chora is about body, culture is about restraining body
and organising the experience of flesh. This language for her,
then, “is a complex signifying process rather than a monolithic
system” (Sexual/TextualPolitics, 152). She links the family structure
and functions of language and writing and finds an echo of the
pre-Oedipal, the pre-symbolic, the Mother. She thus aims at
finding the feminine ‘jouissance’ in creative literary works by
women. She says that the discourses that are prevalent today
reject or go against this Chora and social organisations have
always tried to order it. According to certain laws:

Our discourse, all discourse moves with and against the
Chora in the sense that it simultaneously depends upon and
refuses it. Although the Chora can be designated and regulated,
it can never be definitely posited: as a result, one can situate the
Chora and, if necessary, lend it a topology, but one can never give
it axiomatic form ... We may therefore posit that social
organization, always already symbolic, imprints its constraint in
a mediated form which organizes the Chora not according to a
law (a term we reserve for the symbolic) but through an ordering.
(Revolution in Poetic Language, 94)

This emphasis on language and femininity as patriarchal
construct enables the feminists to reject all forms of attacks from
phallocentrism, including the discourse of writing.

Another prolific writer in French Feminism is Helen Cixous
who focuses on the language of women’s writing that postulated
and practised a fluid, non-linear, elliptical, mythic and mystic
writing. She is known for the concept ‘Ecriture Feminine’ or
women’s writing that enables a positive representation of the
feminine including women’s bodies and sexuality. Thus, this
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becomes a subversion of masculine symbolic language. This is
brought forth in her well known essay —"The Laugh of Medusa”
(1976) where she makes use of fluid erotic syntax and new images
to celebrate women’s differences and free their bodies and
sexuality from masculine constructs. She is of the opinion that
women as well as men can access Ecriture Feminine. Peta Bowden
and Jane Mummery say that “ecriture feminine and its celebration
of women’s bodies seem to rest on the (essentialist) belief that
there is a specifically female nature shared by all women, a nature
entailed by the simple possession of a woman’s body”(59). The
language identifies the fluidity of women’s bodies, mother figures
and refuses to privilege the male. Along with that, it experiments
with typography itself- visual and graphic alterations to font, blank,
parentheses, breaks, hyphenated words and altered punctuation.
The work of these feminists, in sharp contrast, uses poetry, slippery
metaphors, circumlocution and extensive body-images in order
to develop a whole new critical language. In a conversation
between Helen Cixous and Catherine Clement, Cixous says, “There
will not be one feminine discourse, there will be thousands of
different kinds of feminine words, and then there will be the code
for general communication, philosophical discourse, rhetoric like
now but with a great number of subversive discourses in addition
that are somewhere else entirely” (Feminist Literary Criticism,
111).

Her concept of feminine writing is largely based on
Derrida’s analysis of writing as difference that supports difference
in work, rejects dominant phallogocentric logic, breaks the binary
opposition and relies on the pleasures of open- ended textuality.
Even ‘women writing’ or ‘ecriture feminine’ is abhorrent to her
because terms like ‘masculine’ and ‘feminine’ itself are
demarcating, and reductive and imprison one to the binary logic.
She, thus, warns against the dangers of confusing the sex of the
author with the sex of the writing. In her essay —"The Laugh of
Medusa”, she puts forth the notion that all human beings are
essentially bisexual and attacks the classic conception of bisexuality
which was attacked on the grounds of castration fear. Actually,
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this homogeneous conception of bisexuality is an extension of the
male fear of the ‘Other’ (woman). Cixous views bisexuality as
multiple, variable and non-exclusion of any sex. So, she denies
the process of defining a feminist practise of writing:

For this practice can never be theorized, enclosed, coded-which
doesn’t mean that it doesn’t exist. But it will always surpass the
discourse that regulates the phallocentric system; it does and
will take place in areas other than those subordinated to
philosophico- theoretical domination. (Signs, 253)

Cixous says that woman is wholly present in her voice
and writing is nothing but an extension of herself. She is dominated
by the voice of mother- the omnipotent figure that dominates
the fantasies of the pre-Oedipal baby. It is at this stage, according
to Cixous, that the baby acquires language and the capacity to
name itself and the object. So, through her writing, it is the voice
of the mother and the mother’s body that get materialised. She
presents this space filled with mother’s milk and honey that get
resonated in all female writing. When man represses mother,
woman doesn’t and she is always close to the mother. As TorilMoi
says, “The writing woman is thus immensely powerful: hers is a
‘puissance feminine’ derived directly from the mother, whose
giving is directly suffused with strength” (Sexual / Textual Politics,
113).

Cixous’ mythical and biblical allusions- Medusa, Electra,
Antigone, Dido, Cleopatra are often accompanied by the oceanic-
water imagery to represent the fluidity of her body. Their mythical
world-a world of fluidity contains and reflects the comforting
security of a mother’s womb. Cixous’ vision of female writing is
thus; firmly located within Lacanian imaginary where all
difference is abolished. Her vision of ‘Ecriture Feminine’ is the re-
establishment of its relationship with physical jouissance of the
female body-a utopian vision of female creativity in a non-
oppressive and a non-sexist society. For her, writing is a position
of absolute activity in which all women partake automatically
and it becomes an enactment of liberation. For her writing is
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always, in some sense, a libidinal act. This linking of sexuality and
texuality opens up a new vista of female articulation and
investigation of desire in language not only in the text written by
women, but also by men. Thus, as Mary Jacobus says, ecriture
feminine “asserts not the sexuality of the text, but the texuality
of sex” (Feminist Literary Criticism, 190).

Luce Irigaray, a French feminist, linguist, and philosopher
and psychoanalyst sees female sexuality as a field of oppression
by the psychoanalytic masculine canon. She contends that no
culture has represented feminine corporeal reality in positive
terms. She necessitates a different way of spacing and advocates
new and different discourses. She was influenced by Lacan’s re-
reading of Freud. Derridan principles also laid foundation to her
thoughts. She analyses the role of language or symbolic discourse
in producing both meaning and subjectivity. She argues that the
symbolic order is essentially phallocentric and in that masculine
order, women appear as the ‘masculine feminine’ or in the way
men understand women. She calls for liberation from this
phallocentrism and the symbolic order by looking at Lacan’s
imaginary state. She advocates the creation of a distinctive
language for women modelled on feminine sexual pleasure. In
her essay “Women'’s Exile”, she says:

The question of language is closely allied to that of
feminine sexuality. For, | do not think that language is universal or
natural with regard to the difference between the sexes. In the
face of a language, constructed and maintained by men only, |
raise the question of the specificity of a feminine language, of a
language that would be adequate for the body, sex, and the
imaginary of the woman. (qtd. Understanding Feminism,57- 58)

Such a language enables in the expression of the multiple
embodiment of women that relates the conditions of fluidity and
otherness than any other homogenising language. Irigaray’s
‘ecriture de la femme’ is used not to designate a language that
represents different voice of women. Rather it is a different
possibility for positioning individuals with regard to language. She
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says that as women do not have a female language as such, they
are forced to use the neuter language. It makes harder for them
“to achieve a for- itself and to construct a place between the in
itself and the for—itself” (An Ethics of Sexual Difference, 91). In
her influential text, This Sex Which is Not One (1985), she says
that the patriarchal symbolic order doesn’t represent women'’s
difference. She is forced to speak like men, thus, there is only
masculine representation. In the work, she uses the metaphor of
female sexual pleasure and the multiplicity and variety of female
sexual organs to challenge the monolithic phallocentric thought.
Women are thus, the ‘sex’ which is not one.

According to Irigaray, Western thought is based on the
exclusion of the maternal feminine. Then, this results in the denial
of subjectivity to non-male defined women. By practising
subjectivity founded on maternal feminine, women can step out
of patriarchal definition of feminine. She is of the opinion that the
Lacanian symbolic order is open to change. For her, the key to
this change is the development of ‘female imaginary’. This could
be achieved in a fragmented manner as what she terms the excess
that is realized in margins of the dominant culture. This would
enable them to transform the symbolic that would avail them
subjectivity and the same is to be applied to the language in which
she writes. For Irigaray, the body and sexuality in particular could
be perceived as the site of power struggle. This has to be
deconstructed so that sex as a social and morphological
assignation of identity is depolarized.

Judith Butler, in her works Gender Trouble (1990) and
Bodies That Matter (1993) attempts to theorize the ways in which
bodies are materialized as sexed in the light of critiquing the
heterosexual norms. Following Foucault, Butler argues that one
can never escape hegemonic discourses and the resistance and
the possibilities of transformation should happen within that
discourse itself in which the power relations and forms of
subjectivity is vested. The agency that can “transform aspects of
material discursive practices and the power relations” (A Concise
Companion to Feminist Theory, 127) is discursively produced.

126 GOVTARTS & SCIENCE COLLEGE-RESEARCH JOURNAL



VOL.9 ISSUE 2 JANUARY 2019 CONTEMPORARY MINDS

Subjecthood is a necessary factor for communication and for
committing social change. This subjecthood is often produced by
marginalized groups. Thus, subjectivity and agency cannot be
fixed prior to language and the discursive practices in which
individuals assume their ‘presence’ because, according to Lacan,
itis this language that produces subjectivity. Thus, “Judith Butler’s
call to shift away from accounts framed in terms of what she calls
the ‘ epistemological subject’, and towards accounts in which
identity is viewed as the effect (rather than the origin) of practices
of signification” (Language and Sexuality, 137).

Butler argues that sex is a “contrived premise”like fiction.
So, gender does not presume a sex “which it acts upon”. Rather
gender produces “the misnomer of a prediscursive sex”. The
construction is based on the “linguistic monism” and thus she
adheres to the fact that “everything is only and always language”
(Bodies That Matter, 6).

Like Foucault, she proposes that gender is not a fact-or
natural, but the effect of discourses that are controlled by power
structures. Central to this discourse and performative construction
is language. Butler argues that there is no gender identity prior
to or outside language because identity is effect of discourse:

The juridical structures of language and politics
constitute the contemporary field of power; hence, there is no
position outside this field, but only a critical genealogy of its own
legitimating practices. As such, the critical point of departure is
the historical present, as Marx put it. And the task is to formulate
within this constituted frame a critique of the categories of
identity that contemporary juridical structures engender,
naturalize and immobilize. (Gender Trouble, 7)

So, the textualisation of the sexuality (preferably
homosexuality opposing to heterosexuality for Butler) is possible
by positing language in this discourse and deconstructing the
power structure.

Kate Millet’s Sexual Politics (1969) established the
feminist approach to literature as a critical force to be reckoned
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with. She rejects authors like D.H. Lawrence, Henry Miller,
Norman Mailer (in the third part of the book-‘ The Literary
Reflection’) on the ground that these authors clearly negated
women’s desires in their work, thus, looking through masculine
eyes on what women want. She also rejects Freud on whose
theoretical basis laid foundation for the authors’ unconscious that
gets represented in their works. Millet’s rejection of Freud is
largely based upon his theories of penis envy, female narcissism
and female masochism. Later she was opposed by authors like
Juliet Mitchell and Jacqueline Rose who postulated on Freudian
theory of psychoanalysis that posits sexual identity as an unstable
subject position which is socially and culturally constructed.
According to Monique Wittig, ‘sex’ is a category propagated by
patriarchy that has the capacity to enslave. To speak within this
system of patriarchy is equal to be deprived of the possibility of
speech. But at the same time to speak or perform in that system
of language, itis revolutionary. According to Wittig, the power of
this language system is enormous. It has the power to oppress
and resist. She doesn’t believe the notion that ‘subject’ is already
masculine. Rather, she says that if the language can be attributed
with plasticity, the subject posited inside that language has the
power to change. This would help the woman to create a category
of her own. In her essay “Mark of Gender”, Wittig says that when
the speaking subject that invokes ‘I’, “reappropriates language
as a whole, proceeding from oneself alone, with the power to use
all language” (The Straight Mind and Other Essays, 6). She says
that every language opens opportunity to establish subjectivity
and the task of women writers is to establish identity through
their own distinctive speech acts.

Adrienne Rich, a radical American feminist transforms
the differences between woman and man to that of ‘woman’
and female. She reverses the mind-body valuation and celebrates
the female body as the sight of power, creativity in line with
sexuality and the capacity of motherhood of women. Elizabeth
Grosz critically analyses the representation of bodies that do not
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consider materiality that in turn enables the dominance of reason.
She opines that a new language is necessary to articulate women’s
specific difference. She makes use of Derrida’s notion of the ‘trace’.
She says that the texts that are produced leave behind marks of
sexuality or corporality. The process of this textual production, in
turn, leaves their residue on the body of the writer and readers.
Thus, the author doesn’t leave or exist in the text. Thus, the
relationship between the author and the text are “mutually
implicating” (Space, Time and Perversion: Essays on the Politics
of Body, 21)

Conclusion

From the analysis before said, one could discern that there were
arguments, departure and agreement within the feminist circle
on the burning topic of the relation between female sexuality
and creativity. The notion of ‘sex’ becoming ‘text’ or ‘sext’
became a pattern that was not only revolutionary but also became
a site of power where women writers were able to identify a
discourse of their own. The women writers in the 1980s and 90s
found new ways of writing about the body, desires and sexuality.
Itis how, for example, autobiographical and testimonial writings
turn out to be women’s ‘flexible friend’. The question that feminist
critics shouldn’t ponder is whether there is a woman in the text.
Instead they should investigate if there is a text in the woman. It
is the woman herself, in her writing, which becomes the text.
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Kudumbashree And Women
Empowerment —
A Kerala Experience

T. Shameerdas

Abstract

Kudumbashree is a community organization of
Neighbourhood Groups (NHGs) of women in Kerala, it has
been recognized as an effective strategy for the
empowerment of women in rural as well as urban areas. It
brings women together from all spheres of life to fight for
their rights or for empowerment. It is imperative to
examine the nature and extent of economic dependence
of women and their role in kudumbashree program. The
State Poverty Eradication Mission-Kudumbashree-
launched by the Government of Kerala in India is a massive
poverty eradication programme in contemporary history. It
has proved without doubt that women empowerment is
the best strategy for poverty annihilation. Women, who
were regarded as voiceless and powerless started
identifying their inner strength, opportunities for growth ,
and their role in reshaping their own destiny.

The empowerment of women through different
laws, legislations, activities and schemes is the most
important concern of 21st century. This paper explores the
role of Kudumbashree and its impact on women
empowerment in Kerala. The major findings are;
Kudumbashree has been instrumental in enhancing
economic empowerment of women and the programme
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has been working successfully in generating self-
employment opportunities for women. Kudumbashree
differs from conventional programs in that it perceives
poverty not just as the deprivation of money, but also as
the deprivation of basic rights.

Keywords

Kudumbasree Mission, Women Empowerment,
Economic dependence.

Introduction

Economic development is the development of
economic wealth of countries, regions or communities for
the wellbeing of their inhabitants.It is a multi-dimensional
phenomenon and a wider concept. According to
Amarthyakumarsen “development is about creating
freedom for people and removing obstacles to great
freedom”. In order to attain economic development the
government introduced many programs especially to
encourage women participation asempowerment of
women has been consideredas an essential feature of
development. Gender equality and empowerment of
women is recognized globally as a key element to achieve
progress in all areas. It is presumed that real development
is possible only if the women and men work in equal terms.
Jawaharlal Nehru commended “in order to awaken the
people, it is the women who has to be awakened first. Once
she is on the move, the household moves, the village
moves, the country moves and thus we build the India
tomorrow”.

Development of a nation cannot be separated from
or viewed in isolation from the development of women
who constitute half of the population and who can certainly
play a crucial role in influencing the course of human history
as well as shaping the destiny of mankind.But the present

198 GOVTARTS & SCIENCE COLLEGE-RESEARCH JOURNAL



VOL.9 ISSUE 2 JANUARY 2019 CONTEMPORARY MINDS

position of women in developing and underdeveloped
countries is not satisfactory as rural women are regarded as
voiceless and defenceless. Raping cases are appearing in
the newspapers every day, even politicians are not
supporting them. So they are to be empowered to fight
against the evils faced by them. Since empowerment of
women is an effectivetool for development, there had been
intensive efforts in nineties to bring the women-folk,
especially those belonging to the weaker sections and poor,
who had been economically and socially underprivileged
within and outside the family to the forefront and empower
them through specific programmes and thereby empower
the entire family and community. Ensuring justice to women
was one of the prime objectives of the development agenda
of the People’s Planning Campaign initiated in 1997.

Women Empowerment

In many discussions and studies it is found that
women have been treated as second class citizens all across
the globe. It is a fact that almost common everywhere,
irrespective of the development index of a country, women
have always been subjected to denied rights and support
systems for their adequate functional growth. Especially in
Kerala, they are found to be fully associated and dependent
on men particularly in addition to other aspects in the
context of intellectual and professional capabilities. One
of the remedies then, is to improve the women status in
society, which has consequently become the goal of various
Women empowerment schemes.

Empowerment has been considered an effective
tool to bring about changes in the socio-economic conditions
of women. A nation, society as well as the individual himself
or herself, cannot progress adequately until the status of
women in the region is improved, in the very least.
According to United Nations, Women’s empowerment
definition has five major components:
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Women'’s sense of self-worth

Their right to have and to determine choices

Their right to have access to opportunities and
resources

Their right to have the power to control their own
lives, both within and outside the home

Their ability to influence the direction of social
change to create a more just, social and economic order,
both nationally and internationally.

Thus women’s economic empowerment refers to
the ability for women to enjoy their rights to control and
benefit from resources, assets, income and their own time,
as well as the ability to manage risk and improve their
economic status and wellbeing. Women empowerment can
be measured through the Gender Empowerment Measure
(GEM), which shows women’s participation in a given
nation, both politically and economically. Entire nations,
businesses, communities and groups can benefit from the
implementation of programs and policies that adopt the
notion of women empowerment. Empowerment is one of
the main procedural concerns when addressing human
rights and development. Kudumbashree is one of the most
important women empowerment programme in Kerala.

Kudumbashree

The Kudumbashree project in Kerala traces back its
origin to the Bangladesh Grameen Bank (BGB), which was
started in 1976 by Prof. Mohammed Yunus in Bangladesh.
With the success of BGB and similar organizations
elsewhere, the concept of micro credit gained momentum.
Based on this success, many NGOs in our country organized
Self Help Groups (SHGs) which serve as an intermediary
between the bank and the poor. The State Poverty
Eradication Mission known as Kudumbashree is an
innovative poverty obliteration programme of the
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Government of Kerala, which is a community based, women
oriented and participatory programme in every respect.
Kudumbashree programme is being implemented through
the local self - governments in the state. The three-tier
community based organization of women include
Neighbourhood Groups (NHGs) at the neighbourhood (grass
root) level, Area Development Societies (ADSs) at the local
level (centre) and Community Development Societies
(CDSs) at the Village Panchayath/Municipality (apex) level.
These organizations act as the community wing of the local
self-governments.

Kudumbashree, a community organization of
neighbourhood groups (NHGs) of women in Kerala, has
been recognized as an effective strategy for the
empowerment of women in rural as well as urban areas,
bringing women together from all spheres of life to fight
their rights or for empowerment of women is closely linked
to economic empowerment. Women through these NHGs
work on a variety of issues such as health, nutrition,
agriculture, etc. besides income generation activities and
seeking micro credit.

Kudumbashree, a Malayalam coinage, means
prosperity of the family. It is a pioneering programme of
the Government of Kerala introduced for the eradication
of absolute poverty in ten years through concerted
community action under the leadership of local self -
governments. Kudumbasree is the poverty suppression
mission of the state of Kerala. The programme has 37 lakhs
members and covers more than 50% of the households in
Kerala. It has built around three vital components, micro
credit, entrepreneurship and empowerment. Women
empowerment is one of the important objectives of
Kudumbasree along with poverty alleviation.

The aim of the Kudumbashree scheme is to
improve the standard of living of poor women in rural areas
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by setting up micro-credit and productive enterprises. It is
a community based self-help initiative involving poor
women. Kudumbashreewas conceived as a joint programme
of the Government of Kerala and NABARD implemented
through Community Development Societies (CDSs) of Poor
Women, serving as the community wing of Local
Governments. The aim of the Kudumbashree scheme is to
empower women as a strategy for Poverty Eradication.
Empowerment of women and poor women driving their
development is a powerful strategy to alleviate poverty.
The Kudumbashree Community based organizations are
acting as social safety nets, increasing access to
entitlements and providing avenues for political
participation.

Kudumbashree is the women empowerment and
poverty eradication program, framed and enforced by the
State Poverty Eradication Mission (SPEM) of the
Government of Kerala. The Mission aims to eradicate
absolute poverty within a definite time frame of 10 years
under the leadership of Local Self Governments formed and
empowered by the 73rd and 74th Amendments of the
Constitution of India. The Mission launched by the State
Government with the active support of Government of India
and NABARD has adopted a different methodology in
addressing poverty by organizing the poor in to community-
based organizations. The Mission follows a process approach
rather than a project approach. The mission was officially
inaugurated by the then Prime Minister AtalBihari Vajpayee
in 1998 as requested by the State Government.

The grassroots of Kudumbashree are
Neighbourhood Groups (NHG in short) that send
representatives to the ward level Area Development
Societies (ADS). The ADS sends its representatives to the
Community Development Society (CDS), which completes
the unique three-tier structure of Kudumbashree. Today,
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there are 2.77 lakhs NHGs, over 19,854 ADSs and 1073 CDSs
in Kudumbashree.

It is this network that brings women to the
GramaSabhas and helps them bring the needs of the poor
to the attention of the local governments. The Community
Development Societies are also very active in Government
programmes and play considerable roles in development
activities ranging from socio-economic surveys and
enterprise development to community management and
social audit.

Through its efforts to engage women in civil society
in development issues and opportunities, Kudumbashree
in association with the local self government of Kerala is
charting out new meaning and possibilities for local
economic development and citizen centric governance.

Kudumbashree and Livelihood Development

Kudumbashree, right from its inception, identified
livelihood development as a major intention to promote
economic empowerment. Thrift and credit operations, the
foundation of Kudumbashree helped to meet the working
capital needs of poor women who desired to start new
enterprises as well as carry out economic activities on a
small scale, alongside encouraging the habit of saving
among poor women to enable them to meet their social
and personal needs. Even though the concept of micro
enterprises or small-scale enterprises is not new to self-
help group (SHG) movements, Kudumbashree gave micro
enterprises a new definition and developed a unique
strategy for setting them up. Due attention has also been
paid to promoting enterprises in both the rural and urban
areas of the state. The present strategy of Kudumbashree
is that entrepreneurship should increase the per capita
income of beneficiaries so that it leads to an improvement
in their living standards. Kudumbashree, which has gained
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knowledge in these concepts through its experience over

the years, has highlighted local economic development

(LED) as the first priority on its agenda while promoting

economic activities. LED is defined as “a process in which

local government identifies the needs of the public,

identifies the available local resources, namely, human and

natural resources, and effectively integrates them to

increase production, thereby stimulating economic growth

and reducing poverty.”

Local government attains this goal by

. Identifying the needs of the public;

. Identifying the various local resources—human and
natural;

. Using local resources effectively;

. Integrating various departments and institutions;

. Promoting the creation of new jobs; and

. Managing public funds effectively.

A convergence of different departments,
government agencies, banks, training institutes, research
organizations, local self-governments (LSGs) and, finally,
community participation is ensured in Kudumbashree’s
micro enterprises and in all the livelihood opportunities it
promotes.

Kudumbashree aims at empowerment of women
to become the active leaders rather than passive recipients.
The strategies are
Formation of women collectives
Information and training
Skill upgradation
Thrift-Credit operations
Infrastructure development
Micro enterprises development
Power to the people, and
Leadership

S®m o o0 T
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The ultimate objective, therefore, sets as ‘reaching
out family through women , and reaching out community
through family.

The programmes conceived as a part of the strategy
to reduce poverty are, Microfinance operations/Thrift and
Credit Societies, Micro Enterprises, Micro Housing/
Bhavanashree, Destitute Identification, Rehabilitation and
Monitoring Programme/Ashraya, Lease Land Farming/
Haritashree, The S3 programme, Children’s Neighbourhoods
/Balasabha, Solid Waste Management /Clean Keral
Business, Special Employment Programme for the Educated
Youth, Special School for the Disabled Children/Buds, Self
Employment Programme under SJSRY and GRQ (Goat,
Rabbit and Quail)Project

Microfinance Operations

Thrift and Credit Societies are set up at
Neighbourhood (NHG) level to facilitate the poor and to
avail easy credits, which have now grown up to Informal
Banks of the poor women at their doorsteps. Now, 10,687
Thrift and Credit Societies are in operation in the 58 urban
areas enveloping the major 58 towns. In the rural segment,
1,45,674 Thrift and Credit societies are in operation covering
all the 991 Village Panchayats in the State. Most of the Thrift
and Credit Societies are capable of providing financial
assistance to income generating activities. Through
microfinance.

Micro Enterprises

Micro Enterprises foster the economic status of
women as an effective means to eradicate poverty. The
income generating activities under individual and group
initiatives to meet the livelihoods of the poor women are
massively promoted . Canteens/ Catering units, IT units ,
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Group farming units, Fruit Processing units, Foot ware units,
Umbrella units, Building materials units ,Horticulture units,
Electronics units ,Readymade garments units, Soap powder
units, Toys units , Grocery shops, are some of the examples
of Micro Enterprises that are undertaken by poor women
under Kudumbashree Mission. Women entrepreneurs are
given training in entrepreneurship development, skill
development, project management, performance
improvement by the Entrepreneurship Development
Institute of India, Ahemmedabad.

When one says micro enterprises, it does not
necessarily mean that all such enterprises began with the
direct support of the Kudumbashree mission. It could be
there and are those that are started using linkage loans.
That is, the beneficiaries take loans from their
neighbourhood groups (NHGs) and start businesses
according to their preferences such as direct marketing,
petty shops and other similar activities that do not require
too much working capital. These activities are usually
restricted to the NHGs themselves. A second category
consists of enterprises started with the aid and support of
various government departments and LSGs such as the
three-tier Panchayat system’s funds (district, block and
gram Panchayats), women’s welfare schemes, and so on. A
noticeable aspect here is that the beneficiaries will
inevitably be those who are in the Kudumbashree network.
The third category is enterprises that are started with the
help of Kudumbashree assistance under its Rural Micro
Enterprises (RME). Many government departments,
agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
promote micro enterprises under their respective
programmes. Technical and technological support is
provided along with a monetary component. A remarkable
aspect is that all these departments and agencies use the
Kudumbashree network to a great extent. As in the case of
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inadequate benefits accruing to micro enterprises that stand
on their own, single-handed efforts by departments or
institutions will suffer certain limitations. But a collective
effort could create noticeable results. In the Panchayathi
Raj system, the roles and responsibilities of the three tiers
have been clearly described and they emphasize activities
associated with poverty reduction. The organizational
structure of Kudumbashreeis also designed in such a way
that local governments are its patrons. The interventions
of the mission in setting up micro enterprises are based on
the principle of maximizing the use of available local
resources.

Micro Housing/ Bhavanashree

Under this programme poor families ,who are in dire
need of constructing new houses are able to avail loans
from banks and the repayment of which is ensured by tri-
party agreement between the beneficiaries, the
Community Development Societies and the Financial
institutions/Banks.

The Destitute Identification, Rehabilitation and Monitoring
Programme/Ashraya

This programme , named as “Ashraya” in local
language ( meaning ‘depending’) aims at uplifting the
poorest of the poor from their destitution. Poorest of the
poor families which lack adequate food, drinking water,
shelter, educational facilities for children, sanitation
facilities, employment opportunities, land for shelter , and
worst sufferers of illness and chronic diseases are identified
and rehabilitated under various schemes . The programme
launched in 391 Village Panchayats and 6 Municipalities.

Lease Land Farming/Haritashree

Lease Land Farming Programme , named ‘
Harithashree’ in local language, lend helping hands to those
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cultivators who are having no land at all . So Kudumbashree
pools uncultivated lands on rent and provide the willing
cultivators for agricultural operations.

The S3 Programme

Kudumbashree addresses the multifaceted
deprivations of the poor families , which lack food, health
care, education, basic amenities such as shelter, drinking
water, safe latrines and employment. It is felt that poverty
reduction would foster economic development if it sustains
the secured gains. So, sustainability economic
development assumes greater importance in the process
of attacking poverty. So much so, Kudumbashree has
evolved a project to build a model in select panchayats on
the concept of comprehensive development . The projects
focuses on self sufficiency, self reliance and sustainability
(S3) of the village panchayats. The project envisages to
address the problems of Child Development, Geriatric care,
Mentally and Physically Challenged, Education, Adolescent
care, women Empowerment, Enterprise development,
Unemployment of the educated youth, Agriculture/Animal
husbandry/ Dairy development, Revamping the traditional
sectors Basic minimum Needs and Destitute Identification
and Rehabilitation.

Childrens’ Neighbourhoods/Balasabha

The children from poor families are organized to
develop their intellectual faculties by performing cultural
activities from time to time. Termed as Balasabhas in local
language it functions as a platform of the children to help
develop their overall capabilities that combines education,
entertainment and empowerment.

Solid Waste Management/Clean Kerala Business

Solid waste is considered as a serious menace for
all the urban and semi urban areas of Kerala Now
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Kudumbashree mission tries to tackle this problem by
setting up ‘Clean Kerala Business’ units in an organized
and planned manner entrusting to women entrepreneur
groups to segregate, collect and transport solid waste from
the households, commercial establishments , hotels ,
etc..75 Clean Kerala Business units are formed in the state
so far.

Special School for the disabled children /Buds

Special Schools, called ‘Buds’, are set up aiming at
providing for the developmental, social , and emotional
needs of the disabled children. These children are being
provided with the necessary medical attention, physical and
mental therapy, mobility equipments, hearing aids, and
vocational and educational training.

GRQ ( Goat-Rabbit-Quail) Project

The Goat-Rabbit-Quail Project is a unique micro
enterprises project for rearing the three species together
to earn a steady income to the family entrepreneurs. The
predominantly non-vegetarian population of Kerala
necessarily ensures the potential market for the product.
The GRQ project aims at utilizing the inherent advantage of
the homestead farming practiced by number of families.
Quail rearing as an activity can ensure a weekly cash flow
and that combined with the quarterly and half yearly cash
flow of rabbit and goat would ensure a source of steady
income to the family.

The Modes Operandi of the Community Based Organisation

The formation of the grass root level Community
Based Organisation (CBO) is the fulcrum of the
Kudumbashree mission. The grass root level poor women
are organized through Neighbourhood Groups(NHGs)
consisting of 20-40 women with 5 functional volunteers,
viz.,
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e Community Health Volunteer
¢ Income Generation Volunteer
Infrastructure Volunteer

e Secretary, and

President,

The Neighbourhood Groups (NHGs) are coordinated
at ward level through Area Development Society( ADS) by
federating 8 to 10 NHGs. To coordinate the activities at the
Panchayat level there is the apex body called Community
Development Society (CDS), which is heading the Area
Development Societies(ADSs)

The CBOs are the lifeblood of Kudumbashree. The
NHG members used to meet once in a week in one of the
member’s house. The members , who meet together ,
discuss their problems and make joint effort to find
solutions to their grievances with the support of the
functional volunteers. This would bring up an interpersonal
feelings among the members and would generate
supportive attitude to build confidence among them. Apart
from this, they practice small savings through thrift which
should be used to create productive assets . The ‘micro-
plans’ are prepared at the NHG meetings and the formulated
plans would be sent to ADS for scrutiny and finalization to
form the ‘miniplan’. After consolidating the ‘mini-plans’ by
judicious prioritization at the CDS meeting a ‘sub-plan ‘is
formed to become the anti-poverty programme of the Local
Self Government. The formulation of micro, mini and sub-
plans help facilitate the poor women households to
participate in planning process as a major stake holder. The
local self-governing body monitors the implementation of
the ‘plans’ and thereby proper linkage, coupled with
autonomy is ensured in the participatory system of
planning for poverty alleviation.

The State Poverty Eradication Mission of Kerala,
proved a revolutionary initiative that has changed the lives
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of thousands of poor people in the state through its various
progrmmes since its inception in 1998. The unique
experimentation is being implemented through the
Community Based Organisations (CBOs) of the poor aiming
at a multi pronged attack on poverty.

It is the Community Development Societies that
work for the removal of risk factors, which are the basic
causes as well as effect of poverty. With this end in view,
the NHGs are identifying the most critical needs of the
members. The micro plans or the NHG plans thus become
the basis of delivery of services and resources through the
CDS system. Each group is involved in the process of
identifying their needs and problems, and accordingly
preparing plans and implementing the programmes.

Special Innovative Programmes of Kudumbashree
1. AmruthamNutrimix

AmruthamNutrimix is an innovative Kudumbashree
programme that was launched in 2006. When the State
government, under instructions from the Supreme Court
of India, came up with the Take Home Ration Strategy
(THRS), a feeding programme for children in the zero to
three age group from below the poverty line (BPL) families
through Anganwadis, the mission approached the
government to procure orders for the supply of the food
supplement. As it was baby food, hygiene, quality and a
regular supply had to be ensured while maintaining the
calorific value directed by the Supreme Court.
Kudumbashree sought the help of the Central Plantations
Crop Research Institute (CPCRI) in Kasaragode, a research
organization, to prepare a recipe for the food supplement.

A tie-up with the Civil Supplies Corporation was made for
the continuous supply of wheat at a minimum rate. The
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present production capacity is around 1,442 tonnes of
Amrutham a month. The supply of Amrutham was the first
effort of the Kudumbashree mission to develop a common
brand name and production protocol in a micro
enterprise.SThe mission is now in the process of developing
new products having different favours to make them more
acceptable to children. Their calorific value and protein
content have been raised to a level which satisfies the
orders of the Supreme Court. Another intervention area is
the process of improving the packing standards of units as
well as creation of a new design in the packets that
competes with the open market.

IT Consortium

When the mission felt the need to set up computer
units for women, it provided opportunities to women
having a minimum educational qualification of Plus Two or
above with a computer diploma or certificate. The first such
unit, Technoworld Digital Technologies, was inaugurated
at Thiruvananthapuram on 15 September 1999. At present,
63 Kudumbashree computer data processing units and 5
hardware units functions in the 14 districts. They are run by
10-member women'’s groups and are in urban areas.

As it is one that offers employment to more than
1200 women Kudumbashree thought of setting an IT
consortium that possesses the capability to execute data
entry and other assignments to potential clients including
various government and non-government departments.
The consortium would have plan to execute the work and
to canvass orders from various sources. The consortium is
branded under the name “Unnathi” which is headquartered
in Thrissur. It has 63 of the 75 such units in the State as its
members.
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Santhwanam

Like Amrutham, Santhwanam has been another
major Kudumbashree intervention in the State. With
lifestyle diseases on to rise, a visit to hospitals and clinics
for periodical check ups has become common among the
poor as well as the elite. This prompted Kudumbashree to
think of an alternative and Santhwanam is its intervention
in the field of health and health care.

Santhwanam is a collaborative effort of
Kudumbashree& Health Action by People (HAP). Women
from Kudumbashree families having a plus-two education
or graduates in science are selected for enterprises. They
are given seven days of intensive training on technical
inputs and personality development by HAP, an NGO headed
by a group of committed doctors. The entrepreneurs are
trained in checking the height, body weight, body mass
index, body fat, blood pressure and blood glucose of people
they visit at home to check on their diseases. The
Santhwanam groups also take part in fairs and festivals,
where they get plenty of patients to carry out check ups on
and earn a good income. This is in addition to the regular
house visits they undertake for periodic check ups. The main
benefit of this scheme is that the periodic check ups give
individuals a warning about their state of health so that
they can go to a hospital in time for further treatment if
necessary.

Santhwanam is a micro enterprise under the 50K
scheme. The total project cost is Rs. 50,000, with a loan
component of Rs 40,000, a subsidy of Rs. 7,500 and a
beneficiary contribution of Rs. 2,500. The entrepreneurs are
equipped with two-wheelers and mobile phones so that
their patients can easily avail themselves of their service.
Almost all the districts have Santhwanam volunteers, with
the total now standing at 230 entrepreneurs
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4. Café Kudumbashree

Cooking is always considered a monopoly of women. The
Mission explored the potential of cooking as a means of
livelihood and encouraged Kudumbashree women to start
canteen and catering groups across the state. The
Kudumbashree canteen groups are mostly attached to
government & other department offices.

5. Kudumbashree Travels

Safe journey to women and children especially at
odd timings made the Mission to think of an innovative
enterprise- the Kudumbashree Travels. The women taxi
service piloted in Thiruvananthapuram was expanded to
almost all the districts. Call centre, GPS monitoring system,
web enabled services are the key features with a
professional taxi service associated with Kudumbashree
travels. Specifc design & colour combination having
Kudumbashree logo makes the vehicle easily tracked and
known. The project is implemented in the urban areas
though women from rural areas too can become part of the
service.

6. Kudumbashree wellness centers

Kudumbashree wellness centers came as an
aftermath of Santwanam programme. Women who are
reluctant and are not having facility to exercise or to find
time for their health care are encouraged to visit wellness
centres run by Kudumbashree women. Modern
equipments, classes on health habits, cookery classes are
conducted as part of these centres. The project is
implemented in urban areas and at present three centres
are functioning.
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7. Kudumbashree Women Construction Teams

The concept is developed and designed with the
support of HUDCO. Women having civil engineering
background are trained as consultants, diploma/ITl holders
in civil engineering are provided site supervision training
& unskilled/ semi-skilled women labourers (masons) are
given skill up gradation training in construction techniques.
The training module is developed by Laurie Baker Center
for Habitat Studies and training is provided by KITCO. The
objective is to upgrade, diversify and certify the skills of
labourer in new technologies and emerging standards in
the construction industry.

8. Training groups

Training in personality development, motivation
and other related areas are essential for all Kudumbashree
entrepreneurs. Regular such sessions become vital for the
Kudumbashree network as well. Therefore the mission
thought of forming its own training group so that office
bearers in its three-tier system as well as entrepreneurs
could undertake training assignments. In addition the
mission helped the team in module development, training
tool development etc. These capacitation workshops and
business counselling workshops strengthened the EKSAT
groups to take care of any training within and outside the
system. Three groups exist in the State, one each at
Kozhikode, Kochi and Alapuzha. Afterwards, based on the
requirement training groups are positioned in all districts.
The training groups acts as supporting teams to the Mission
in providing training to the Kudumbashree CBOs on conduct
of elections, CDS byelaws, workshops etc

9. KAASS

The Kudumbashree Accounts and Audit Service
Society is an audit team drawn from unemployed commerce
graduates among NHG families. As the name suggests, the
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team was formed with the aim of auditing CDS, ADS and
NHG accounts. The accounts of enterprises are also verified
by the team. Training on book keeping is provided by KAASS
units. A 300strong account support team is with the mission
now. The KAASS has played a significant role in
Kudumbashree’s auditing campaign.

10. Micro Enterprise Consultants

The mission identified and placed Micro Enterprise
Consultants (MEC) in each Gram Panchayat. These were men
and women identified by the CDS from among
Kudumbashree families who were provided training by the
Mission. The training support was provided by the
Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII).
Over the years, MECs have been provided a wide range of
capacity building inputs by the Mission.

In order to make the training more effective, each
MEC was given charge of 6 existing ME units and they were
entrusted to visit these ME units at least once every month
and make efforts to improve functioning of the ME units.
As a result each district mission facilitated the MECs for
providing the necessary support to the MEs and a file is
created against each MECs and the activity is documented
in the District Mission.

In order to facilitate institutionalization of the MEC
mechanism, Kudumbashree Mission has recently issued
guidelines for setting up MEC Groups as self-supporting
enterprises. Accordingly, groups of MECs have come
together to set up support enterprises. 33 MEC Groups have
been established in 14 districts with membership of 300
MECs. This is only one side of the looking glass. On the other
side, one can see a lot more activities that pertain to setting
up micro enterprises, capacity building and support. Each
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and every aspect of the mission is correlated and part of a
continuous process. Trials and errors help it make corrections
and modifications on the way to accomplishing dreams.
There are more than 100 range of activities under the
Kudumbashree banner with more than 32000 active MEs.
These enterprises are formed based on the skill & aptitude
of entrepreneurs and the Mission is only providing the
desired handholding support to the entrepreneurs.

1.6. Conclusion

Kudumbashree became the helping hand to many
of the poor women in the state of Kerala. It assumed the
status of helpline to many. It is a massive anti
povertyprogramme of the Government of Kerala aiming at
eradicating poverty and salvage the destitute from the
wretches of extreme deprivation. The formation of 1,65,840
NHGs of the women from 33, 45, 509 risk families , covering
urban, rural and tribal areas of the state helps develop 2,
42, 489 poor women into vibrant micro entrepreneurs.
Resultantly, the poor women of the state have become
active participants in the planning and implementation
process of various antipoverty programmes. By participating
in various income generating —cumdevelopmental activities
, the morale and confidence of women are boosted up.
Capacity of the poor women of the state in several areas
has gone up significantly, status of women in families and
community has alsoenhanced. Kudumbashree has gained
national and international acclaim as an ideal and workable
model of participatory development for wiping out poverty.
Women who were regarded as voiceless and powerless
started identifying their inner power, their strength,
opportunities for growth , and their role in reshaping their
own destiny. The process of empowerment becomes the
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beacon light to their children, their families and to the
society at large.

References

Anand , Jaya S,(1999), “ Self-Help Groups in
Empowering Women: A Study of selected SHGs and NHGs
in Kerala”, KKRPLLD, Centre for Development Studies,
Trivandrum, Kerala, India.

Chavan, Pallavi and R.Ram Kumar, (2002), “
Microcredit and Rural Poverty- An  Analysis of Emperical
Evidence”, Economic and Political Weekly, March 9,
No.10.

Government of Kerala,(1999-2000), , Kudumbashree
Project: State Poverty Eradication Mission, Annual Report
1999-2000, Local Self Government Department,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India.

Kochurani, Joseph, Women Empowerment a
Conceptual Analysis (Vimala Books and Publications,
Kanjirappally, 2005).

Ruby, J A ,Microfinance and women empowerment:
a study of Kudumbasree Project in Kerala, doctoral diss.,
MG university, Kottayam,

Anand , Jaya S, Self-Help Groups in Empowering
Women: A Study of selected SHGs and NHGs in Kerala,
KKRPLLD, Centre for Development Studies, Trivandrum,
Kerala, India,1999.

V P Raghavan, Micro-credit and Empowerment: a
study of Kudumbashree Projects in Kerala, India, Journal of
Rural Development, Vol. 28,

Minimol M. C and Makesh K. G, Empowering rural
women in Kerala: A study on the role of Self Help Groups
(SHGs) International Journal of Sociology and Anthropology
Vol. 4(9), November, 2012, 270-280,

http://www.kudumbashree.org

218 GOVTARTS & SCIENCE COLLEGE-RESEARCH JOURNAL



VOL.9 ISSUE 2 JANUARY 2019 CONTEMPORARY MINDS

aflimaqil2iswaw mimwgo
allcemam leaqd
(MopIBaABREJo

SjuK .D

Abstract

ales®mam 00 &0) MIVIHWINS @RYANClH
MoLIGUOMIOF 2Nl @®1Hoemaden) aflamoaila¥isow
@, D TVoPLIGAHANLINOMIBS MVMBIVIW MM, aflam
el HallmWes @lalyoemo. alamoailaiswel, wEId:)
e1woem aVI®. EAMVAlWEMICRINS AS6EBIR @RY(WA0]
B9 NIO®)o BRGIOM @S)HNMM 2eQ0) MVI®®)o
Ly aiS1eN)aN BRYINBEB:TVoLIGaHO DD B0QUOMITI OS
MIBo &»06eMoo. ©I2OMIajo R1ANBHOMW OBHIG]BP)aM,
(ademM PN AVIm®)o AIM®OBAN VIR0 BT L6
Q@ ag)aM ailelee)m @REINIMIVWOW MVIMW)o MSEMYAN
20MaVIBBEIMBIV)ELAEM 2llaMIilatisWIV aVIo.

Keywords

@RAIMIBEMI6Mo, GeNIOWo, AllRemAM ~, (aleMW
Gal®M, @REIDOMo

Introduction

BBOOMIWIOM  ‘TVI®OHRHOAIY 0aIMWHS M)0J0
QI0BaHlHo @RYEELIDUIBONAIS)IM).  alll (alH000D]e)S:
alerwlo)om elm)o aladvomomlm)o AlGW @AW

slnoni-gswo miowie Nissoem 1618 MUceld-26ERs0 219

SHUK.D



CONTEMPORARY MINDS VOL.9 ISSUE 2 JANUARY 2019

21000/l @0@ VI @RaIN]B2ReMOMING 2y
QUOVMOAUSIHU3 BESHO MOMNOAUSH)AN B0) BHOQULRO6).
MIOWOS @RANETVoLIGHHIO06Mo OAEMIS)BSB
(al6M©@AOo ERERIEIAOMAIA06M. D BIMBIAILHOMIEBBUD
CMABHP)EMBHAIO)®IN@IG @At 300200 a2 ilamo
Qilatiso® MIMOHV QI0W162JS)EN0QAD@O6M).
allesmam 2@ avlm
80) mlviwalelpwoanlmyo
QI0}EROBOIBUDAIMGAIINE! Galdo
Qilo)am) AM)aUEM@IGMO;
@101 GRIDG0a0MVIRIBEMNER  (12)ag)a]EBBHM
@oem MIOWOS 2l BRYOoElen)M®. quiRlallo
owleoel @RMIURIC@IEBBESE:]IW @PRM)BAITVIGHIAIEM D).
®A006Mlag0 OHI®afls AIMaIaVo AV 01CHe 6NE]
QIOYM). aldMIMIOHM GAISWISOM B30)63B1WAIUE OIHH
O3 MOWIBH)IM). HOABIO)AN BA@YIVAINAS MVIWY
20©@ MIAHOEMIGE @OHIN @RAlAOIATVIOWOANAN). GRUTI
(a1GQIUDo @RERAINUNRUIWIONS MV AUVBE)El0 GRW] ®10)
an). MEEBOM @RI 1HUI® MVoRAUNDIH:SIHS TVAIA00D
206m MlmW)es R1ailmo. BJAUIMOTIM) G20S] @Sl VeI
&0RIEBSJ0 W)BCMMOW B)BANWIVIGE ©)0)0m @RAV)6
BHORIEBBI0 3)SIHN) P60 B)MHOLI0. B0) BUdWIo Muilo
@eelmoem R1ailmo MI®e® aldlaflaj®. MV)eIOOD 20
WEHIOMOMAD  B)BIOHILIDOD A(@RAL] D QAIGIHUD
BlG:HL0 OAUSHIAMND® BICOI BUdVIo QAUMGCAIINEl Galdo
)M @M} CHAILIDAMNAL] @YUM & ETailde)an®).
V)LD (3):6106)B6NE 2 ld>000AUSHIOAELIC3  @1dlajo
MLOWYMOBHeMo.  MIEIAleN88 BU0WNS - GRM TVIEIA0AI
93, 330120010 3-GRMLAlIOM®IEM) Mafles av)ailailenaM®.
@RYGRIGIW GAIMO3 Galom)Sad
29Vl B)AIWILINMNZ)GMIN)GA
£alo¥lW)o @O)Al(@ROBGA
QIFlealejaIn0daM) ahOoiS)o
GAIM@3 GaldWO® 2¢, Wwlwloe™IM alloe s
QITVADO af)MD  CGRIDHO@Io alOfoim) GaldaHOEl ail

220 GOVTARTS & SCIENCE COLLEGE-RESEARCH JOURNAL



VOL.9 ISSUE 2 JANUARY 2019 CONTEMPORARY MINDS

0S. GAMTI-ERYGRIGIW GaIMEeM. caMellm ailoas
DEW)ENE. GAIMAINEM) @RPERIGIVWOMBICE B9 GRERIHR])
mo®olalen)aceld. meipaldgloyan wlwloo, alailel
WM AITVADo )N EBBOM HOLIEBOS G@RAIW)OS
LIROAITVAINGU AU B EBIHSWIEN Bl ERAIlaHE:Gaflg)
880). ZO)oldHB2|H0B8a|FlO8S8 2laOHWB VIOW)eS o
M 1GRISS HVWOIM)88 AUSIH:B06M. D M) ald@2]dHUd
M1oWes R1NOOIOG @OAD ald:GajS06M). @Gl
&Y GAMEAINM QAUBOMAIME:0LI0. M QIGVMEM APWI
6Mm. MO)al(@63BUB HBISIEIM WVOMB:0LI0, GRMOV® &=’lail
®ODIHY @OLINO06EBUS HBHISIEND  HOLINMIE @13
WOV al)BHENENE AUTLADA0EM @IQIl. 2P ANONBHB)OS
©0L10.QITNVANO alEOVMOTICAZW)0. MVY¥SIHN) M)MIBS
S0LINEMI®. AUCOMEDT HAUOMWIOS MIB)H>UD. AEH1OT
26:806M VIO af)» GRE1GAlWIOS TVLOGU M NS, AWV
ARt HOLIWOH)MAIBEM RGO D03, GRMIEM (alds)y
®lwes Mlono. alGiH BAMIalGlMIAMWOW MVlm ail
@OW1O @YMMBEBSI@MIM) (BatiSWIM. ag)@slelo @]
#9001 DMIW)o a)BENOLIBBUT BHICHIBIHNIAMIENS ag)am)
@O WM V1D HOY@AND. D VAV TVIOW)OS
DS GMOUY M)SIHNMHING BRMITVAOINAAOTIHAG MV)al
MOV MID@OIN HOY@IMMENE. ENIOWORSG, eni)EU]
)OS MV@EMOBIM @R OO D). BRIV
HOAMWHS @OM]2J0a)BQYHA0W (ald00dMo. BAMIMVA0
2o OBIMIENM(aleMIIMIO® GnIDWAM =~ 9SeMm
OMOHAN MSWBHEWI @0} BHEWI §21QIAND &HI6MIo.
@E@OEM * al)$)Galoeel ®)Slao@ATIEMO al9}E® MEald
91eaMISOm) MU af)M ®)SleNaM cmoglom ailcuo
Hlaflenym®. mleeladalsl §enIm@d Galdeel DmIw)o
¢ROWAIOMM) ©218I0)® af)d» ENIDWAM ~ (aleMVIWlo®
830822ila{lenyam). AV} INBG0BUWIEM Rlallmovileel 6):
Q16EBUWEN)0 MU UWBHH)0 BHOVEMOAAN U EIalo
@RuooM allallw Gllme&SIT3 @RAUABGT]HN)INI6NE.
MVIVED al®IEINREBBBI0
lafl@EoQIEBUE @)elnmIsodeslelo

slmonil-gswow miiowie Nissoem 1618 Muceld-26mErsi0 221

SHUK.D



CONTEMPORARY MINDS VOL.9 ISSUE 2 JANUARY 2019

@Rl 2l @enanlsoe oW

(00AIMOMITS (I UONIBHAIMN Gald@I.

SHIMDO(® il UBOmSO

(UMAVBN0 alS] Ao B]RN0

(aleM@o ®ERINaIIHNISI®W-

anemeilajomi @&emes MIBOY (19 , 20)

©02M GMAMNBB (allWOIN6EBBUD oeagoazsroﬂg%.
@PA! BDEaJoud gjm»@ﬂeﬂe)%qﬁ @0(@o. (al@WImN]e:u3 oLl
el , @AW oIBlVMIHNITMDIMIGE EHUBHNIO®
GaldQN&HWINMM MVI® al0W)EMIIWE oB® mlalanano
2{lONCRIE &HSaN) SHC] QIEOQNIM @ERAITLAWILINNM
BAMY (1M VAaHVMIW (AfllEIAUBBUE af)M®SHAN AM

lelnsassmo.

UM QGO0 GaldLlo @RAVAN}AIW)aN)
@) (AleMQBHILIOD). (alMOODIDM DTBLHILIAUTVLOHW
@) aflaflonom @oemeilajomie:emess MIBWILIM) ag)am
al32oem MVI®/&Hall  HOMOMIV@ af)M® (aloWomy
23a0le9)aM). (aleMWo DOEEBYGHWIEM 2Bla|®ELaf)Eaoud
GAIEMORB;IEI0 VEAMOINNAN @RAITLAWILINEM MVI®W)OS
(aleM®o. @Y (alEMOAIEM MS@EMISIOM ®)Slaflal)
O3HoME MAaHIBWEMOCOMES DEMAIND. @REGATVAWO
@) (AlEM®o @RAIBHSEOAAIOEMAN V) 2IM @6 Eilalomi
a)aD (AlGOINOEILeNE.

D(MBERIBELOM)E6BBB0W aflal BoIEBeSSIem)
GaldH@OGS ((aleMWREIH® GRG AHQAMIAOMOET)) @6J
2OMAVO (A10EHUB HAISIATD )56 l003 BRMIVAOW] ag)am
1o @olool@ymMIMmE. @M H1SloWISlemE)S @RI
Olee)aMN). BIEMIIMNAIBHE BW BGMIAMAN &)S. BR) BWM]
©OQIMUO MO0EMORBIBI (a0l @GOG AUCOENB@OENBAT
Qijonyo. WBVILNANGEWI &S AllS)EEWI 210 (all
goal@BW ®olO®HOVOM] TVRIAM0 A AN EMINS,
OMEN @AM BOMIVAOIW] G@OMN)AN DD @RAIMLA VY6
®020W BAVICRIBS alClAdomIEnio agam qVl® MW
20@)0 (al®leHlanan)ens.

222 GOVTARTS & SCIENCE COLLEGE-RESEARCH JOURNAL



VOL.9 ISSUE 2 JANUARY 2019 CONTEMPORARY MINDS
(aleM@Aaljo @REIRIMAl0

aflmoailatis@o® mlmleal allmens 2ME3 Do)
AlOO®OM  AUPOVBB GQRIMHEIBUZ M@HHYAN V)2 I3
Q8OO Malatis@oem. MIMWOS aM ~ GNIDWMIVO®
EMEBBUHE @PAOMBS AM ~ OODOHM B00HHIH6)(N). 0O
WIGelss DSEERIMI88 MVOWIM U3 @OWIaM). EOAM &
gloom Rlalloomlon wmi® @16lafol@an). «f)amoo3
@Y @Y WaOE@BOG @REIAOMBHU®ERQ mieslailelss)mm).
(aI6MO(AIQU0AO@DIN (A IZ261OE06NZ)8S 2 l0WosI®. WY
el 90al®TGalINLl Galdd 0)O@ oM GRE]
20MENIOWODOG ailelss). 2§NIEHUBESHE @oAIROMUDRIY0
alladlenomoal ag)m @G MIMH© 23cMIOWla o)
Y. (aleMOOMIM 2)G&SIG3 RIMOOD (1D ]aHOlEHIMBS
(vomo.

af)MO@3 VIO VIeL! (alemIIM] @GREIROM U o
)M @S  QABOBIM) af)Blajo AIPEBYANAUBAEL 2]
©210® AEMILEMN G0 GHS DSHOS 1G] 01600 @M
®0alal@MM 02603 B):MUOIGIVIGE 6 NaNWOIaNE: I
@PAIUS. D AUGIHU3 AUOVWMENIVHAF TVATNEUDAH(UORL @RYQI
W00aS)aMYNE.  AEIRIBIWOS H00I50 GMWVMOOOWE,
@O OMOINVIEM  HAUSIAUIBH) HOVN AV B8 MEl
GENIOW Y @)ENMBOAUMo. MVIMWOS BRG8E 1™ R1allmomlm
80) TVMIOAVIWINS HOQILAVOBHY A6 @RD®. 0]
BOTHNS] COATVAIVATMIM GRAITVOO  30)633)EWIE.
mailos VI GR@MIWAMRAIV  @RYANG@1B:AVoLIGHUDDTIN)
smowoanm)ens Mlmes ossleal oaE Allo)ERLTVOD
&0 oodlenss avegidato. 20MNIWO® MVI® B0l
WO MIMOW EMEIS)AN). (AU 2I05WIG3, @RYORAIBL WO
@pyeilom aole:sam R1ailmo VOOV AIMIMIVWOW
NWI®  (aleMOVI®e© 830322la le9)am). @RalNdMUdLyo
20(@®G2 M SFlVIMSS). OIAM GaldHla] CUSWVIG
@9ellad G000 H)0HHIMB DWIBEHABILNC AICEMEAIT @YU
afloyam) VI®. @M (80T AIEICI @GS DG |0Ud @PAIU3
@RUOIMSIEH)IM). 1}EM aljatialalds] M) G@R) B05)d») 068131

slnoni-gswow miowie Nissoem 1618 MUceld-26ERe0 223

SHUK.D



CONTEMPORARY MINDS VOL.9 ISSUE 2 JANUARY 2019

GOl o) DWOBOHOM OECFUWla] TVI® alOWIEMIOU3
050688 af)MalBo 0IAM)o CWIEHNMN). MVIOW)OS
210ll®00020 ®a))Sa0 2QO0)RALICEI. CIDEMINSIa|N)BG
aelo AllM®IBAM LYRIRIHEMANIo BRD) OBHI]H6 D)
O@®MM206M @PEIZ0MIWI® MVI® @Gl ClW)M®).
mdleeeaito MRGILSIOLIM (aldHi@] VYOO
®)5)adlSla] )010)5103 MO0E:E8W)0 MIMW)ail@d Bilals
G800 (I 1B:HH6)5HW6M (alemIMIo® aVl®. B80) Mluni
alaleoarIm)o AIO}ERIEOIBUD AUMEAIINRIGAI00 ag)dM
al®©@ MIRIaI0SIed MEOANWIEMAIUY. @RYAI0 V)eIaNo , M
velo B3lalQlo ag)aM GaldHRIWIEM af)dm) @PAIUE G@RUIMVI
B9)HWV)o HalPAN). @RE® VAo d2aMIePOD 2lailmo
D0)5006MaN @001 G18H0M @QI06M @REIROMIWVWOIW
MI®M®)o. alGHH MEAMO0 alBlUoleINOTIENHS @R DO)
slomealoeno HaeLl HAISl2|R0B] BOQIHAINIEM @RAIBIOS
aldHo. (aleMAIMIWOS aldto ‘DMaledB) MeMo QIO)
Moo AllM af)GAMIRED QYN0 BWHS}0’ af)MNDIEM.

M lmafleel (alemITIH® GRIDEH:IHM]E:8)0 DI
2 AN &B0HHNE  AUUH|SYODIM (VOB HH@IEM @M
0o® NWI®. (alMVIMIOV (aI®]1CEIW]HHIMB @M
&Yool OOl Ode:WI3H00@ QIOYGAUOUE &00Y
@BO8 BRMINOAUBITIBMWHS MEIOMIGEIBS al0lafjhS)
MMENE @RAIAR. MOMo, @RAINIMo, NaNIRMIM] MSEBElw
alB63BUD3 (aleMOE31H03 (al®lalauom Mloaw] Wloe)
an). G2 )jGaldIE3 AUMVIGHHNE] AUGlH: BRYOIOS )OS
©WOEM  af)M@MIEM GRAUUW DANWIBN)AN GaldBio. aldal)
21000 @IVW®}0 alBlUo121lEeMM A REMIGIBUBOENIe|E20
BLalCeMIBMNBHUB GHG NAEIMIWIV BIOYOW DGaldH]
BHOM ASIHIEMIHHOOD PODOMI|CRO @RYAIEMo @SBAN)
88 @00 R1al®eamm AVIOTH WOOMW)MS.  ©OAM]
GRIBE G2l100M @RYWNaslEe)IN (aleMIIMINOMOW GRSHS
WIBOMOMBS @REIROM GNIOWOI1HZ (UOD6EBBBOEM al)®
moolailaduromale ©IAMIBMAaNo @QJo. EIAM)o aljOLRM
6Bglo allIdlendIaNMAIeL] af)dh dVIVo EENIDWIea]

224 GOVTARTS & SCIENCE COLLEGE-RESEARCH JOURNAL



VOL.9 ISSUE 2 JANUARY 2019 CONTEMPORARY MINDS

SJOm]  (aleM@am oM  H1PSHHOMBS @Ra006NI)RU]
WOS MSHAISLINEM HAUlOW)OS TVloadBINAN0. (alelD
VOO (Al26) EMOIS)IM B0Pal

@R®1ROMIMIWHNS @)MIBN1201WI® am  ©

2 WEWIaHIal)OMIH06Mo, aljeMI] ailaduomo,
©020iladuomMo  af)aNIEBBHM PGB0 @RINAIW QIG]H:
glod 37 8080 GWIMEBSIT MO} HlISeeIM BOMIMI
@O NI®OWES allHHUd QlltdBaI0oMo @RYAINDIOA|S)AM)
M. RSROMIOG OHSONNBHN)HUB @YW MIBEWOHAINO
eQIS1ENm BREWIWIVIGLISH Galdd)EGMUIUE DENBIBIMIS
WBB MaHSEBSICRISHEM R0MWIM] AVTMWOS QIOEH) BB
(MM MIDHV MBBH)IN®. @B AUMLIVE! ag)aNG]
61010 G |OUd @PO® QOO ®MIGY (aflwo tﬁaOGTTﬂ:HOJG)@%OO
@RIVIWILNBNBIWV] a)aN26M MOMIMIWES aldHo (96-97).
alDOIHOB )0l )88 VIS WloleHemo CHU3HN)
GMUOUB al)@MIAIHHUd MM V1MW @RAlaOMS]la|aI00
©@10)aM) af)aM) EMIMM)o . V1D (alTVQfl2fodd BRABHHIEM
MatiSo? EAM al(@M MEPH® AIMIE3 ©OLYERO00 LIE]
B9)» 00RO MUEANIBOAYMMIBHE), BRMIVD® MVIMWOS
G030 lal)(@@OGL5IWIGBlE6)0. @REEBOMOVWBIG3 AV
WS 0B8R0 @RAISIVIGIEN)E: TVEANIBOEBBHB @RYAIEM
26elo. cm(mcsmoemmoe)m(agjoelgo (@] aleHOm N30
@oeno GAINEIR! (alMWaIRAIdVIV MV @IBlod:a|ls]
B9EMO af)MM@6M @PREIROMIWOW MVIMWAS Lld:HYo. (UM
210y@I@3 @RYORAINBIEMS] VVOINAMIVHVIVW TVIMWOS
al®Mo alBlMOald02066mMaM QAlABUdd:3@ Al0W)MND® GRM)
OHMOENBIEM. DD MaUSEBOBEI00 oBQAUIEEIWILN0 PR
MAlWEDITE )M af)MND@ CHHDEBORIOEMAT) (alsim
AV &:0)IMOAUEIG3, @GROIMSs8 20MIM] MM WeHS
20)a1Sl@o6em ©o2alladudMo. G30a0BRBMM alMMIOW &:05]
£1)CalhH]HH0M ASIBHOTMAU, By lGEMIBDMIBUBHS §alail
GO E)MMAIM, TVIAIGlHHISMDTBIOMB, HHIOaloLlBalg
MW MOV HEOO 02130 MO AM- MM qLIRJQI
(N)EMEBBEBIS) 3)SIW 26M arlenz)o MLrleGlenymMleel

slonil-gswom miiowie Nissoem 1608 MUceld-2Br830 225

SHUK.D



CONTEMPORARY MINDS VOL.9 ISSUE 2 JANUARY 2019
@O 0020lddMADING HOGEIEM.

2 NOYHOHOWIT EIAMY0 2 RORMDEN)0 af)@3OO MV
WA AiladuoMEBBUd MVIMWHS (aIEMWE2IO MO
Bl N0H6] @PREIROMEMNIOWo DANWIENAN @S WA
BS06M. MDIGNIOWANIM  BHFlWOTManelo ailel B)M&:0el
@OMBAIBBRINS BOG2NO|S)OMELINNS CMSIOWS)HHIM)
880020 3aHlal®MIRO0}OHRICMBS AUOMVo @O  ailo
AMW)o  LEMOIMIVIo BRYBSIOHWAN) alOWIAN MV IMOW
BOMIH TVIAIEBBIONS ModSo NIDWIEHHENBOME]. ISR
EMEMIS @0a lOHO)EMINUE alOWIAN H)BIBNODITDEAT)
oM EDGa0P)o @Y AMo BIS}AMH@AN AVOMO.  af)aNIG3
2162100 M lom QIo)GIVITE  @RYEN)H af)aD Bld:H
GOMIeS VI ag)m @REIRIMI- MVIMWHS MOHAN ADHEIC3
@P@N20MWIMI- HAMW)AN CoWEBBU3 @RIl

(adema@avaowl

mlmaileel (alemailml, @rEladmlvIIvImWHs
QI02I0RINOW  HOAUBIGBHENILIT ADODNMTS @SlalemIw) s
e} @RAIWB ©O2OM MNPV IHElHHIM AUSIE®S)aMN). QM
QUOMVEILIDO  (aleMOMIAaHUEBBOS BO3HDMS)HH)aN).
@@ allcowo M)elo CIDMOET aBHO CHUTIBNAND af)an
caQIN®]eaS)M).  8S)0ile8 aBe®o0) ®(Ql~leM®
O@leno af)MEaldnrl MEMUTHe) GAIME]l af)Lld alfles)o
IO aBOQS)HN)MM). EP®IMIBIo0 BRHO@IMITE @O
RNalloomlcelss Ml 00008 @16lee: QGO af)am ®10)
20M1e9)aMN). Mol M(@1e:8)0S HOAUWAIAMIM MIB0
0200 @60} R10OO®IG MM BAITVowo CAIOENEAT
80) MIOW1H06Mo BEENSAMYAM).

D@ HAlOWOs MIBQJa0MALISA06M. (aldy @]
Wleal MLl 210021068B680S)0 BOBCOMOBOD B0) WI(®
alO@3. BEEMIMOo AEPIGRIN: @SBl TUIo AEOW]
®10)eMI0u8 VB M)0-002M DUBRAPS TVAYD)o ®E
@00 ®Io}eaam &O)®)IM) aVlom.

M@0 ODIG8 aleian®) M)ailaleveals ailloyey
BIBEBEPS ®AsH0 MMIWlo ®loyalal aneinlslwes

226 GOVTARTS & SCIENCE COLLEGE-RESEARCH JOURNAL



VOL.9 ISSUE 2 JANUARY 2019 CONTEMPORARY MINDS

Q09 BHUBB AUPEE] @O TVICHMOMITY BaldCWSEHNI0.
alGAHH DSM MO(Mo. AMAI GalMMW)o QULEBBISI af)a»
@PEILOMIVWI® AVI® @RAITVIM ®TO)RAOMo (alerydaila)
GUoaHo GENIOWOa0T®WOARMM). D ENIdWEHH SO
MLOOUNM Y0 Ag)ADOEII?

@REIAOMIVIW MVIDE6 QAUILEBBIOD @OHG (ale
VOO @M Alo®m ANlRIGIHN)AN B0IOS HHOAILOA
MOMOMIEN0 &26Mdo. MVIMWIHS RIAUD YOV UNEDED
QUBMMHUB @Y (alMOODBIOM AlSlajdUd @HUBa{losyam)
ons.

@RM)UDWEHIANITVYMIV  HIANOMEHENZICI

@paVleIlerlcedo HAISIEmIG3

af)am QIGIS:U8 @RAITLIM VVIOVAN0 PIAGMISIBS
(aleM@OMIMOX] 20dloala] MVI®OHQ®EN) QI 2{IS)aAN®.
aloURIOAMII0NIAOW 002603  2)eI2dem AVIOW)eS
@RAITVIMOOD B0 al.

Conclusion

@RE120MWIWOI® Ml®®el, (alemOIMIIL MVio®
@M B0QI30QITVOMo R1AUM HAISIVIIN@. BRYD AT B>
200 allRVlen)m® mvlodleel (alemalmlooem). @oaIud
©026Moqjo Rallan)mleelssl@dcatoeno! MSIMIV)o
erlelo)o PSHHMBB @YUIOF (Al IMIV]H206LI00
(aleMOOBIMOW] (a106M 3 HAISIEIMAIE0EMELI0. TV W)Yo
@R ISl ®)SOIAM) af)MA0(@o. |

Bibliography

1 ®)B00MOVU00M8, 1998: @RYUIOHMF alBydh) @& ud, Wil
NSV, GBHIGWo

2 afl.od 6NIORIG M, 2018: HOAIYMHEI &B)AOOMIUOM]
enes, al.avl enpe:ad, ee05Wo

3 aL2flB0MMBad, 2011 DRIVWIBHANMOAIOMEEBUY, MO €2l
MNNBHTY, CHIFICHNIS

4 TV))208 @RYICH60S, 2013: @YUIHM MVI®IB001Y0, eilail

aleRlEHeUMBAY, EHIFIEH60S

almonlgsow Milm@ze NicsOeM 16118 MuoreidBRE30 227

SUUK.D



CONTEMPORARY MINDS VOL.9 ISSUE 2 JANUARY 2019

Respect and Acceptence:
LGBTQ Community in Kerala

SaleejaAP

Abstract

Social and political values will always try to dominate the
norms of any society. Though Kerala is one of the most
powerfully politicized society in India ,they only deal with religious
values not with human values. In Kerala, people belonging to the
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBTQ) community have
so far been invisible.

Keywords
Transgender, LGBTQ, Crimes,Stigma, Exclusion
Introduction

As per the UN’s first report (2011) on LGBTQ, homophobic
and trans-phobic violence was recorded in every region of the
world. Violence against this transgenders toned differently in
comparison to other bias-motivated crimes. Violent incidents
against them often show a high degreeof cruelty and brutality,
namely, beatings, torture, mutilation, castration, and other types
of sexual assaults. These assaults were often due to Sexual
Orientation or Gender Identity (SOGI).

In India, Lesbian, Gay,Bisexual and Transgender people
face legal and other social difficulties which were not experienced
by Non-LGBTQs. Now, Transgender people have secured limited
legal rights in India via, Supreme Court, which is the Apex Court of
the nation. SC has decriminalized homosexuality, which is the
biggest win for LGBTQs.
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In Kerala, what are the types of rules present to protect
them from police action? Policeman themselves are molesting
them, who are supposed to be the protectors. And, this is happening
in the same Kerala, where queer parades and rallies are happening
on yearly basis.Of course, this had played a vital role in changing
the mindset of Kerala Society.In this, God’s own country, Is
homosexuality will always be going to be a cardinal sin. If we
search, gay +Malayalam on google.com, we will be directed to
Wikipedia entry called “kundan” (faggot), with a creepy picture of
an elderly man trying to molest an adolescent.

Kautilya in his Arthshastrastated that “Kings should not
participate in orthogamy”. But today’s politics and Police — offers
great promises to the transgenders, but their ‘persecution’ is still
going on. Society and religion both, considered the subject of
homosexuality as a taboo, and therefore, the Transgenders have
roamedeverywhere in large numbers. People look at them with
hatred.They also have to face exclusion and expulsion.Earlier, there
were very few discussions on LGBTQ rights, whereas, nowadays,
there are different forums to discuss them, and therefore, there are
very little but, definitely changes are happening.

In fact, there was this misunderstanding about them that,
they are those who behave like women or they wear dresses
likewomen, or they can be considered as gay.But those people who
say “we are dads and moms, brothers and sisters, sons and
daughters and we are your co-workers and your neighbours, their
visibility is increasing, and they still face discrimination.” They
categorically say that you people will not recognize us at all,
because we can be your friends or relatives.But, then when we
came to know that they are LGBTQ we try to segregate them.

Mirchandani says — “people should be accepted the same
way as they are... As a social bias, these gender minorities have
much to endure”. But, we hesitate to do so by saying that they are
not normal.

Famous Third gender activists Sheetal Shyam said once,
“If we are considered as what we are, a little bit of a man and a
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little bit of a woman. Then how could be we become a third gender?
We should be considered as the first gender only...That is justice”
really a thought-provoking statement.LGBTQ rallies attract a large
number of people. According to Sarath Cheloor, Executive Director,
Sahayatrika, an organization that has been fighting for lesbian,
bisexual and transgender rights for the past 12 years, “LGBT
members from all parts of the state came and took part in the
rally.”

Most of the participants did not use a mask. The parade
also earned the support of well-known personalities from the
different walks of life and representatives of a large number of
organizations. The State is quite hostile to the LGBTQ community
which according to Civic Chandran, writer and activist “is the
result of the Victorian sense of morality that treats sex as sin”.
Chandran, who has been supporting the movement, said that the
Kochi rally might be a turning point in the fight for LGBTQ rights.
Not only did the number of participants double but several people
from outside the LGBT community came to support them. It is to
address the problems of LGBTQ community that an organization
called Queer Pride Keralam was formed in the year 2010, and
since then they are holding a rally every year. “It is the first time
that we are organizing it in Kochi,” said Cheloor.

Weriter and activist Sara Joseph said thatsociety should
try to see the problems faced by those who are trying to address
the question of sexuality. “They might be a minority but they exist.
And their problems are real. The legal system should see their
problems more sympathetically”, she added.

Cheloor said Queer Pride Keralam was launched as a
political organization to support the LGBTQ community. The only
option before the LGBTQ community is to strengthen their movement
and emerge as a political force. This will help the community
members to establish their right and win more freedom in their
own states, he said.

In Kerala, it is difficult for the transgender community to
get a house on rent. Their education stops halfway through. An ID
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card or ration card is out of the question. To earn a living, some
members of the transgender community are forced to become sex
workers.

The story of Lilly (name changed), a transgender and a sex worker,
is a case in point. The agency that tried to rehabilitate her found
out that she was good at sewing. Today, she runs her own tailoring
Centre and her clients include Malayalam film stars. Such success
stories are rare. The hostility of people and indifference of the
state are daunting. “We were called by the State Social Justice
Department for a discussion on the policy paper on gender rights
and equality,” said Cheloor. “But their paper did not have even a
word about the third gender.

Jijo Kuriakose decided to reveal to his parents that he
was gay when they started looking for a bride for him. Most parents
in India would be devastated by the news. Fortuitously for
Kuriakose, his parents — educated and progressive at that —
understood, allowing their son to lead the life he wanted.
Kuriakose’s story is an exception. In Kerala, people belonging to
the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBTQ) community have
so far been “invisible”.

Few have come out in the open because it typically leads
to long bouts of stress. Kerala maybe a literate state, but here is
what usually happens to LGBTQ members. Family members will
first take them to a psychiatrist or file a police complaint against
friends. Staying invisible is a better option under these
circumstances.

The work of these people does not base on sexuality. They
all are not male prostitutes rather many of them are ladies who
are working as sex workers but we do not consider all the ladies as
sex workers.Just like that only a few of transgenders are working
as sex a worker, and therefore, society is making mistake here.

Evidence of stigma and exclusion exists for LGBTQ people
in India

1%Data on public opinion from 2006 shows that 41 % of
Indians would not want a homosexual neighbour and 64% believe
that homosexuality is never justified.
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1%Negative attitudes have diminished over a period of
time.

1%Homosexual behaviour is decriminalized in India. But
not been accepted by many religious groups and majorities.

1%They always report the experience of violence rejection
and discrimination in employment, education, health care and
access to social services.

1%High rates of poverty were found in some studies on
LGBTQ people.

The medical field is also not giving proper facilitiesto
them.Genital Organ transplantation is a very costlyprocedure and
is not available everywhere. In fact, small kinds of treatments
were also becoming very pathetic for them. Famous TV artist
Soorya,who had her transplantation in Chennai and went to the
hospital for severe fever, there Doctor said to him that you need to
be admitted and treated but we have only male and female wards
here. How can we admit you here?

The demand of Activist Kalki Subrahmanyam is, ‘there
should be free transplantations in the hospitals for every
transgender.But first of all, there must be rules to check atrocities
against them, and the punishment should be very strict and harsh.
Otherwise, the injustice will grow.They all have the desire to marry
their loved ones and live freely like others. There should be rules
for that. They all like to adopt a child, and therefore, they should
be a law for this, and if a transgender can live like others in a
society that would only be considered as the real change in the
society.

There is a news from The NewYork Times,2014 May 2019
that Trump adminisration proposes rollback of transgender
protections.The Obama administration included “gender identity”
as an aspect of sex, and specified that the term means a person’s
“internal sense of gender, which may be male, female, neither, ora
combination of male and female, and which may be different from
an individual’s sex assigned at birth.” The Obama-era definition of
discrimination also protected women who had terminated a
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pregnancy.Under the provision, health care services for transgender
patients and patients with a history of abortion had to be offered
by hospitals and covered by patients’ health plans.But a group of
states and religious medical providers sued, and in December 2016,
a federal judge in Fort Worth blocked that section of the rule on a
temporary basis, writing that “Congress did not understand ‘sex’

m

to include ‘gender identity.”” The judge, Reed O’Connor, has yet to
issue a final ruling, and a nationwide preliminary injunction
remains in place. Cases challenging the rule on similar grounds
are pending in North Dakota.President Trump’s Justice Department
told Judge O’Connor in court filings this year that it agreed with
him.But advocates for transgender people warned that the rule
would allow and even encourage providers who are biased against
transgender people to deny them treatment. Taken with the recent
rule protecting religious health care workers, they said, the
administration’s policies shift the civil rights landscape away from
patients who may be subject to discrimination and toward
clinicians who have objections to treating them, or insurers who

do not want to pay for their care.
Conclusion

Trans people in India have lived oppressed lives for a
long time. It was only after a hard battle that they gained legal
recognition. A battle which was mostly fought alone, because many
didn’t understand them. Many were unaware and some even ignored
their pain and problems because of transphobia. Only knowledge
through awareness can end such mindsets, because of which many
suffer discrimination everyday. It’s time we support transgender
Indians in their struggle for identity, equality and dignity. And one
of the way to do it is by spreading awareness about them and the
issues they face. Together, we can help each other create an equal
and just society, where every human is treated humanely.Kerala
has to play a prominent role in this mission. ||
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“First they ignore you. Then they laugh at you. Then they fight you
and then you win.”
Mahathma Gandhi
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