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Foreword

Tremendous changes have been raking place in the field of
education for the past many years. The achievements that the
mankind had atrained in the last few years are remarkable. Every
bit of information and knowledge is now available with a mouse
click. In order to cope up with these unprecedented changes in the
educational field, the traditional class rooms have to be changed,
if not revamped. Smart class rooms with computer nodes to each
student having network facility, interaction boards and projectors
are inevitable requirements of the hour. The teachers too have to
be made competent enough to handle the challenges.

During the last 48 years of its existence, Govt.Arts and
Science College, Kozhikode has assimilared a lot of innovations
1nd contributed its share to the society through its students and
teachers. Apart from the academic activities, the students have
chown their talent in sports, cultural and social activities.

The publication of the research journal is a determined effort
of the college to morivate the researchers to present their ideas to
the academic community. We have now proudly presented the fifth
issue with issn 2277-4246 of the journal. We will be thankful to all
for their critical comments about this issue.

Prof. B K Vijayan
Principal

vil




Democracy Deficit

K N Panikkar

IN none too rare a moment of scepticism and self-introspection,
Bernard Shaw referred to one of the many obsessions the British
nurtured as national character. The British, according to Shaw,
were obsessed with principles; they invented them even when none
existed. For instance, whenever the British stood by a monarch,
even if he happened to be a despot known for cruelty, they did so
on the principle of patriotism. However, they had no hesitation in
consigning the same king to Westminster Abbey, if circumstances
so demanded. While renouncing the earlier principle of patriotism
in order to kill the king, they invoked a new principle — the principle
of democracy!

Bernard Shaw seems to suggest that to the British principles are
nothing but a convenient pretext, which can be invoked or discarded
according to the exigencies of the situation. Having been tutored by
the colonial masters in the principles of liberalism and influenced
by the virtues of Indian civilisation, rooted in self-abnegation and
renunciation, as taught by the spiritual mentors from Gaul:'ama
Buddha to Mahatma Gandhi, Indians entertained a similar ammdke
towards idealism. Both patriotism and democracy are dear to their
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But their commitment to them is more N

I-’h:ﬂ: is

heart.
practice. Almost everyone swears by demg
ess 1n Pr

"y -are 1O tollow it 1n pul‘!ht‘ life. Cﬂn.ﬁcquenﬂ}r‘
W Le

lmost unlwui;r.a[dp_ between principle and Practice. i:-'
.‘m cHort to {‘?ﬁ.’!,"'ll.‘ll"l." this gull in the cnntc:-ﬂ:' “quu-'llll'tf, “’hrch i .-
foundation of 1_l[l-n"n:u;r.?.hr]p. It 15 l'hr: cantention D.f' t!'lls ts;;q; ﬁt&t it
crisis of Indian democracy is because of the failyre ufth“m! :

‘nsure equality and the inability of civil SOCIEty €O Create 2 pubk
ens

components are interconnected, its three main El';l'_'ributﬁun hid
identified as political, economic and cultural equality. These e
attributes collectively contribure to the make-up of a hc;hi.r
democratic regime, and consequently the success of dtmmu.if:f
depends upon the extent to which these equalities are respected
and implemented. The vibrancy of a functioning democracy,
therefore, would depend upon the social acceptance of the idea of
equality, which as a principle the Indian Republic has written into
its Constitution. Yet, in practice equality is a far cry in any of these
three domains.

This condition raises the question wherther the prevalence
of institutional structures

is a sufficient guarantee ro ensure
democratic rights.

This question is pertinent in the Indian

context as, despite institutional support, the functioning of Indian
dmmcrzqr during the lasc 63 years has perpetuated and deepened

differences within society,

Political qulllltf

The inllitu{“jnnl structure of | di ‘ b¢d b,r
the Congieucior ¢ of Indian democracy preseri

Provided for eqquality of ¢

ights to all citizens,
regardless of sociy) differences, The objecy; .

ves Resolution ieself
[ [}]
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stated this principle in unambiguous terms. It declared that there

should be "secured to all the people... justice, social, economis

and political; equality of status, of opportunity, and before the
law.... Despite the continuous tinkering with the Constitution by
the ruling elite ~ 95 amendments are in place so far - these basic
guarantees of the Constitution have remained unaffected. Yer, in
practice, demacracy has not been able to secure justice ro all; irs

dispensartion has been distorted because democraric rights have not
been accessible evenly to everyone.

Lert us bcgin with puliticaI righl::-;, which in some ways are
central to democratic practice. The political rights subsume
equality, without which democraric participation is not possible.
Although political rights involve a wide range of issues, including
freedom of expression and association, the righr to represent and
be represented through election is universally accepred as the
defining feature of democracy. The importance of the system of
representation of the people is that it erases the separarion of the
state and the people. But the government through representation
recognises democracy only as a formal part of the state and not as
its essence. Therein lies the weakness of the representative system
of democracy, which is most glaring in the Indian case.

In India, the mechanism of representation is universal SL}FITl‘Jgh
both in the Centre and in the States. The successful record of imely

admiration, particularly because

elections has drawn universal i
es elecrion has been a major

in most other post-colonial countri ‘ s bt s Rt
casualey. The successful conduct of elections has given considerd 2
legitimacy o democratic polity and the system of n:.pn.-sf*nr.::u::;ﬁ
which its practice is embedded. Yet, the reipnlraent;mw ?;, : :Zf e
a variety of questions about its democratic Flmm:;ﬂ' o
is the manner in which majority is dcrtrmmcdl;l | :::; ve b
the rule of the majority, the pruc::::rh t{;:::igt:':u :s e
formed is of crucial importance.

11
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4 system of 2 e

ch IH A1e different modes of Lil:rl:.'l'l‘nlnmg MAajority in an i‘-‘l-tc i
t‘ -} ] - T " |

system India has adopted a direct system in which whoever o

Y e ' ; .

ber ot votes 15 EI{‘-CI'.'L‘:lLi.

representation is open to different I“t”?mtitiungl. L

the largest num
This system does not necessarily ensure that those whe e

cJectoral success have the mandate of the majority of thoge ke
exercise their right to vote. It is conceivable that those whe wield
powet on behalf of the majority have in fact the support only of 5
minority. Such a contingency 1s possible because of the multip
system, :,,.,:hi.:h allows not only different parties, but even individuals
ro contest elections. If votes are distributed among different
contestants in a constituency, a candidate could win with less than 50
per cent votes. The democratic form of government based on such
a mandate, in strict political sense, is not the rule of the majority.
Naturally, such a situation adversely impacts upon the representative
characrer of democratic institutions. Some democratic countries
have tried to overcome this anomaly by insisting upon at least 50
per cent of the votes cast to the winning candidate.

Another pertinent question is whether the social conditions in
India permit a free and fair working of the representarive system. The
political class in India is drawn from the affluent, educated and socially
powerful sections of society. The system is so much under their thumb
thar the poor and the marginalised hardly have a chance to make it
to the pulpit. As a consequence, in the Legislative Assemblies and in
Parliament, they are represented, they hardly represent themselves,
except through reservation. Therefore, the political uppnrmﬂiq'
and the social ability to represent the people is now confined to 2
minuscule section of society. The instances of former Presidents KR

Narayanan and A.PJ. Abdul Kalam are always cited to prove the
contrary. Lhey are exceptions which prove the rule,

2 Every succeeding Parliament contains increasing numbers frof
E u i ; ' . M
pper echelons of society, with the current House assuming the

12 :
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character of an exclusive club of millionaires and multimillionaires

The much-admired election itself has become so expensive that no

ordinary citizen can afford to fight an election on his or her own
steam. ['he only democratic right the demos enjoy is the privilege
of electing their representatives. As a result the class composition

of our democratic institutions has become almost predetermined.

Package of rights

The Constitution has given to the people an impressive package
of democratic rights, which has earned plaudits from political
scientists and constitutional experts. These rights are consistently
invoked in public meetings, university classrooms and, indeed, in
Parliament as well. Almost everybody swears by democracy, bur the
majority of the people have no stakes in its functioning, except as
passive participants in the battle of the ballot.

In popular perception, and even in liberal scholarly analysis, the
system of representation is synonymous with democratic polity.
Samuel Huntington, for instance, observes, “Elections, open, free
and fair, are the essence of democracy, the inescapable sine qua non.
The idealisation of balloting is so overwhelming that all aberrations
in its actual practice are tolerated, including the purchase of vores
and distribution of incentives. This is partly because by and large
elections have been taking place regularly, providing the people an
opportunity to participate in the political process. The participation
s not limited to the educated middle class, but extends to the
poor and the marginalised in the rural sector wh:? h;?ve Sh[-}*T,n
considerable maturity in the exercise of democratic righes. Lhe
wisdom of the common voter has reinforced the faich in the S}F:Ehml
The electoral behaviour of the people after the En'tcrgtﬂﬂ}' an t};
five-year rule of the Hindu communal forces are cired as examp
of political marurity of the Indian electorate.
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Vot the life of a large section of thirs {'ltttm’ate rﬂm'ﬂﬂ.’
& by the democratic m!.c th‘l:.?, have installed in FHWE:r.&;-:;I
esult Lira-.'nrl.lrru has been brewing in Ii"g“ parts of the l:uuﬂtr}'-l.l.'.l.
resut, « the root cause l-,f'ﬁ.-'ilill‘l":l' and umurgenc}p has bﬂﬁ'n thu
The state, instead of seeking a solution for the Causeg
of discontent, uses its military might to SIIIFI'}JTEEE.C“EEidEnt vgm
As a result, a large section of the population is alienated from the

untrrﬂ'-'f“'Li

MOst Casc

discontent.

functoning of democratic institutions.

That democratic institutions have not yet achieved vertical
expansion is possibly one of the reasons for this situation. In
Indian democracy suffers from over centralisation of authnn't? and
concentration of power. Mahatma Gandhi was quite conscious of
this possibility and hence advocated gram swaraj for empowering
people at the village level. The Panchayati Raj, which the state
ﬂdﬂpted for {:fﬁ:-::ting vertical t:xpansiﬂn of democratic practice,

has not really become effective, As a result, common citizens haye

no voice in the actual working of the democratic structure, as the
representative system per se does not ensure democratic rule. Ir
only provides the basic structure for rule by the elected majority.

Cultural Equality

'I'l'he making of India as a nation had to address the impact of cultural
diversity on the practice of democracy. Culrural plurality has been the
strength of Indian civilisation, Bur the absence of cultural equality led
to the exclusion of many from the mainstream life. The }Timmt;lﬁl |

structure of caste and d;
ste and differences . :
exclusion, which i €5 In religious life creared culeural

ntury
ded in usherin
engaged in rel;
“Out strugple foy inde

movement SUccee

even it they were
drawn

B 10 a sense of cultural equality
8100 and social reform. The long-
Pendence brnught different cultural
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groups mgt‘l‘hcr' I acommon [‘Illll‘.'l"-’!'lllnhlu it did not have b

of an impact on the cultural boundaries separating different social

groups. Lheretore the process of nation-building on which India

embarked upon after Independence had a distinet disadvantage of

a culturally divided house on the basis of caste and religion. f'-}r:-ﬁrr}r

was made up of a large number of culturally distinct communities.

The A“mmPﬂlﬂgifﬂ Survey of India has estimated the existence
of more than 4,000 communities with distinctly different cultural

practices. 'he diversity meant plurality and coexistence, which
could lead to mutual enrichment through assimilation, even if it did
not result in synthesis. The Indian national movement was based
on such a perception of culrural life, which was important for a
democratic society. Gandhiji subscribed to this idea and Jawaharlal
Nehru promoted it through a secular interpretation of the Indian
past. The emergence of communal consciousness among Hindus
and Muslims negated the multicultural conceprion of Indian
civilisation. The cultural interpretation of the nation by Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar and Mohammad Ali Jinnah undermined the
nationalist efforts to construct a culrural uniry.

During the course of the 19th century, because of a variety
of reasons ranging from internal reform to Census enumerati'ﬂn,
religious and caste communities developed a cnnsciﬂusnes_r., wl:uch,
among other things, tended to reinforce their demarcation from
each other. Initially, the demarcation was social in nature, often
based on the quest for upward mobility in th:. caste hw:tar-:lh}-.
Simultaneously most of them were also :nsagtd in r.rmdtrntsatlwn;
through changes in social practices and ritual pr::jimfuan:i.i.m:t
through education and so on. However, modernisation di n;‘
erase or weaken but strengthened in an unprecedented manner the

] | # In
i | 22y, Changes witht
which no longer remained fu .

caste boundaries, g o

the caste order through occupational mobility or fragn

became quite rare.
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By the beginning of the 20th century caste was POised f..
L‘x[-‘.'n;:ivt: social articulation, an ﬂPP“ftfmit? for which Pl‘na"n e
ieself with the introduction of the politics of represmt“rium
was an opportunity caste had not enjoyed before, When the ...
of ,-f_P.-L-:;mt.lrin|1 was introduced in the 20th cenrur},' c

= aste b g
the ﬂ:'g.'m::-:.ltl't.rrl;ﬂ Sl'rcngth LO attempt pu[ttlc;d mﬂhmsaﬁ &‘
consequence, caste had the advantage of an already COnstructeq :
identity that was antithetical to the idea of democracy“The comn.. ;
and practice of caste,” Nehru had observed, ‘embodied the 5. i

ideal and was obviously opposed to democratic conceptions”

Influence of religion

Simultaneously, the gulf between religious communities were alm':"
becoming increasingly wider and their relationships were btmnung
less and less harmonious. It coincided with the transition of the

16




It is difficult to estimate the amount of money generated by
religious and ancillary activities. For reli gious centres h

AVE FIVEN r15¢ 1o
a variety of enterprises, including pilgrimage tourism. The Importance
of this development is that society has been divided on religious lines,
which impinges upon the possibility of secular mobilisation.

The consequence of the importance thus gained by religion
and religious entrepreneurs is the extension of their influence ro
the secular domain. An area in which this is most pronounced
is politics, which has led to both religionisation of politics and
politicisation of religion. In contemporary Indian politics, therefore,
religion is a powerful mobilising force that is invoked even by
secular parties and individuals in their quest for power. As a
consequence, religion has an abiding presence in public life, steadily
displacing secular engagements. The number of organisations
that function in the guise of social and cultural acrivities but owe
allegiance to different religions has increased steadily. Among
Hindus, the Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh has sponsored
innumerable organisations that function as specialist agencies to
deal with different aspects of social life. Through the Jan Sangh
and then the Bharatiya Janata Party, they marked their presence in
politics. So is the case with Muslims. Unfortunately, the artitude

of the state has been one of vacillation and compromise, which

has encouraged the intervention of religion in secular polirics. The
history of the dispute over the Babri Masjid is a prime example of
the attitude of the state. The decline in the secular commitment of

the state is the most dangerous threat Indian democracy has faced
In recent times. | |
Caste and religion have had a subterranean presence in Indian
politics from the nme of the nationalist movement. Since then 1:!1;
situation has changed dramatically. The parties based on cf‘.ts:e :1;1
religion have come to the fore and now cnmmanf:l_cnnmd:ra f
space in politics. Their influence has become so decisive chat caste

17
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based parties have been in POWer in severa]

| : 1 Stﬂtrzs‘ﬂ
time, Hindu communal forces achieved

by wielding power at the Centre. More oy
ru.‘!igimn; conscrousness has become S0
every political party conducts irs politics with an eye
caste and religious support. As a result, casee antagon:
religious conflict have become the order of the day and g, .

of accommodation and cultural Interaction has been Corr

leading to an increasing gulf berween religions and betweer, Canmy
Hindus treat Muslims as culturally inferior, Withj, Hindy;

Dalits and other lower castes face cultural oOppression. Thffulmﬂ.
inferiority/superiority practised as a consequence has createq 39
anti-democratic ambience. The absence of cultural equality ha
excluded a large section of people from the cultural Mainstrezm

and has led to interminable tension within society,

Economic Inequality

The economic conditions in post-colonial India were none oo
favourable for the successful functioning of a democratic system.
Inherent in the conditions left behind by the colonial rulers were
several areas of tension and conflict, which in course of time came
to the fore. The economic disadvantages far surpassed the benefits
of the liberal idea into which the intelligentsia was initiated by
the colonial administration. The country was denuded of its
resources by colonial appropriation; the system of communication
and transport was not adequartely developed; the social m‘b
of education was limited; and facilicies for medical cate ’”‘"'
unsatistactory, In facr, colonialism ensured that Indian soci i
remained backward in almost every aspect of human existence.
The post-colonial economic policy and development was
overcome this backwardness as quickly as possible and ensure

18
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Justice l"n-:.r: imprux-ihﬂ the conditions of the poor and the

| Y marginalised.
[he principle which intormed this expectation was lib

eral idealism,

of the nation. The nature of economic development based on capitalise

modemisation .1duptcd this idea in principle but belied it in practice

by pursuing an entirely different course. As a consequenice, economic

development became elite-centred, which apportioned the resources
in a manner that ensured that it was utilised primarily for improving
the quality of life of the upper stratum of sociery. Whar the poor
could expecr at best was the trickle-down effect. The justification
advanced by the state for such a policy was quite attractive to the
middle class. It genuinely believed that neoliberal conditions were
a necessary prerequisite for a leap forward in the country’s quest
for modernisation. The change in the character of the market now
available to it has reinforced its conviction.

Modernisation, however, cannot be achieved without
sacrifices by some strata or the other. If so, let it be the poor. Let
them live on Rs.20 or less a day, send their children to schools
withour blackboards and benches and sleep on the pavements
in metropolitan cities, borrow from moneylenders to marry oft
daughters, and, if life becomes unbearable, let them choose the
honourable option of commutting suicide. The others need not have

1 I -reating
any moral compunction, as these sacrifices, after all, are for ¢ g

1 modern nation.

Two worlds

1 inner world of the afﬁucnt.
¢ seriking metaphor of
artistically decorated
crs, massage
sees while

The country is now divided berween ai
and the outer world of the poor. The mos
this distinction is the state-of-the-art airpu.rrts. !
and thickly carpeted, with outlets of designer pro u,:r
parlours and food courts. In contrast, what a passeng

19
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1

|

landing in Mumbai, the most modern of Indiay Métpgll
nor so aesthetically artractive — a SP";“’”I’"E slum with Plagg; puk
ll."ﬂ."'l.i '1'”' ]'_1r|.'|.['11,__-”1__'|ﬂ !-t't"lﬂ'l nature. I I]l: 5]““]5 Ar'e nor “l‘l‘l.fl;._-_d% Lo ¢

el L ST o A to
outskires of airports. In almost all major cities about g B ﬂh inel

the population lives in slums and on tootpaths. Cenpg
The disparity between rhe two worlds, which milit;ﬂ“a ! Re

the democratic ideal, is so stark that it is nﬂthing short of a py Tl
Not dh ef

a Cr

that the country is able to maintain social equilibrigm
there are no conflicts, revolts or insurgencies. There are
The tribal people in the north-eastern part of the country han “
been in a state of continuous rurmoil; Dalits are alienared Etnq ar

the mainstream; and the people of Kashmir have been living 5
under Army occupation for years. Yet, the nation has held together "
primarily because of two reasons. First, strong intcrvtntiunh’ :
the state, including the use of the Army, whenever its authoriy = |
was questioned, either for preserving the nation’s unity or for = .
safeguarding the interests of the privileged sections. This hasled = |

to violations of human rights. The Army operation against the
Maoists and the arrest and incarceration of Binayak Sen are recent
examples. In dealing with internal challenges, the Indian state has
been quite powerful, even brutal, although quite weak in responding
to imperialist aggressions.

Secondly, the Indian democratic practices have performed an
ideological function to attract the underprivileged ro the clfmm-f
fold. In the perspective of many people, elections are the be-all
and end-all nrdﬂmﬂcrac}'. The liberal ideologues of the '-'-'-'-1[3"~i““ﬁ':t
System romanticise elections as the most important mcasuﬁﬂ{l
democracy. The enchusiastic participation of the rural poor "‘"‘lfl
urban slum dwellers and other such sections of society is raken #
an indication of popular support to the system. Bur a Et}I'HPmHT
involvement with the actual f'uncrinning of democracy has not
been forthcoming, even among the middlo class. The abeence 068

20
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sublic sphere, activelv eraaw {1 :
I = _I- , .an'ly engaged in htl’t'-j-.:rting democratic prac
[0 I'IUL:1| sSCrin ﬂ.}", 1];{5 l—.{q_..‘._" one P CLiCes

. o among the TARY b s atni _
indifference. B y reasons for this

Role of Public Sphere

The a_.:nw mvlulurnu:nr of civil society is a prerequisite for the
uﬁh}:f'nw: functmning of the democrartic system. In fact, without
critical transactions in the public sphere democratic practice is
likely to remain weak and ineffective. As pointed out by John Rawls
and Habermas, the ability for public reasoning, which discussion
and dialogue in the public sphere alone can realise, is central to
democraric practice. Rawls has suggested that the ‘definitive idea
for deliberative democracy is the idea of deliberation itself. When
citizens deliberate, they exchange views and debare their supporting
reasons concerning public political questions.” In a democratic
system there are different fora available for discussion about the
practice of democracy. Most of them are formal instirurions of
the state such as the legislacure and committees of the executive.
The adminiscrative policies and decisions are also brought before
the judiciary. A much more important role is perhaps vested with
the institutions functioning outside the government REREtE,
“Democracy has to be judgr:d,"writt:s Amartya Sen, nﬂ.[ _]1.1:-11:. by the
i stitutions that formally exist but by the extent to which dlfﬁffﬂ:‘it
voices from diverse sections of the people can actually h'* heard 1{
The Idea of Justice, London, 2009, page xlll?'-:rhif[ 1$
ocracy is enriched by political partiC 1paton,
as balloting can be m:LniP“LE“:d‘
arian regimes in the past. Even
he support of the bnllnt: [.[
sphere and of the civil

Amartya Sen,
possible only when dem |
dialogue and public interaction,
as has happened in several authorit
Adolf Hitler came to power through the |
is in this context that the role uf ti:l: public S
society organisations chat inhabit it become ImMP

21
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[he *-.uhfr. sphere in India has pr imarily evolved thrﬂugh :

inrerventions of voluntary orgamsations and the media, In

of the public sphere ind the nature of TT I

§ 7 i

Ih[ i'hJTJ‘itrr
“,“hrn i rhw, ]1.1!.'1- Tk 1:‘.n| .uuf-hif!’.tl‘lf 'ﬂ"l“‘ﬂ{'r* ar [fﬂ:l.t : :

the 18th century. They have been instrumental in OTganig 3
and promoting the exq I‘”‘"F‘r of views on secular “'h}t“'t.'l. In -. '
process they introduced a criti al and rational characte to the
public sphere in dealing with the problems of both the Ware
society. The Indian intelligentsia imbibed early lessons in s
reasoning through its partcipation in these institutions. Vealgse. 2
organisations do not play such a role any longer, either becagge o
characrer has changed or because the space occupied by them hae
been taken over by non-governmental organisations, or N O
which funcrion mainly as extensions of the state apparatus. |
of them have lost their critical and rational spirit and consequer
have increasingly succumbed to the influence of religious ap
communal rationale. Innumerable organisations are now presene
in the public sphere, which does not promote informed discussion
bur spreads obscurantism and irrationality. This transformation
led to the reordering of the public sphere, which no more prome .
rational dialogue conducive to the growth of public reasoning,

Role of media

A comparable change has taken place in the character of the meds
which in the past played a decisive role in the formation of |
public sphere and transactions within it. The media in India .
any other country, had a protective function that can be traced
the manner in which colonialism was subjected to ,."
media devoted considerable space to highlight the contradiet
beeween the colonial state and the people which deepened?
public reasoning of democraric aspirations. As a result, me¢
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[w- AT a ]“-H“’I*l""rll l'l‘l Annel boy the .irur-n man '
ITHAT Yy i ITiT

consaousness and nationalicen In the o

‘Fnh#tt it rr-rr"rﬂfrf-l fvve e
th]n diecugsion which hel wes-
I ' i W F"rl" f"lf Err'u.t fl"l v ¥ -{i"ﬁ'li'l. FIfn .-_r1-,.-
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.1"..1 drn'llh ran prl-'tlrl‘. _I hr nature ol
were conducted in the public sphere impa

democracy. However, they were
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Issues on whick febares
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concerned the interests of the privileged sections, as debares were

controlled and conducted by the members of the middle chaa. I
these dfl'ul‘l':l. l‘ht pmm:m-c fum'tinn of the mtdu was almose absent.

The media is more concerned with the freedom of expression,
dissemination of information and propagation of values. Whae
is mussing is the campaign for social justice, as a resulr of which
no public pressure is exerted on democratic institurions to rake
cognisance of the misery of the common people. The suicides of
farmers because of poverty, or of students because of their inabiliey
to pay fees, receive unh.r passing reference. At the same time, the
media focus on the adventures, or are they misadventures, of the
affluent, for which regular slots are reserved. If sociery as depicred
i the visual media is real, the nnl}' preoccupanion of the people 1 w
adorn expensive clothes, pray 1o the family deity and consume rich
food. Evidenty such a media cannot make a healthy conenbunon
to debates thar are meant to enrich democranc praciwe.

Indian democracy has evolved an institutional strucrure on
the basis of the principles and prescriptions laid down in the

Consururion. Bur there is a wide gult berween precept 4::::; WENE.
Diemao ‘ | ' tar ren brawas
racy as practised by the state and society is i

the ideal form of democracy in which qmlm:- —“tdu:u s
and economic - are continuously negotiated “: e
the concept and practice may not be fully btul'n: N e
be reduced through continuous public reasoniig

3!
Democracy Deficut




Amartya Sen has argued that the av:lil:bﬂitr of -
institutional structure need not necessarily ensure dies P
democracy. The success would largely depend upon the i
of human agency for using the available opportunities,
What democracy does in India is only a caricaue of,
democracy really is. The ideal is indeed difficult to realice n
is likely thar struggles within democracy might take it doger o
approximation of what democracy is. ’

( Ts is the text of the inaugural address at the Asian College of Journalism g
11, 2011. K.N. Pankkar is former professor of Modern Indian I-Eug)- P
Nebru University. He can be reached at knpanikkar@gmail.com)
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One God,
The Logical Conclusion of
Vedic Polytheism

Cornelius Elenjikal

His Eminence Comnelius Elenyikal (lace) was
Cardinal to Rome and Archbishop of Varapoly

he tendency of extolling gods, one after another, as the

Suptm led to the logical conclusion thar God was one and
was called by different names. For, if all the supreme attribures are
assigned to every god, in turn it follows that gods differ from one
another only in name; that is, God is one, who is called by different
names. And some Vedic poets realising chis fact cried out™ They call
the one by various names, Agni, Yama and Matriswan." “But the
worshipful divinity of God is one.”

This idea of the one God of the Vedas is clearly explained by
Yaksha who lived as early as 650 BC.? There is but one ho-d On
the earth he appears as the Fire or Agni, in the mid‘“ﬁ"‘:“ He
appears as Indra and in the celestial rcginml He appcarf as "ﬂ:‘;
The various gods in each of these three plains are only aspects ¢

these three manifestations of the one God.™
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1) Shift from | ‘ |
es reached the Unity of God and copgy

ra, Agni, etc. as merely names of one 4
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articular dieties, the igpne

Varuna, Ind
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the particular gods. The particular gods ::rnain iwaé-s gen
particular forces in nature. They do not E;':""E € Suprem b
furns any more. They always depend on the Supreme ____
produced by the Supreme God.”

wer
these sages made a

Names and functions of the Supreme God

a) Hiraniagarbha, Visuakarman, Prajapati

In the later part of the Rig-Veda the Supreme God is known me
by the names of Hiraniagarbba (golden germ),’ Visuakar '_:
(Maker of the universe)’ and Prajapati (Lord of creatures)". The
hymn to Hiraniagarbha describes him:

“In the beginning there arose Hiraniagarbha.

As soon as born he alone was the lord of all chat is.

He established this earth and this heaven

Who is the God to whom we shall offer sacrifice?

He who gives breah, he who gives strength,

Whose command all the gods revere,

Whose shadow is immortaliry,

He, who through his might became King,

Of the breathing and twinkling world,

Who governs all this, man and beast
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He who by his might looke
Which held Power (germ)

He who alone 15 God

d even over the waters,
and generated sacrifice,
;lhuw: :‘l“ Hﬂd:-i-

Who is the God to whom we shall offer sacrificey”
In the earlier part of the Brahmanas Praj; s

apati is the ordinary
. . 2010
name for the Supr-:mﬂ Crod, Prq;ﬂp:m produces :;'vﬂr}rthing induding

the gods."In the hf:ginning Prajapati was here alone. He though to
himself'how can I obrain descendants! He rojled and performe

of penance and He produced... Agni and other gods."!!
b) Brabman

d aces

In the later part of the Brabmanas, Prajapati is neglected. Another
name to denote the Supreme God came into prominence by this
time. This name is ‘Brahman’ which henceforth forms the nucleus
of the Indian thought, All that later Hinduism did, beginning with
the Upanishads, was but an intense search of Brahman, an attempt
to find Him our and discover His nature.

1 = The Etymology of Brahman

The etymology of the word ‘brahman’ is disputed among the
writers. According to Panini, the Sanskrit grammarian (300B.C), the
word"brahman' derives from ‘bral’ - to grow, to increase.! According to
Max Muller it derives from ‘brih’ or 'vril’ - to strive, to grow, to ermlt:] ?
According to some others it derives from ‘br’ - to swell or to grow.

2 = Evolution of the meaning

The word 'brahman’ did not stand from the bi‘:ginining ﬂ;::
existence to denote the Supreme God. This m;*amng :; 3:::; o
slowly through evolution. All the same Frﬂr; t ;I:-:;}'

w el 1 .
word ‘brahman’ stood for something highland su
: 27
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In the early Vedic period, afrer il.wing

nature, the grear preoccupation of the Vedic
favour of the gods. The |

iltllﬂtd th:
Poerg Was
45 Sained },}, pr

avour nf'gus.‘]'r. W -

in the form of hymns or offering. And ar this Stage brap, 8
to denote prayer. We read in the Vedic hymns; () Indm_%. .
!mf:.* singers, '
in bartles, Indra who hears the singe

prayers (brahmani) of the Victorious Wwith

rs supplicationg s
“Every ateempr’, writes Deussen, “ro explain this Centrg]iy
(Brahman) of Indian Phﬂnsnphy must proceed from ¢h, fiﬂtﬁ
the word brahman throughout the Rig-Veda, in which it qe
more than 200 times, s

h "16 eption ““[hingm
than prayer,

gnifies without exc

Brahman, from its meaning pr
mean also the man who prayed,
of the gods through his prayer
call King Soma to our aid and

(brahmani), Adityas, Vishny,
Brihaspari”"”

ayer, was, however, transferredy
the priest who gaining the Emn
became great and powerful." W,
Agni with our songs and hymag

Surya and the Brahman priest

In the Brahmanas the chief form of prayer became sacrifice.
ry important undertaking had to be preceded by sacrifice in
der to render it auspicious and successful and the whole univecs

was considered a product of sacrifice.'® At this stage brahman stood

to denore sacrifice and sacrificer,
Some sages of the Brah

sacrifice in order to

Eve

or

manic period, however, asserted that
produce the desired eftect, the sacrificer had
to know the significance of the sacrificial rice, We find, chus, i |
some places afrer explaining a rite the Brahmanas add: he whe

“knowing thus" (evam vidam) performs the rige gets the benefit of
the sacrifice,

The face thar e knowledge of
necessary to produce the effect of the
conclusion that sacrifice without kno

P e - l.
the sacrificial rites w;l_
sacrifice led ro the logicd

wledge was useless. Slowly

2 . L
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the performance of the sacrif, 1al rives lost jea i
L I8 |

knowledge of the sacrific 1al -

pPrevail. And we find
ut the “performs the rite”
therefore, there was na

ritat] 4 Mére If.l w P

e ; owledge of b
v - = o L . . g !f'
Mgmhu ance of t|1l_ .'.-..;lLrlht'I:li rite wmlId l"ﬂ: 'r'um::icnt “F

writes: | he knnw|mlgc of the procedure, irs
magically connected with the proce
through the facr thar he knows - n

| Fites |1r_;.;.|11 to
expressions “he who knows thiye"20 witha

Lo achieve the benefits of the sacrifice

need of pcr’rhrming any sacrificial

denberg
. psychic image, is
dure itself. The knower precisely

. ot because through his knowled
he acts skilfully and correctly, but by reason of the power of rIf:

knowledge itself, gets power over the entity or event known ! [
is therefore, said that it is unnecessary actually to perform a rire. If

you know it, you have as good as performed it.? At this stage the
word 'brahman’stood for knowledge.?’

Finally in the later period of the Brahmanas, Brahman meant
the ultimate principle of the universe, the Greatest and the
Highest God. He is the Lord of creatures (Prajapari). He produces
everything including the gods.”Brahman produced gods and having
produced them He made them ascend these worlds.” M Brahman is
produced by no one. He is self-existent (Suayambhu).”

This change of the significance of the word 'brahman’ as the
ultimate principle and the Supreme God took place either anlx
its significance as knowledge or as sacrifice. If we rake brahmans
meaning as knowledge we may say that, since by k‘_"-"*"’lfdé’-*
(brahman) anything could be l.'lhl’i'l.il.’"lﬂd, kn:?wlfdﬂ'-' ieselt was
considered as the productive principle of evcryth{ng- lflmwlﬂiﬂtl? ‘T’f
thus deified as the Supreme Deity. Edgerton writes: All knowledy

p - : ligious or nugif-ll
- : oly mysterious, relig
is to the Vedic mind, holy my e SN knowledge

knowledge. It always possesses this l't‘-l“g": P atural than that the

means absolute direct power, what l: nl':ﬂr: r';:m ol b half
_ the un ,_

holy, mystic knowledge (brahman) 0 he universe?™

bt neroller of ©
Pcrsoniﬂcd as the first prmclplh the co
29
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‘His :11ighl::

altogether. They continued to live in the mind of the Ve

['he power of God IS immense, He produced
L

the universs by

" Through whose mi

ght these SNOWY mountgj
ntains are
And the sea, they -

say, with distane rvers.....
He through whonythe awful heaven
And the earth were made fast

He through whom the ether was established
;ﬂm‘d the firmament, He who measured the air in the sky."3
t 1s true that the particular deities were not abolished

dic sages

as the agents of the particular forces of nature. Bur it should be
remembered that these gods descended to the level of creatures.

They are all produced by the Supreme God.™ They de pend on

the ?upre:me.Gnd and revering Him they live.* The position of the
particular deities in the later part of the Vedic literatute is not much
different from the position of the angels of the Revealed Religion.
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The Jewish Question: The Views of
Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Buber

P ] Vincent
Asst. Professer, Giowr. Arts & Saence College, K ozhikode

he World War I had drastically transformed the political

texture of West Asia. After the Allied victory in World
War I, Iraq and Palestine came under the British Mandare with 1
special provision for giving effect to the Balfour Declaration®. Afeer
breaking down the Turkish Empire, the British in collusion with
other European powers of the League of Nations pur a permanent
abstacle to Arab Nationalist movement by diverting their attention
towards the Zionist threar'® Arab and Zionist nationalism clashed
bitterly following the ratification of the Balfour Declaration by the
League of Nations and other international bodies dealing wich
West Asia. Both the Arabs and Jews claimed the same rerrivory:
Palestine. The former’s demands were based on the fact thae they
ived there, while the latter's claim was based on the promuse of

their God, Yahweh.?

: .
It 15 in this context that Gandhi and Nehru rook a;:h‘:h:l:::;
in the fate of the Holy Land. The Indian approach o ¢

i
2 ud Martin Buber
I'be Jewish Question: The Views of Mahatma Gandbi @



own termiory, fn“mlwrd I‘r'q.' the rost !TIHH al
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to God Yahweh to His people, the

era of Ju.prr“nﬂ termed
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Jews (Genesig VT80

\[h .II lrgmrmz;nnn of the r[mm e
L 1 | LAl |
the land of Palestine by the Jews could not be sustained on maoral

Ll

polincal grounds. He opined that the Jews should try to make thes

o |
home in 1Ihmr country of birth instead of dema nding P
wrote: 1F 1 were a Jew and were born in €

Gandhi believed that the Bil

alestine. He

sermany and earned my
livelihood there, I would claim Germany as my home even as the

tallest gentile German might, and challenge him to shoot me or cast
me in the dungeon, I would refuse to be expelled or to submir to
discriminating treatment.®

“The Palestine of the Biblical conception is not a geographical
tract. It is in their hearts. But if they must look to the Palestine
of geography as their national home, it is wrong ro enter it under
the shadow of the British Gun.'13. For the Jews, the return to
Zion ( Jerusalem) has been a religious act. Gandhi observed thar
2 religious act cannot be performed with the aid of the bayoner
or the bomb. They can settle in Palestine only by the goodwill of
the Arabs.? He criticized the Zionists for their dependence on
American money and British arms and on terrorist mﬂl‘t.u-.h to
push them on Palestine. In March 1921, Gandhi wrote -E:F no
canons of ethics or war... an Palestine be givfn to ti.:f:il.,égi

His views on the right of Arabs to hold Palestin "
balanced and well reasoned.”Palestine belongs to the .?tr.ll?"l n :1...;
same sense that England belongs to the English or I-ru;: :.h
Erench. It is wrong and inhuman (o impose the Jﬂf“ *“‘F:d h -

il : o roday cannot be justified By

What is going on in Palestine today L o sanction but
moral code of conduct. The British Min#!f ek
that of the last war. Surely it would ht'“":::f:lt e
reduce the proud Arabs, 50 that Palestine €

“il

Jews, Partly or wholly as theit national home.
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[ he nobler course would be ta insise ¢
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French in precisely the same sense thae {fhri"hml
are French..... The cry for a national hgme Wordy ,
justification for the German expulsion of the Jewy 11 oo

firm believe was that the Jews cannot receive Sovereign -
ﬂiﬂ!‘ which has been held for centuries b}' Muslim M
of religious conguest.'”’ i
Gandhiji's ideas about Jews and Arabs in Palestine under
Mandate government were well reasoned. His analysig
favoured the Arab cause. He was not ih favour of the cre. 2
a Jewish State in Palestine and questioned the basic crede "
the Zionist movement. He viewed Zionism as 3 colonia] ser
movement under the auspices of British imperialism. He 4
consider Zionism as a genuine national movement. Gandhi
assessment of the question of anti-Semitism and the sures
European Jewry was based on his own experience with non-vig
first in South Africa and then in India.*
In response to the criticism of Mahatma Gandhi regard ! -1
in Palestine Martin Buber, the Jewish philosopher and fry nd
Gandhiji, wrote an open letter on February 24, 1939. In the le
Buber viewed thar Gandhian approach was simplistic and he didn

=
5

consider the complexities of Jewish question, He pleaded ro Gandh

em—— a ¢t . T2 W

.

"You Maharma Gandhi, who know of the connecrion beewe
tradition and future, should ot associate yourself wich those
Pass over our cause withoy, undersranding or sympathy. _- |

But you say - and | consider it to be the most significant
all d"‘ F'““E‘ You tell us - hae Palestine l:utlung: to the Arabs "
@u 1t is therefore 'wrﬂng and inhuman 1o impose the Jews on

But now You come and serle the whole exis
the simple fummh:"l’uiurinr belongs to the Arab ..

GD\I'T "'L.'-Tﬁ T st



“What do you mean by saying a land belongt o a poprbaron
Evidently you do not intend only to describe 2 srare of affsies by

¢ formula, but ro declare a certain right. You obviously mean
o say that a people, being settled on the land, has so absolure »
daim ro that land that whoever settles on it without the permission
this people has committed a robbery. Bur by whar means did
the Arabs artain the right of ownership in Palestine? Surely by
and in fact 2 conquest with intent ro sertle. You therefore
it that as a result their sertlement gives them exclusive nghe of
won; whereas the subsequent conquests of the Mamelukes
and the Turks, which were conquests with a view to domination,
ot to seetlement, do not constitute such 3 nght in your opunon, but
Jeave the eardier conquerors in rightful ownership. Thus sertlement
hmﬁﬂﬂ&m.aﬁgﬁ:dnwmﬂﬂpd?ﬂ:ﬁnm
whereas a sertdement such as the Jewish - the methods of whach,
it is true, though not always doing full justice to Arab ways of life.
mmhﬁ“dﬁﬁnﬂm&m&uﬂ&uﬂi
m-‘hﬂﬁlﬁrhmwwwmh
ﬁ#dfpmmmdkwﬂ"h“’*f“'
mMmhlwm”ﬂWmh“
of ownership of the nation that is threatcned with dispasseasion o€
extermination; bus were this once achieved, you would be compelied.
nnmhﬂ:nﬁﬂrun;ﬂﬂff"‘::mmm
to admit that the land "belongs™ to the usurper
hﬁuﬁd-.ds'}mwdﬂ::“mlmm
Mwmiﬂh
i “Now do you know or do you noc know
wrote back to Gandhiji,"Now do you ' like and what goes 0




for reconciliation with the Arabs, H'“l"l:'r ank
¥ -
en the nations, In the i [ 1]

Arguing
3 cordial agreemen herwe |
qufsnunrd Gandhiji'’s .um]ngy. hfl'wm:_n the Tndian, 4 “I;
Africa and the Jews mn Eurupr.-ﬂnbvfr fcj_#ftr:d 'd:l: ides o g
resistance against Nazi oppression. For him Eﬂﬁﬂlvc e ¥
fn inappropriate for the Jews — a people with no |mmclan.,{ w]

were being exrerminared and torrured.
Gandhiji's approach to Zionism was based on hi, e

experiences with the imperialist Brirish, a far more civilized and ﬁ
democratic opponent than the Jews faced in Germany, Moreaye,
during the Arab Rebellion (1936-93), the Arabs in Palestin, Were
crushed with British imperialist might. In this period the Jeyw; in
Palestine acred hand in hand with Bricish forces. This situation
profoundly influenced Gandhi to take an anti-Zionist position, l
The rise of racial anti-Semitism and the Nazi holocaust proved thar
Gandhian position was almost impractical, It was noted that nearly
every Jew to whom Gandhi addressed in 1938 was dead by 1945,
Gandhiji criticized the Jews for entering Palestine ‘under shadow
of British gun. He seems to have not given attention to the policy
change in Britain towards Zionists with the issue of White Paper
of 1939. With rise of the Labour Party to Power in Britain, the
Zionists almost lost political patronage. It was clear that, berween
1939 and 1948 the shadow of British gun’ was not favoured the
Zionist enterprises in Palestine.

1§

Paul Power, Gandhi’s biographer, says four factors influenced
Gandhi’s position on Zionism:
I, He was sensitive about the ideas of Muslim Indians who
were anti-Zionists because of their sympathy for Muslim
Middle Eastern Arabs opposed to the Jewish national home:

2. He objected to any Zionist methods inconsistent with his
way of non-violence.

38 Jov
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He tound Zionism contrary to his

'Flhlf.‘hr.r” nation
which excludes the establishment « aliam,

o any stare based solely
or mainly on one religion, .

. He apparently believed it imprudent to omj
relations with the British, who held the
Palestine.!’

| |
Micate his

mandate in

[he Zionist writer Judah Magnes, the then Rector of Hebrew
Linmversity. :urgum.‘l that G:mdhi:m*Smwgmlm’ was impractical in
Nazi Germany because of the lack of publicity to stir up public
opinion. On Palestine-Jew connection he said, “Jewish life will
always be lacking in an essential constituent if Judaism and Jewish
People have no spiritual and intellectual center in Palestine. ... this
Jewish centre cannot be composed only of priests and scholars bue
endowed with all the pmb]l:ms of life — political and social as well
as religious and spiritual.™®. He continued that because the Jews
had reclaimed the land and revived ancient Hebrew “in this sense
the land also'belongs’ to them."!?

Gandhi did not reply to the letters of Buber and Magnes as the
points raised by them were already discussed and responded on
several occasions before. Gandhi restated his position in another
Harijan Article in August 1947, He wrote: " The Jews have erred
grievously in seeking to impose themselves on Palestine with the aid
of America and Britain and now with the aid of naked terrorism.
Why should they depend on American money for forcing
themselves on an unwelcome land? Why should they resort to
terrorism to make good their forcible landing in Palestine?™

Gandhi viewed Zionism as a European Colonial settlement
movement, As an Asian nationalist he rejected the idﬂ. "
establishing in Asian soil a state pﬁpulattd .br m.m-thf!:"
immigrants, contrary to the interests che native population.

Gandhi believed in self-reliance. As a Hindu, believing in working

e of
out of once own salvation, he rejected the rotal dependence

i Buber 9
Ahe Jewnsh Question: The Views of Mt Cianielbi and Martin
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Zzomist on political and financial 44 from (g :

our a state based on one rel; Zion, .. e
not favour a Cin . P 1,
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[ he Baltour Declaration of 1917 (dared 2 Nuw,-mh,.r 191-

trom the United Kingdom's Foreign Secretary Arthur 1
Baron Rothschild ( Walter Rothschild, 2nd Baron T*'.mrh-..,rhl'l.'_::' Balg
the British Jewish communiry, for transmission to ¢y, E|-~r.-;r Fu.
of Grear Brirain and Ireland. Terige,
His Majesty’s government view wich favour che establih..
Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and i ” ::-'..r';! :
endeavours ro facilitate the achievement of this objecr, iz being
understood thar nothing shall be done which may Prejudice e o
religious rights of existing non-Jewish communiries Palesting .
rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country,
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Indus Script- Deciphere
or Undeciphered?

KO Raghavan

Amsaciste Prafessor (Red ), PG Depr. of History, Govr Ares & Seience

ollege. Ko,

-mﬂ in h.il article”’ pﬂl‘Pﬁh and lndu: S-I.'ﬂFII_" 33YS “yem
h the Indus Script remains undeciphered,
;h-'u"‘ Prof. Gregory L. Possehl says "It is sad but e
» ¢h m:hn of the concordance of the Indus v pe that
'q ‘0o nearer a decipherment that G.R. Hunder was wieh
i groun luuhug work in 1929™ Kamil Zelbil, the Rusu
.. epeats the same idea thart the Indus scripe has not bees
- ded jM&l‘l Mark Kmnynr. the Direcror of HAR?
hl'll!mh of these ancient documents s of cours
| 2 task since the Indus script is one of the mar
rang systems thac have not yet been deciphered

holars did not recognize the claims of the schol
the Indus Scripe. I Mahadevan admies tha 5
bur an interpreter of Indus Signs. He deman ™
m dﬂ‘lplmnwnt and interpretation of Indus

i aspects of my work is thag ie aep® "

"

lﬂ'

as Prof P:I.r'tu;;

A Govr Aurs & Sciunce Correas Ressarct el



-||-CI"‘I-‘II-I [I'H' Iniltl:\ -.L’l. ] Il‘r "‘llll .1"' lll"l: 'Flhrt i l‘
ie d"H}r
FRice

herween the two is fundamental, The deci |
. )

orrect f'-l"“”"”‘ walue of each ﬂﬂ.“ whi pherer has ¢

- 'I

Jp———— depending on whether the s

¢ as a phoneric syllable™

fill-rn'uer
h can be only ofie of at the

BN ois read as
Amis

Interpretanion of Indus signs is lik :
¢ the elephant in the Indian sto TEJ“ £ of blind men whe
: L ry. Lhey said char Ind
amething like that of Jar Sign, Arrow §i e Sigh is
| . ’ ow Igﬂ. Mlll"-lku oF

1, ¢ words of Asko Parpola "the number of known Ind | Eﬂ e

sround 400 which agrees well with logo-syllabic ¢ uj::‘?l o
high for the script to be syllabic or alphaberic™ In rh: & :,;' ol

Cd

signs, Asko Parpola fully depended upon I Mahadevan 51:1-.;. Iﬂdhl-ﬂ
_ancordance of Indus Seripe, 1977 identifies 417 signs, M i his
a5 failed to find the phonetic sign of Indus Script or alphabets.
Instead he copied the different forms of lecters and signs — single
slphabet and mixed or complex signs and basic signs. [ Mahadevan
onsidered that these forms — that are repeated in all texts ~ are
originally the basic signs by which they used for conveying messages
o ideas. So he call them ideograms or logo syllabic signs like Jar sign,
fish sign, star sign, and Muruku signs, | Mahadevan did nor look it
25 an alphabetic stage of writing or phonetic writing, Moreover the
work of I Mahadavan — the concordance of 1977 - is misleading a
genuine scholar in the path of Indus Script Research. . Mahadevan
committed three grave mistakes in the concordance of 1977.
35. The separation of the text from the motif in the seal Thus he

rejected the text - motif relationship. |
36. Copy the seal rext without the knowledge of Indus brami

alphabets and the method of Indus Art of seal writing: A shighe
change of the form of sign denotes another sign or leter
7. Adopr an unscientific method for €0

pinpointing the basic signs or alphabets iy identificanon
in a seal rext give five kinds of concordances i

b1
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ol 417 SIgNS as basic li!;nl is hu-hn witl
principles of script and 'Iﬂ;l.l* dlﬂd‘u "y """m‘

any proof and evidence I-Mlﬁlﬂtﬁn deci .P:np'l"' W,
5 logo syllabic. We can compare the oo thar ,;,_rh"!
the an imaginative concordance “"Hiﬂﬂu Ill"""rT*‘l"'--:mi'
of the signs, letters, words and phr - daily’ o "he .
This i S Eﬂg‘]ul-., .
15 is what | Mahadevan had done in the . T""lh.
research. In the concordance he undermines ::‘ e Ty
vext-morif relationship. Thus he undervalyes 14, e
animal motif in the seal text. He did mwtm'&“‘i
relationshi igni o
ip as a significant context for the soudy i1y T
Text. The istakes - -
same m are committed by Asko Py
mﬂyuﬂndui Eﬁpl'- So . Mahadevan and Asko ?“‘
not recognize the Indus script as a phonetic seri b
; . i .'hr.pr OF Pecifie
alphabetic wntmg So they adopted the method of nterpeenng
fl'l Indus signs on the context of logo-syllabic writing P
intecpeetation is based upon ‘the reasonable idenoficanon o e
signs pictorial shapes like Jar sign, fish sign and muriks s
This interpretation is invalid and unsciennific based upon e
ﬁ.l“ :inl.mprion ﬂf Pi{:[ﬂfiﬂl Shlpt& ﬂl. lndm signs. They e
failed to find the phonetic value of a single Indus uge
They spoke about the Dravidian as the language o il 8
text without any concrete evidence. Asko Parpola in b spees
ar the world classical Tamil Conference held at C oimbatos: #

234 — 27 June 2010 speaks “Historical Linguist chus 8
that the Harappan probably spoke a Dravidian languags o
Asko Parpola is boch an Indus and Vedic scholar 0 ©
10 know the heart of Indus culturg as well a5 Induan "“‘w‘:}
is misguided by the colonial discourse in Indology “h::"-“"
in Indus Script. He is standing infront of the roo U s
in search of a door. But he has failed w0 find the 4o cipt
is totally blinded by his own statement chat Indus ¥

o+
Russa® ul
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Thus became

15 i'umk the B

ndus Seript without akey to open .

1'|~i not a tilu'iF"I‘I}fl'[’I'. r['hp til‘lr “'.!_ ]'l

(hdus Script’is a misnomer because

nrerpreting the Indus Signg,

1 |

What 1s the historical significance of

the dccrphcrm:n: of

hat cﬂnvinr_lng
debate, 10 [, 1963
ne ﬂf Indu& S‘:HF{

dus Seript? Thoms A Trautman says in 2005 ¢
decipherment of Indus Script will end the Aryan [
Suneetikumar Chatterjee said thar the dﬂfiphﬂfmt-
will finally sertle the question of the of; n : 4

and people.'' Edwin F. Briyant mncludesie ?rfd[:j: ’dJ:“ npuage
or Harappa-Vedic debate or Horse debate with I:I':; ilmft*[?
answer, after all is said and done, is written on the seals™!? :
T'he convincing decipherment of Indus Script will end the
glorious days of colonial Indology with its endless debares and
dialogues and open the dawn of New Indﬂing}r with Harappan
culture in its historical period in the 4* Millennium B.C. The

fundamental question is whether the Indus Scripr is deciphered or
undeciphered?

I

In the words of I. Mahadevan "A decipherer should find the correct
phonetic value of Indus signs and thus discovers the unknown
language underlying behind the Indus Script™”. In an interview he
expresses his inabilit}r to find the correct phonetic value of Indus
signs due to his old age.'? ;

I. Mahadevan stressed the importance of the exact or correct

- Ly ‘ iteria for
phonetic value of the Indus signs is the yardstick or erit

i e : 4l decipherer.
letermining che real decipherment and the rtr Eyllﬂii': script each

~ AAsko Parpola says that"In an ;lphabtﬂf:] s are all phonetic
Hgn has only one value as a rule and these value

45
Indus Rt'?'lpt-ﬂfnphfr:dur Undrff}"?fr‘d?
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elarion with Brami Script. So e , re
e LR

I .l““ﬁ A -i..‘..rl.t'.
In | T | r|'|,‘l: wWithout a I",t"}' 4] apen it
FENLALES :

. | I.'L"“"" dio
|III51-..-,|JI

ity

5 B g 2 i i ne rl.r
nd not a ded ipherer. The title of his boek the 1) prete;
Indus Sei IPL IS a mIsnomer because the A 'Iﬂhrrmg the

¥ central thesg
< inret Pt 1 |I‘|z,“ L] hi‘ It'uhl-. h'ﬂ”-‘- 15 nf hu work

WVWhat 18 ll‘ll." |‘t|:6.|nr|t .lI :-L:igﬂiﬁl:.'in:f 0y

vl = ¥ thf: 1.'1!:'“
ndus Seript? Thoms A Trauem

| ‘ an says in 2005
Jecipherment of Indus Script will end the Aryan

Sunechkumar {_Tharrcq'q:c said thart

phermen; of
|.'|'|;||_‘ "1 LONVIficIn

”fl’utc.
the ::ll:::iplmrmmt
il finally settle the question of the origin of Dravi

- ]waplc,' ' Edwin E Briyant concludes the Inda- Aryan controversy
or Harappa-Vedic debate or Horse debate with these wurds."Th'.:
answer, after all is said and done, is written on the seals™ !

The convincing decipherment of Indus Script will end the
¢lorious days of colonial Indology with its endless debates and
:j;',:.[c-gues and open the dawn of New Indology with Harappan
culture in its historical period in the 4™ Millennium B.C. The

fundamental question is whether the Indus Script is deciphered or
undeciphered?

10 &
In Fqlﬁi

of Indus Scripe
dian Language

I

CL u 't
1 the words of I. Mahadevan “A decipherer should find the correc
' ' d thus discovers the unknown
phonetic value of Indus signs an R
language underlying behind the Indus Script " l}‘ilﬂlue ety
expresses his inability to find the correct phonetic
signs due to his old agc.“ it . of
I. Mahadevan stressed the 1mp'f=rti;:'lﬂ 5
phonertic value of the Indus signs is the Y
| 1 an
determining the real decipherment J |
" te :
Asko Parpola says that"In an Alphnbc i Jl phoner
sign has nnly one value as aru

che exact of mrniﬂ
stick or criteria fo6

' a4
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and interrelated forming a closed system. Once
' € the

of a few signs have been correctly d“"""ined | Pha,
h

suggest the value of the remaining signg"!s Like 1 ¥ * Congg,
Parpola reiterated the correct phonetic value nf- Iy -l{iu.lt-,m H"{
basis of Decipherment. He also gives the '""”n.: 8 Sig, ::
phonetic value from known to unknown by findiy, r:: F:"'l"'i N
the known signs. How can we discover the exact oy f ,r: ew
value of Indus Sign? P

The majority of scholars consider thar the Indus seri, .
to the category of unknown script and unknown | i
of the Linear B Scripr of the Mycenean Civilizatiop i the o
Peninsula. The decipherer of linear B js Micheal Vengris ot
discovered a method of Structural analysis on the bys:. ey

pattern of Sign value with determinarives, He discovered the old orm
of Greek as the language of Linear B by the way of intuition"” The
he removes one of the unknown — the unknown language - and thes
moved to discover the other unknown — the unknown s ripe. Thiss
one of the two methods suggested by Dr. Alice E. Kobar, 2 pioneer =
the field of Linear B Script. She says “an unknown language wores
in unknown script cannot be deciphered bilingual or no bilingua.®

is our task to find our what the Iangu:igt: was or what the phonen:
IE...

®

. ”g“-iﬂr |I|i ¢ th,

b §NA

value of the signs were and so remove one of the unknowns
E. Kﬂbﬂ_’ suEEESI:Ed to remove one of the unknowns either &
unknown Ianguagc by ﬁnding the correct words and 1ts meaning ™
&W '-m-kﬂﬂ'#ﬂ sr:rip: b}’ ﬁnding the Correct phnnrtu' value ¥

As far as the Indus Sfript is concerned the simple .II:J ~'-1. :
way for decipherment is the second method :iul.:_;_.;-:-;[ni by :
Kobar that to find our the correct phonetic value of Indus 2%
on the context of its gt'.:lr:rif link with a known sctif!
Brahmi Seript. The first method was adopred by "“h.m“: P
who attempred 1o find our the language of Indus 5¢

W ¥ 1 ;'I'J"
. - kL : n I: I,
ay of preconcieved notion or mere imaginatio

i

3

r, that

L'I'I‘-"lj'l F

1] Lk
q‘ﬁ " - ||.|,'H-_|"1
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fahadevan, Asko Parpola, Russian and Finnish o

hat the language of Indus Scripe s Dravidian

holars decided
a kind of proto.

cholars like S B
Ala H:Ir'r'l lfl"l'f‘fm|nf the

by at relared to Vedie | ierature. Thr.tr Hfhnljr-lf have |

Dravichan or proto-Elamite. The othey growup of s

Hao, . Narwar [ha and De. R |

IHE'II‘]-“EF
acked the
owet of intuition and adopted blindly the method of Michae!

Venrris and Alice Kobar. The Pro Dravidian Scholars excepe Fr

Heras attempted to interpret the signs on the context of Dravidian

InguiIstcs. Fr. Heras tried to drriphtr the text on the basis of
Dravidian Vocabulary. Pro Vedic decipherers adopted both
uggestions of Alice Kobar - finding the phonetic value of Indus
signs with its relation with Brami script of Asokan Edices and
nding the words in Indus seal Text by adopting the languages
i Rgveda and Sutra literature. These pro-vedic decipherers are
guided by the preconceived notion about the language and form
of Indus and Brami signs. They did not experience any power
of intuition, the highest form of intellect and the highest science
or epistamology of old Saptarshi kula in Indus Valley. How ever
these Decipherers stood in the path towards the decipherment
of Indus Script. The shortest route to Indus Scripe is the Bramu
Scripr of Asokan rimes. Burt the pro-vedic scholar adopred the
external resemblance of the sign between Indus Scripe and Brami
Senpe of Asokan Edict. In the words of . Mahadevan “linking the
Indus and brami script on the basis of mere external uﬂﬂlﬂiﬂ_ﬂ "
methodologically unsound™®. The fundamental mistake comumitted
by Prof. $.R. Rao and Dr. Natwar Jha/Dre. N.S. Raja Ram is the
blind adoprion of vedic language and the external resemblance B
sgns i both Indus Seripeand Branu Seript wﬂw ARy km#h?f
of the Harappan Science and Philosophy behind the arigits _
5 | | ent Bharata Varsha)
2npr and language in Indus Valley U"““'_" ial discourse.
Even though they rejected some aspects of colont ive way: The
they are the true child of colonial Indology i 4 .

Indus Seripe-Decipheredor Undecipbered?
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emot .mynﬂnd.lnhﬂuﬁdhn.m
. ‘-'.1' the sub continent only in the middle
Mlennium B.C after the decline of the Harappaq
) -T ﬁwim approach o the colonial discourse
| 1 : .; n-Diravidian scholars are the champions of thi

h, wh ;Illﬂﬂl true child of colonial masters.
fahadevan and Asko Parpola believed in the divine mandar
-.;j_'_ji’ _ .-. discourse especially in the origin of Brami Scripe
relation with the Indus script. 1. Mahadevan says " There
NO attested intermediate forms to bridge’ the vast gap in time
stween the end of the Indus scripe before the middle of the second

jum BCE and the earliest Brami inscriprions in the 3¢
sentury BCE. There are more weighty reasons for not deriving the
brami script from the Indus Script™'”. I. Mahadevan revelaed the
‘historical fact thar there is as yet no artested intermediary forms o
fill the gap of time in between the Indus script and Brama Senpe. Bue

- @ﬁﬂ not ask genuine questions and search for other possibiline
~ to link the two without considering the long gap of nme. The grave
- mistakes on the part of |. Mahadevan and Asko Parpola are that
- Mﬁlﬂ.ﬂ too much importance to the wide gap of time and the
~ separate identity for two scripts on the context that Brami scrpt
originated in the 3" century B.C.E, from West Asian semits
scripts™ and Indus script is a variety of proto-Elamite scipt of 200
BCE". They are also the spokesmen of Dravidian supremasy ¢
the Harappan Civilization. 1. Mahadevan extends his suppo™ b
mﬂlﬂ: Asko Parpola established the I)ravidiin_aﬂ the bﬁ#":ﬁ
s - of Indus script by his interpretation of Indus Signs Phe i;"ﬁ: o
~ anew vedic language and a new vedic culture appeared o0

pwat
¢ Rusearc! o

i
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end of Harappan Civilization. These hiee
[ndology — a great barrier to the
The Colonial Indology

l !1{' I_'I{f]"iip_rl
deciphermen, of |

made a |.1.*=.IirIE
Prﬂll '.h.n'h{un m.'hnl-.u':: ;'|_nd I}I'n 'vﬂ{il' i :

objective that the settlement of coloniy]

tivey ufcﬂ]mliﬂ
Ndug Scrip,

jmpnn[ LI:]‘”'IT'I hr:-l h

holarg in the form of an

in favoy of either
ty and historjes]
debate reached in
Ha rappan culture

ni? ThiY Wk

o {h,-,;.-:hllsl1‘c1thci-: Dr:w:idi.:u'.u Harappan or Aryan Hﬂrappan_ The
nterpretation of Indus Signs by Asko Parpola or [ Mahedevan
including Russian and other Finnish scholars did not establish
firmly a Dravidian Harappan culture. The pro-vedic scholar did
aot establish a vedic or Aryan Harappan culture by their own
decipherment of Indus Script. I. Mahadevan and Asko Parpola
rejected the decipherment of Indus Script of Prof. S.R. Rao and Dr.
Narwar Jha and Dr. Raja Ram. The Russian Scholars characterized
the pro-vedic decipherment as ‘the Indian way of Decipherment!
At the same time the pro-vedic scholars did not accepr the pro-
Dravidian interpretations of Indus Signs.

dmnmr“
Dravidian or Aryan in the context ni'rfhfniri

linguistics. The Harappa-Vedic debates or Horse
g dffqm-ablc stage that the presence of Horse in
s Aryan and the absence of Horse is Dravidia

11

Who is the real Decipherer? Which is the convincing as well as
it sl dgciphermﬂﬂt of Indus script? The presence uﬂrht
present author (Prof. K.O. RAGHAVAN) in the pik ot [; 'J’:
Scripr Research from 1992 to 2005 opéned & DEw h?me: of
s neaed mechodology w th prolems o e e CPEEC
Indus script and the complete linguistic ey ‘i::l :liil-'t is 4 new
The bilingual approach towards Indus seal m:hfm of the absence of

Nscriptional approach as a solution to the p \ach of one sevipe
bilingual inger; ption in Indus Seripe. Thisnew

49
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rwo U ANEIAPCS CS stab Fnhr‘t the penetic |'ln|q

Ia
Aru { P ahmt of A & mL.:m F1Mmcs. ”"lt h'ﬁ‘ﬂ"ll !mpl .I ﬂrﬁ
madified form of Indus bram .llphjhen mhﬂeﬂ [L "d.,

iy the = al rext are I’hr 1 m’rﬂﬂnﬂm n[pﬂft M‘h
then difterent ornamental forms and are basic m %*q'

SIINE Are the ;mﬂm*l of thclmaglmtmn ofH" q"'al
Ppan -

MIXINg Indus Bram .I.l:phlbetl for the purpose of con

through the symbolic Wwﬁgumm "d’:'hl
The imaginative world of Harappan writers can be rec "‘i

by finding correct phonetic value of Indus bram, leh -
finding the proper words in the language of Indus S ey,
mwm&mmmhmﬂ
Mtﬁ:dhﬁshﬁmalplnbmandmmmm
“ﬁﬁﬁdhﬁhﬁhmﬁuﬂ:mh Alice Kely
@hMJﬁemmmn{[ﬁdmmq
on the '_.'_.-_.d-hmlmkmd:bmusmpmfmw
e discove d#mm&mmdmm&.ﬂ
0 nn&:roﬂcum:mdmd;m&:ﬂh-
ical philosophy behind the v o Logg

M discourse and its many theories and noves

ng the colonial terms like ‘Indus Scripe and I
Mﬂwdimhmdnncﬂmthc dexiphermes
Mngmﬂwpnnnpknfﬁlutwﬂ'
d of Michael Ventris* huu.tmnuthtsﬁﬂﬂﬂ
duhuurptdn‘bucdhugwmi“::
Rmhh;bmhm#mumubﬂmﬂﬂ
starshikula in che 4% Saprarshi yugs s

m of the Fathers and forefachers of <

N |




L.l.w.'!ni}-'.f and revelated kh‘-"‘WIEdHE of sae
1 . SOC]

Jhonetic script and |; :

e phonetic seript and language of Indus Seaf . . Geciphe,
jeciphered Indus brami script and tead
., I L
11.12.2005. My decipherment of Indus §

-r ecading of Indus Seal
[inguistic FEadiitg UUS ocal text are CONVine

(¢ opened to the lost world of Harappan w; F”phtrmmf
Seal Text. My decipherment inagurates 1 s ;“ij’slm the Indyg
knowledge of H.'lr;tpp:m culture and e Pfupl: ‘:; '-;-'E?’ with full
form 7000 B.C.E to 2000 B.C.E and the late Harap o Yoy

from 2000 B.C.E ro 1000 B.C.E that led to the rige u?::d:zm!}itiﬂn
Culrure,

My reading of Indus Seal text reveals the secret of the decl;
ine

and disintegration of Harappan culture from 1900 B.C.E to the
1700 B.C.E Indus Seal Text are the documents a -

i nd covenanrs
that closely related to the science and

philosophy of Hara
Saptarshi Kula, the cosmology and Astronomy and Star Calii’:;

collectively known as Brahman Vidh}r'a — the Knowledge of Braman
(North pole star) and Para Braman (the centre of Cosmos or Milky
Way), The Unicorn is the symbol of North Pole Star called Braman
and the Bull is the symbol of Centre of Cosmos known as Para
Brahman in Indus Seal Text called Burjapartra.
The problems of decipherment as told by previous scholars
and researchers are not at all the problems. The shortess of the
text, absence of bilingualism, variety of signs and letters are not the
problems for me to decipher Indus Script. Indus brami script ieselfisa
trilingual script — Trilinga or Telugu, the terms later adopred by o of
the daughters of Indus common language known as Barati =2 mixed
language of Dramila — Prakritam — samskritam in Indus Aﬁ 'ml- ¥
most refined speech out of Bharati was spoken by Eeesppan
“ame to be known as Varayan or Varyan or Arayan ot M"‘“;& s
% s Seal cum
[ have adopred a bllmguﬂl 3PP'mch wodndy dict were wrieten
,Ed’“' [ proved thar Indus Seal Text and Apokan B l;::t the method
" one script two languages. The alphabets are S 1
5
Indus 8¢ ript-Decipheredor Undeciphered?




of Art of writing 1s different in both texts wih ;
11n

years. Thi:,,- E:‘TP was f]“t‘d l‘.l':-,-‘ l‘ht‘: gfﬂft‘ﬂrign ﬂf " _H g"li: 0 1%

; : . tix.-

preserved the Indus brami script and Harappap, o 5 lag, "

i S : L n. i T

[hey later modified the Indus brami script for fhmfwmh“
; 1

: : . = 'y 4 e rltl
single direction from left to righe in Asokan Ed; Ngr o ity g
s Cts, My
The wide gap of time and the absence of 45, attested
: L0 |
forms are not at all a problem on the conrey: of t ’rmrmm%
¥ lin :

Indus brami alphabetic script from Indus Age to M, Chang,
alphabetic chart of Indus brami — Asokan Brahm; :::t;n age”
' t m-hi:&,r

myseht on the basis of Indus I?raml rOOt sign, four cardjpn,| . |
yoga signs, two kala chakra signs and differens Otnamenty] E:’-Eﬂ.s oy
alphabets consists of five Indus brami vowels and 25 , T
tour madhyamas and four ooshmakkal. It is highly J{n-mTL.;

phonetic script of Harappan saptharshi Kula to record :l::je DF!&
secret knowledge in the fields of Astronomy Cosmology .mrdmssﬂ
Calendar. The discovery of Indus brami alphabets pr:twed u.::
concrete evidence in Indus Seal Text that the bram; script was ful
developed as a written script in Indus valley in the 5 millemiu
B.C. The term Asokan Brahmi' is replaced with 'Indus brami o
Ibrami’ Script. The alphabetic chart made by Prof. S. R. Rao and
later modified by Dr. Natwar Jha and Dr. N.S. Rajaram on the
basis of mere external resemblance between Indus sign and Asokas
Brahmi sign is invalid except seven correct letters in their chart™. My
alphabetic chart is valid and prove thar Indus brami and brami s
of Asokan times are one and the same. The difference between ¢
two is only in the method of writing that the edict writers did 1ot
the Indus brami basic signs and compound signs bur used only pur
alphabets and simple mixed signs. The Harappan Seal maker ‘MT
Pl*ﬂﬁlstl}" I:hu: bm signs Eﬂd cnrnpuund Sigm.; 15 w-:'H as r-rtL,lrn;Tu:l
designs of alphabets but rarely recorded the classical [ndus [Ehr
alphabers, Harappan writers did not repeat the same lecter A%

3
i C eame |ette
same word in a texe bur the Edict writers repeated the 347

iRt
SEaHfH—iL]L

_— |
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].u-l,‘J. A I.r‘L y ! i t “! r”\"fﬁ I |
il.ll-_"l‘- n'l] II'I 1 F 1‘ rtq i ' ' ?

{ sl ‘I'u'-u'll-..]” \'fl"l']ﬂﬂ, in '!'"‘ li'!”."-rrn

| ian '.F*}"'--'l”“‘l in I.'f'li‘ Mf‘g.ﬂlllm gmfﬁn in p..

"'I'!"-F'nrql l,'l-

fl]rfi
:II'Il;’n_t Jﬁ“,t of -y ‘H l.‘ll
|
lassical Indyse beas n
i ni 'llph-lhrl'ﬂ n i&
military discipline had been seen in t} ™
. £ Met
{ Seal writing. A 1!1g|1|}' "I“'rl"r'!'d. dis{'lhlmfd re . -
|  reg)
rncipled, phonetic script = Indus brami y
sy side in both Hand writing and seal writing traditions. A
wholar m a highly disciplined school can read and wrice
“According to B.B. Lal eighty nine percent of the Megaliehie
swmbols go back to the chalcolithic- Harappan times: conversels

eighty hive percent of Harappan chalcolithic symbols continged
down to the megalithic times.”

cered this athinity in his study of

14 e case ‘.‘li |h|"l

mented and
- had heen EXisted side

trimned

Indus Seal Texts. This is one of the reasons for the absence of
bilingual inscriptions in connection with contemporary writing in
Eurasia. Indus brami is the first and oldest scripe of mankind based
upon a scientific cosmological philosophy known as Beahman Vidhya.
The term Ibrami is the oldest Dramila term for script and language
of Indus people during the pre-Harappan times — Bramu is the i:H
Baran term and Brahmi is the Mature Harappan Bharati term in it five
ousand years of linguistic evolution from 7000 BCE to 2000 BCE.
Now the time has come to answer the question whether Indus

I . and the
ntext thar he failed to Iiitﬂﬁﬁ' the correct onds :r:?:l' i the
werying language and the correct order of the Sedd

S ect magter of the
dlru-liuwrvﬂhtm'd}'mwd‘w hhﬁ'““‘

people of Ine :
X1 that the Astronomy and Calendar ﬂﬂh:iui Seal Text by M‘.

| he dﬁlPhrrmznt and Reading of 8 Mw -

wrong
K. Rao IS wrong on the context of the 54

W Seript-Decipheredor UHJMP"‘"&



Indus and brahmi signs and the tdopt
vy 1On

well A8 [IH;' \'n.'!'unﬂ Lil"t'l_'i'tjl_nn,-l [\ !{, e l'|'||_' Bved;
; 4 L 18] Y

- Asokan Brahmi rrl.umn:ahll'r and his PPOMter of

rll"lp'rfr,h || :

P”rl!"' of the P

At culming
J ; l't"rl ki
Brahimi Script is baseless and ahistoricy] |

The decipherment and Hmding of Ind
scholars Dr. Natwar Jha/Dr, N.S. R

as a phonetic script is correct, FHis th [nd

Script rhnugh three stages th
' the

us Seql -

J:j'lr'ln.l' IE-"I' -Ij?-: T -
context that they adopted the alphabetic chart . ;. - %
Rao without any knowledge of the Science 114 phi  Prof 4

LLELE G Ty T .
gl "

script and language of Indus people. The selections of ... |
as the historical, linguistic and semantic contex: for Indug Ny
totally wrong. L'hey presented a non-historical 5

context for |

Script without considering the 5000 years of Harappan Arch _,,::
and the late Harappan post Harappan Vedic culrure. They

‘uni as Eka Sringa is a childlike picture reading.
The interpretations of [.Mahadevan and Asko Parpols 1w
as Russian and other Finnish scholars are totally invalid. They b
fa.iled_m find the Phﬂﬂﬂtif-‘ value of the Singh' sign in I:uu.».. Scrpe
mm&ﬁﬂdon ﬂfthﬂ Iﬂgﬂ Sign .;I,S.J;]r 5ign_ }lrl.'l.lﬂ.lt'&'..l. _-.j_g!‘l,_""{..l.l' ar
mthﬁhﬁlﬁ of piﬂtﬂrial shapes of sign is baseless. [he .mtr.'fj.*ﬁ‘-l“
dmm and rext are tﬂl:a.uy invalid like the blind men -;.m-:
the elephant. The so called Jar sign is not ac all 2 ogo sige
instead it is purely a phonetic sign with value of Nao N b
| Th | incing decipherment, according to the ¢ o
- e convincing p e £ chet
I, Mahadevan, depends upon the Identilk g
M'ﬂjﬂ Df Indm Eign .'l.lld the correct hl':dmt, .
w behind the Indus Script. This s th e aa he
of the present author who dt:l:iPllercd Indus S '1: ol e iﬂ#w’
the genetic relationship berween [ndus brami ’1“."*“ [lpgait H‘Juﬂ
Asokan times. | have discovered the common S e & e

‘common language — Barati — in Indus Seal Text i

k'fm.

I whis
¢ wondertul #5

ortnar B¥°

A
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supported by the text of Indug ge

ccrip! and language of old Saptarsh; —
complete linguistic rn:.h“ng of Indusg Seql Texe |
ol che [(v&r world of | I.u'.lpp;m 5'.1|‘.‘tl'.1!"3i|1|' ¥ o

'h..-llrﬁ El_'ii!:l' 11 t!!{_" i;_{:lql_l Iitlhﬁrt'

e Dhamma or Dharma Lipi of HJI‘-‘lPP'tn civiliz:;rr" g L *
: lon
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ABSTRACT

The Indian National Army (INA) which left a legendry mark in the
history of India’s freedom struggle through its organizational skill, unity,
faith and sacrifices. INA put up a revolutionary movement abroad
for achieving India’s freedom. INA was 2 popular movement than the
exclusive contribution of its leaders. Providing over emphasis ro the
leaders the micro level study of such movements was largely ignored.

The present paper tries to explore a general description of the
social participation of Keralites in INA. Kerala was second to Tamul
Nadu in the number of INA work force mustered from South India.
Several causative factors in and abroad made the influx of Keralites in
this organisarion. 3

As a paradox the heroic and adventurous role of the INA AT
from Kerala in general Malabar in particular is not propeely Wmdﬁluﬂﬂ
by the historians. Every movement has its own mm. mF.Pﬂ m che
was not exempred from the same. Due weightage io history

pte » have been

actual masses behind INA activities in Kerala seem &

neglected by scholars on INA.
57
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shackles of slavery of mother India. The INA soldiers offered thes

lhe St l'l-h".'i-' for mdrppm!rnrf 15 lht Prnmim“t 'E'hq.

B I a i -.Irr-' L

history ol ‘\111-111"[“ h'hil;l- 11“? ﬁ-ﬂgﬂ. ﬂr thf frrtdrm‘i In
14 41

. with « ountless sad rifices, individual and coll,, e
i : Clive
—— r...,hu-mn’i v resist the might of the most powef, | |
i m re

the world Srarted as a mild attempt, the movement L LLTTT 1I:11 ]
Jimensions and finally became a Very potent revolution, o

The history of [ndia’s freedom struggle was unique in o),
that it was conducted simultaneously on two front, one wil,
country which aimed at achieving liberty largely by non-viclen, .,.L,:
and the other that took up the cause though on a limited swale 1,
armed revolution with the help of many foreign powers. The [y,
National (INA) was one amon in the second front.

*

The INA which playcd a very prominent role in Indias freedos

movement was a body of selfless crusaders determined to break de

gorg

life blood for the noble purpose of ending the alien rule in India,
The pltﬂ-'ﬂt paper would test thar INA was more a popuis
movement than the exclusive contribution of its leaders. By gvng
Hw Lo the leaders of the movement, social parnapaned
is largely ignored. This paper cries to look at the influence of IN&
‘on the common Pﬂ?Plt g:m:rﬂlly in Kerala p.'lrri».‘u!.lrh i Mlalabe
Ivis tried to establish that without the selfless and dedicates
contribution made by this adventurous patriots, progras ne
of INA would not have reached at the grass root level. For ¢
approach the prereat paper 15 largely indebr to the ‘Subaleer® :‘

Jﬂﬂm thar tries to consider the spontaneous support &
masses in the mjking of great movenments.

TTLLL v

It is estimated that about thirty lakhs Indians “'“; ”h_' o

the Bast and South East Asian countries on che eve of ¢ h o
L el
World War, Majority of them had reached there W

v (i

employment. Ninety percentage of them sincerely suPt"
and joined the INA activities.
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B

Pmph_‘ from difterent Pares of |;
majority of them were the Sik}y, I
givilians recruits to the INA numbe
were from South India, Oy

1dia had J0ined
rom p

ring ab
x of l'hl.‘n'l. and Were
Malayalees. According to one official Statement 2,174 1A activi :
were Keralites. Bur unofficial sources indicage higher numbey. 5

Maximum number of the INA ACtiviges of Kerala Were
m the Thiruua:mnrhapuram. Kollam and M.
Otficially, one thousand one hungd

red of the tora] 2,1
hiruvanathapuram. In Thiruv:mathapumm the

mainly from region like Chirayinkeezh,
Vakkom, Mayyanad etc, Nine hundred o
Chirayinkeezh taluk only. With the
pday characterised as an' INA Colo
A large number of the INA 1c
Anchalanmood, Perinad, Kundara e
$tood in the second place after Thiry
umber of INA freedom fighters o

hird place. The main centres of th
fere Kannur,

the INA still
Unjab. Bur th, bulk of

our rllirt}' five
abou fifteen thous

abar region,
74 were From

y hailed from
Varkala, Kadakkavy K,

ut of them bt:hmged to
resulc Chirayinkeezh js even
ny in India’

tivists hailed from Paravur,
te. of Kollam districe. Kollam
vanathapuram in the maximum
f Kerala, Malabar stood in the

¢ INA acrivises from Malabar
Kozhikode, Wayanad, Malappuram, and Palakkad.
mong Kannur was the main centre. A few had joined from Thrisur,
g lam, Pathanamthitra, Kottayam and Alappuzha also.

Some causative factors could be pointed out for the influx
Keralites in large numbers to the East and South East Asian
tries. They are:

* Settlement of the British at Anjengo

*  Establishment of a British Naval Base in Singapore that
needed unskilled manpower. e 09
The prevailing social and economic armﬂfﬁPt"’ W-mdb:;:r:!.
Existence of various Indian organizations in I:a:fl -IE : s
East Asia and involvement of many Malayalees in ;1 t;g;m!m
Problems of unem ployment, poverty and famine
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}?Jhen Japan conquered Singapore Naval Bag,
during the Second World War, a large number of ?f the g,
(Pow's) were Keralites. Out of these Pow's Moh Prisonery o
the first INA. It was in the same time the India:; Singh W
was formed by a Keralite, N.Raghavan as a sec V313 Iy
of INA. Majority members of this nrganizatin:f nrgani%
When Netaji formed in Indian Legion as a WE!;[;:EFE Knr:!iul
INA at Berlin in Germany several Keralites I;gd T:’Hnguatdu[
major section of these Keralites were the Indian pﬂi{:’j‘.ﬁd It The
Germany from its North African campaign. * Capturedfy
Trht‘t freedom movement in Malabar in fact had a hup
beginning though it had some adherence to the Indian Kat-n;
Cnn+g.rf:53 (INC) when it was formed in 1885. lndiv;dul',
participation was the rank of the freedom movement in Malsba
during the early days of the National movement. INC irself i
become a popular movement encompassing the whole of Indiaant
the different section of the society only after during the' Gandhin
Era of the Indian National movement. The book and monogrf®
written on the history of the freedom movement . Malabar a5 %
as on Kerala have not given prosy reference to the role played ™

the individual freedom fighters of Malabar who wet¢ o ffiliared ®

¢ the pmgrlmﬂ'ﬂ‘":
;1}‘111 |ike o4
f che

che INA. However it is not possible to portrai
of all these freedom fighters individually in 2 monogrp!
et BT i

Soa general description <bout the common chat:lL[Lr15'11‘-5
part'ldpatiﬂn is attempted. i it
Many of the INA freedom fighters of Malabar Wet¢ not W

; . hase
: ir early P o
o during thetf €0 5 emt®

yl 6

in any type of anti-colonial serugg
The most important reason for chis was
was centered qround towns and citie

1930's. It was not possible for the INC © organiz
of the rural areas- Those

renants and workers Jlit
.1 i
d social ineq® 3

qware of the unemployment an

" GE
cg CoLLE
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the programme of emancipation of slave

. 8, ﬁ'ﬂ-".,l_('rqh
I
MOvements, | he n'l-l]‘ﬂl“'}" nd

|r in MJ'JEur

4 Niew w_]i'l_

€8 of the ma
ere basic ally joby gee

of the 10b wrking process in Soutk Fast
_ ) Y Were Aftracred

to the course of freedom struggle of thei

they joined the INA and its associated o

fully committed volunteers of the of

“,. I'hl‘ I'Il{'l_'].lq .

”Fl'llf]'-lflr
] ‘1 |'||"WFI"I'I | i y
P'“T.-n AT ey L "}J"H flmt oLt

Bur when we ,m.ﬂ}'::r the ACTivit]

0ory .
anderstand that t?w}' W 1OFY: we can

| In rh-'11" Cofrge

rganizations they became

_ ganization and were re
sacrifice their life for the emancipation of

When the fear of the Second Worl
ife in Malabar also had been diffi

lost of them between the age of eighteen to thirey. They were
pared to do any menial jobs as their only aim was to get out their
werty, which itself was a creation of the foreign rule.

Once they reached South East Asia they all got different eypes
employment in shops, plantations, transportations, mines ctc.
d some others started small shops and other establishments. In
ort all of them found their livelihood by migrating to South Fast

1an countries.

Most of the Malabar narives of INA activists sumd_their [1‘:4:\
ireer as sepoys in the various Guerilla Regiments of 'h"f ”:A;
the course of their active work many of th#“.‘ p Nl“- IJ;L
1er posts like Havildar, Naik, Lance Naik, I,lru:"t;ilr.l.: ::h
g¢ number of the natives from M;]:hli‘_“f""' "—'.“r“ :u which
d Hind Dal. Azad Hind Dal was INAs cw't[!'d.ft::m:‘ﬂrmmw
envisaged by Netaj s che pose war rehabltacon Py
the emancipated territories of India. A slﬂ:q;:‘ Base Hospiral n
' Malabar had worked as male nurse HLI | gre
apore. Several people from Malabar hast g wed INA. A few

hey joi
- NP INA and later thel
the financial fund of the Rani of Jhanst Reg

M”Mm

ady to
their mother country,

d War was spreading, che
cult especially for the young men.

itala women has juin:d

Subaltern Perspectives in Kerula with (i




| | ||- glim} ."'H*'""“j“'“ha“' g natiw. ﬂf Milah
] . n.!'II-, il ol A _ o R iT,-
eadership O LA e INA aceivists had Become mep

11 Sena a special agency of INA 11 T of
Thigyg

i1d Army 98 Ba , _ v
_ ve training tn Nation servin

""\-\.-. L | LA |||| HLL "l' tl‘ !"‘ 3 E gfﬁt chtld

: VeALrS.

by ApN ol 1‘|:.1l1| o
. attempt is made a general d,,
I "

. In thi h\n‘?“nm}: }hl}{t‘.ﬁ an l
INA freedom fighters. Kerala has a tigne o :
the ¢

.I-I'l:il :|1l'-

hiul life of many of her children for

= INA. }.;‘l.r.ﬁa was ﬂn!'f ﬁccﬂnd Lo “imﬂnadu in thr, “'-lmh&

of INA workers mustered from South India. Only a few of e

In the context of their rehabilitation after reri

Jlso Keralite INA workers are the largest in the list of recipienty
s, both from Central and State Governmes,

of pensionery benefi
It is quite natural that one would wonder why there uy

considerable representation of Keralites in the INA when compared
+o other states of India especially when Kerala's total represencarion
in the national movement was comparatively less. The rigid case
system, large scale unemployment, poverty and disintegration o
agriculure led to large scale migration of Kerala work force o the
poten industrial centers in East and South East Asia, Natusaly
they had first hand opportunity to get associated with the India
revolutionary movements abroad. It is a fact that most of them wer
‘not activists in the national movement prior to their depar®s
R ECY Wete transformed as freedom ﬁghn:rs under the pecuil
BENEwmstances developed by various international and [ndid
p -'._:'_-:'i_’f European colonialism
N i ely, l;h: heroic and adventurer rol
. ﬁﬂﬂ Kerala in Eﬁﬂtrﬂ Malabar in p:lrtiu:ul.lr is 1ot wa.ﬁﬂ
: ciat bydﬂ mnm‘ No movement can ﬂnurﬁh and sues
without popular base. This was the case with the INA

<acrihcong the yout

SUPVIVE l:-:}d..’l}'.

e uf Eh;:' 1"‘{
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.F y of Fractal Dimension of

~ Certain Leaf Shapes

*

Rubeena K', Rajan Nambiar A’

Rubeena K completed her M.Sc. (Physics)
e hﬁ_*l&hﬂuum Associate Professor in Depe. of Phyucs
Gove. Arts & Science College, Kozhikode, 673 018, Kerala, Indi

T ! rubeenakotta@gmail.com - * rajannambrarab ] @gmal.com

“Yractal dimension is a dynamically developing powerful was
i e fields. In this paper, an analysis of fractal dimenses
of different locally found leaf shapes is presented. Arrempes 14
peen made to characterize the irregular shapes of leaves usid "i’
pt of fracral geometry with MATLAB as a plattorm. The oo
nteger dimensions of leaves, one of the important parameten®
r hm found out using matlab programs. Bax Coust#$ § .
o “‘ Perimeter method are the two different e B
employed to estimate the fractal dimension of leaves. S8
und 1o have a fractal dimension close to 1 (10 0% '::'..
q- 220) , while leaves composed of many leat "“'w o
o :__hnﬂmdmmz(in:tnpmmﬂw#
g For each leaf thus fractal dimension :41 o
lidean dimensions 1 and 2 according to how ™

= .
- .0



Fractal dimension as a meagyre of lea

yjpelography, morphomerric studies
ification], even though it ¢

i “Omplexity is useful
and autom
annot be 3de
particular species The paper also revie
ificial fractals on compute

ated pl:mt

quately applied ro
W I‘h{' h:'f-:'u quenrmhﬂﬂ

| r using ﬂﬂrrrsh-y'sﬁ:rmctﬁsm of iterative
o system, 1ES. Compared to arrgﬁrmf_,"rm-mh. natural fraceals
ot truly fractals or are fraceals within limits since the ]glfi(
¢ hierarchical structure and have a limited number of :mgeq

of a fraca] object.

if-similarity, another characreristic

lot of interesting Properties including

] rnffﬂrity. There are fractals constructed marhemaricai]}'

1as Canror set, Koch curve, Sierpinkigasket etc. While these
lematical objects show self-similarity up to infinite step, the
Iral objects like snow flake, cauli flower,coastline, galaxies,
1s, certain leaves(fern etc.), feathers, sponge, human lungs,
ies etc., show self-similarity only to finice step.

this work we determine the fractal dimension of different

plexity. This may be useful inampelography, morphometric
and automated plant idenrification, even though it cannot be
itely applied to some particular species|5).Fractal dimension
rned out to be a powerful tool. The calculation u.ffx_'act;ll
Nsion is an important way to classify objects that i.‘.xl'libll: fractal
Acteristics. There are several possible ways HFI“‘““”""“S ';:"-'

il dimension of the given patrern, no method being a‘-lfpt‘t‘mf r

-' . : als all these dimensions

rposes. Although for some classical fractals

Dincide, in general they are not equivalent.
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Fractal dimesions

Mathematically, a fracta] s 4 set of poiy,
s Whns; L

N = 1 S - o

EXCE IF.:CL Its tﬂpﬂlﬂglfﬂl dlfﬂtns:ﬂn.TgPﬂlogi X Facy|
o & t: I

to the standard thtuitive definition £ -dlm“

dimension is also referred to as Thicime

: Hausdorf o
Mandelbrot's dcﬁnitic:-n[ﬁ] 18 that th;T- o
dimension should exceed the geometr; ausdorff B
implies a fraction, there i howeve
the first numerical estimates of frac
the box-counting method. One reason for the popyly u:!t

f!r' L8, E‘

Counting algorithm is that it i easy to implement, A
: ; . : ¥
frame work oFbe-munnng dimension can be explained

0Dt

f:'."!j]'-_w |
35 folloy

Let (X, d) denotes a complete metric Space, and A e {7(¥] bes
empty compact subser of X, Let e, B{.t.E] denote the ﬂmc.f‘y‘:
radius € and centre at v e X . N (A, € ) be the least numbe: ok dad
ball of radius € needed ro cover the set A.

The set A has fractal dimension D if

N(A,e)=Ce " for some positive constant C.

inN(A.g)=InC—Dine

D: fnN(A, El}_— inC
E’n( —}
£

inC
" approaches 0.
as £—0, ( | PP

n

E

If {D=lim ff(‘”{’:*}) i
[5)

'-'--!“
i‘n

F oo

L

o gian OF A" |
exists, then D is the fractal dimens ¥
]

. "H’-F-"""-r‘
s L"E (J"‘Ir
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Wo diﬂ}:renr Il'll."l'l'll'lll.‘].‘-i- WEre used to ¢

of leaves.
1} The box count

Jllf ”IJ
fe T'U‘ I'rm tal |!Il1'|r
T'l'n.l'fl-'l

g method.
21 Perimeter method.

IMATING FRACTAL DIMENS N OFTHE LEA g3y, PES

BOX COUNTING MET] 1OD

box munn.ng n?r:thm{. actual leaves were Phiilmgmphg
ge were resized into square Images with lengths being
nging from 256 to 1024 pixels. This allows for the 5q
be equally divided into four quadrants and each s,

adrant can be divided into foyr
Mgc was converted to grey scale

pary image, where leaves were v
sity

hf Ir‘.-_f
4 Power of

Udre IMage

quadrzntﬂ and 50 On. T]‘tc ;::ﬂuu:
which was th resholdedro creare

epresented by black pixels.
of greyness for each pixel was determined to be greater

2 specified threshold, creating the binary black and whice
ge. The image was divided into a grid of square sub images or

of fixed length d' and the number of boyes containing image
b counted. This was repeared for a range of values of d, then 2
1 was plotred as narural |ﬂ£ of (number of boxes) versus nacural
Of (pixel size of box). The Fractal dimension was determined by
ing the slope of the best fit line for the plotted poines.

£

Phics and Result

; N .. The colour
- aves like Ferns.
£ounting merhod was used on leave

i
{ ro grey s
. : . en converiey
£ was resized to 512 x 512 and th 1 threshold of 160,

er than 160 the péxe!
ise the pixel bevame

' — with
I8 converted ro binary image

ing that if che pixel had a grey vflllf ﬂ;’f::‘
i lﬂ.'.u |-£ Lr thigumf lh:_' l.-';ltlu‘ u' ﬂ, ahe ,

0oy
g - ‘Sha
Fractal L himension of Certain Leaf doipes
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e 1s listed in appendix A. Resules for two
COIC 15 4]

he first column of "boxes’ 18 the re

10
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s of all
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st fit line
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WallCS
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Pixel info: (X, Y) BW
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In (boxes) vs In {pixgl

g ) length)

—
—

-

—

% 58 i 15 L ; : =

Fractal dimension is 1.7430

PERIMETER METHOD

Here the size of image was not changed to any specific
measurement. The images were converted into binary outline
images, where the outline of the leaf was a white pixel and all other
pixels were black. An edge detector and boundary maker were used
0 create an image that is completely black with white outline. Witch

anoted pixel location outlining the leaf, culers of standard measure
d the distance between

the Pcrimﬂl!r. The last
calculared as above or
cween the last x away
umu.laﬁﬂﬂ

vere created by locating pixels x’ apart an
tese pixels was accumulated to determine
listance that closed the outline was either
Vas derermined by finding the distance be
POInt and the first point used and added t th:;cc
“stince to determine the perimetet. Mandelbrt . are of the S0P
‘Mension, D to be an inverse of |
a line given in the Equaﬁﬂ“'[ﬁ}

g[."u’.l]=l:l—ﬂ]1.ugﬂ.+h -

iy of Fractal Dimension of Certain L‘gcs;;npﬁ




h |

. curve segment or rulers and N ¢ 1)
: \ 15

Where s th y
lainath of the curve. | 1=12) 18 the -“I”']"r of the 1I.I‘I.t‘.lI'1‘|l-r f '€ toy
i 9 r LIT¢ ”
e Sion 18 found by subtracting the .v.ln-lu.; of line o ] Prse.
L | . : ]I
- determine the fractal dimension of leaf, the
R L) [ rl-i'||”

Y versus the natural I“E {ETI?]."P .,".!:21:} were P]“Ttg- 1 _
found and subtracted from 1.  Slone

rimeten

\ 1 1 .
Jdhe best hit line Was

Ldak

'-'.ir'.lp’i‘lin.‘.'i and Result

Derimeter method was used on simple leaves found on plane A,

plotting the outline of the leaf, locate a pixel on the outline by .
the outline higure and pixel information obtained by E‘L"Uﬂir?.'-'-i;':l-:
on the oudine. A pixel which was found to have a value of 1, whis
pixel was on the outline. The point selected is noted in blue and e
outline is traced in green westward from the initial point, indicatmg

continuous pixels identified as part of outline

Original Image Grayscale Image

i N

i 4

Thﬂ ﬂut“nt Pixﬂ'lﬁ Are !I,n a F! w 1 &rr;:?‘ “,-lun.“: qtn i5 '.11.; L L

points, pixels used ro make the outline of the |

points are the same, to enclose the leat. The ruler is set T Al
such thar distance from the first point to the 515t point 5+ l:.,..
The 515t point becomes the initial point and the distantt % :
'Lning! F“i“t to ll’h‘ 515t I-'";'"'“ {I-t'-. 1001 st }mn'il n the 01 l'glull.l-"ll“ |
calculated and so on. All these distances are accurmulate
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point is not the last point on the |is; the d
| . ] L |"1|

- Ance berwe
tial point is found and added to the Wi

A Hll‘nll:.ﬂl."ii IHL
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Ourline of |, al

Pixel info (X, Y) BW

In (distance) vs In (lambda)
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dimension is 1.0465

; | ' " 81 ile column
lumn one of ‘dara, contains the ruler’ sizes, wh g
ng such rulers. [he In ¢

The slope of the best

cral dimension. .

tains the perimeter of the leal usi
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d . W -'J
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' : wi
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FRACTAL GENERATION

Using the method of Irerated Function System f”ﬁ}[

v can be generated by numerical COMpu e, r

;ltr;d
geome 5.
frmw.l”ﬂ{ shapes which resembles some natural n'bjl?{'t;. N Uiy
= re g
"

u'ﬂhﬂlll any ]11“1'](‘1115[11['.31 dEfﬂ”S.[?]

4.
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INTERPRETATION OF RESULT

A simple leaf has a fracral dimension close to the 1-dimension
while a fern composed of many leaf lets would be close
2-dimension. A fractal curve will have a dimension between on
and two, depending on how much space it takes up as it twiss
and curves. The more the flat fractal fills a plane, the closer®
approaches two dimensions. The choice of the threshold isver!
crucial; setting a large threshold (~200) will resule in an answe L
exactly 2.The rough shape revealed at one length scale bears 0%
an approximate resemblance to that at another, but the length
being used is not apparent just by looking at the ::Iulpt‘--'“'[*"""_‘“;
there are both upper and lower limits ro the size range 0% “"L";
fractals in narure are indeed fractal. Above and below th¥ ='N!;:.
the Ihapl!i are either rough (but not self-similar) or smodt

other words, conventionally Euclidean., A
. 'I:hc approximations employed will suffer the effects ‘l.ufl-“

noise and limited fracrali ty of most natural objects ike let®

poH ot
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Gwami Nirmalananda: Initiator
Ramakrishna Movement in Keraly
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K Sreelatha

Dept. of History, The Zamorins Guruvayurappan College, Kozhikode-14

ABSTRACT

Swami Nirmalananda was a pioneer in popularising Sri Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa’s teachings in Kerala. The first Ashrama of 'L:'rr!
Ramakrishna was ser up by him in Kerala. He u::er:ich.hfl
Ramakrishna's message to the masses. He proved the truth r‘-'!‘ he
dictum “practice is more effective than mere teaching. Ir was gl
Nirmalananda who spiritually awakened South India, Kf:rlili i
particular, with the life-giving message of Neo-Vedanta. His st}
in Kerala was brief; he arrained Samadhi at Niranjan th:];
Ottapalam in 1938, But he could accomplish much more than W
fiery oratory or uprising could achieve. ]
Towards the last quarter of the Nineteenth Century Kerald “iﬂfwf |
a profound awakening which expressed itself in a number of b:u-{'ﬂl
religious reform movements, militant inspirit but on the whole 4 1‘*4‘; 4
and non - violent in action. The all India Hindu reform umx--:mf":m.l
by such organisations as the Ramakrishna mission, The -11““]&‘:‘:%
Society and the Arya Samaj helped to create in the minds of th¢
of Kerala too a keen awareness of the evils of the caste syst™
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pyad partis ularly caught up with the «

l‘\ Cchna movement which had produced 3 4

- ol 118 80 1!‘1}'. '”‘Ilr' liliﬁiltlri wwh i”

Pirit of []-"
Ceper lmPiH.'l.'
Propagand,
Hing social
ls Promoting

was the visit of
| his comment ON caste -

rvranny .Il'l:i Ifrs Pr“ﬂr*‘"”"r “f i
ng the masses went a long way towar,

¢ wanonalism in Kerala in a silent way. It

L snanda to Kerala in 1892 ane

Cerala as a Tunatic asylum’ which roused widespread INterest
s state in the activities of the Ramakrishna mission 2
. cearch for the discovery of the roots of the Ramakrishng
¢ n Kerala will take us to the majestic presence and the
wacnctic personaiity of Tulasi Maharaj, Swami Nirmalananda
hose dedicated missionary work for the spiritual aw:kmmg of
erala, for over a quarter of a century has taken us to chis rank of
cellence second only to that of Bengal.’Swami Nirmalananda
as the pioneer of Ramakrishna movement in Kerala, and he who
k us 1o Guru Maharaj and made us members of the grear and
wing family of Sri Ramakrishna.*
s>wami Nirmalananda was born in Calcutra on the 23™ of
ember 1863 in the'Dutt’ family of the kayastha community
s parents were Debnath Dutra and Takamani.* He was given
name Tulasicharan’ as it was believed that he was boen as the
ot hus mother’s worship of the sacred Tulasi. Even as a young
he showed signs of a good natured, yet masterful personalicy
spinitual hero that he was destined to become in L“" o
became 3 student of Calcutta University in 1881 ner PG
» | i ion o was abous this e
¢ Examination with Distinction. |
# had the great good fortune of meeting Sei
hahamsa for the first time. him 45 s
’"""'1 alterwards Sri Hatlllkfiihﬂl mw“dﬁ
Ater the Samadhi of Sri W -*W

l:.h!',“h

> all oyey India, ;prth.’u‘l' st dhu e

. —_——
H“mu!uu..mdd; Initsator Hﬂw

‘




His ability as an organiser and reacher of Vedants ime.

Assistant Secrerary of Belur Math. From 1903 to 1906 ﬂ” "
of his missionary work was Newyork in America and he wag ¢l
back ro India “for the regeneration of the Motherland"’ B
In 1909 Swami Nirmalananda took the charge of Bangilo, |
Ashram. He succeeded in establishing eighteen Ashramas in
South, of these sixteen Were i Kerala. They were founded a5 parof
the project organised under the name of “ The Ramakrishna Kerds
Mission Bangalore'. The first Ramakrishna Ashrama was founded
in Haripad in 19138 Most of the Ashramas were in remote areis
He was unfamiliar with the language and customs of the people and
often he had to gravel by carts and country boats and make it even
on foot inorder to reach out to the people in remote villages.”
Kerala was steeped in Superstition. Orthodoxy and Castessm
when he started his missionary Lctivities here. For example, I 1913
when the first Ramakrishna Ashram was opened at Hmpii--l'-
was celebrared with due religious ceremony and solemnity Al
devotees irrespective of caste were Allowed to worship 3t the o
temple of Ramakrishna. The equal treatment which the 50 "'l!hr-l.
lower caste people provoked the"Savarnas’ of the place. For mﬁ_;:*.:j.}
the Harijans as couchables, some of the inmates of the ﬁhr:{;
were stoned and manhandled by them. On another "'"'*"*“f:m-._
large gathering, withour any distinction of caste me . G
participated in the ‘misrabhojana’ or interdining-” Thus ¥ 3
under the leadership of Swami Nirnml;m:md-.t ghat et ’

T ey
L hnaaat ) : L aaain
a public occasion took place in Kerala for the Rrst time ™ fird

.

3 & [ w8 [ ! fl:"- i)
In the words of Swam blddhumthmmnd-‘ . v

" l‘.‘ 5
batch had finished the leaves were to be removed, Pt tf
wh!
¥
m - “{"H- J
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.-1‘;:'-"1 tor it El'fll."ql'l.i o 'l..ln..'ﬂjl( h*""-:lllﬁr 4” klnli‘ ' l
5 0y AL ra

ifp P‘rl' il

. i

nse. The obseryane .
ton and |
al devotees of Hha
st 1 have no caste, but you shoyl

d caten there. There was a sense of Suspe

Cwam! Nirmalananda grasped the st

103 He said ] |'||‘}' are ;,-,“
gvan, | ¥m fh'"_

' ”:I.-. |'-:
bat or two then there was a rush h‘f one and 3|
th [l".| & (Nc H[Tl‘lkt‘, I}l" l‘fl,"lkf "11.: l"‘-{khﬂn{" {‘{ [h

- € Age old dtrnnn
ste” 1hat was the first mortal blow on the ¢

tadel of caste.
" The first blow was struck by Swami Nirmalananda, 2 child of

Ramakrishna and co - disciple of Swami Vivekananda Swamy
i 2 truc disciple of Sri Ramakrishna believed in the Godliness
san. He saw God in every humﬂnbeing whether high born or
castes. Such a belief was alien to Kerala in the 19" century
Prabudha Keralam the monthly organ of the mission in Malayalam
| founded by Swami Nirmalananda on the Vijayadashami
s 1915.1% It contribured to a new thinking in Kerala. Swami
malananda broughr his followers from the ”“'_'“" parts
rala rogether. Devotees from Otrapalam were invited o
- mpummmﬂpﬁmﬁmmw‘ﬁi 4
s

@ long before the p{lliric.ll leaders began to dream M

) . oke the back of the demon
is silent crusade with which he broke .

e full chroated apprecian®
te in Kerala not only invited warm e kali, bu ke
y men like Sree Narayana Guru and AyY

the way for the historic Temple Entry p"’f‘lm the expert
' 15 Gwamijl was !

- -“‘"h,
. gsylum ot
nﬂ“ﬂuﬂhﬁh'kk#

2 of Travancore in 1936 .
sent by Guru Maharaj o thcl ':lpu
i Nirmalananda was pr imarty e # the hase?

: ¢ he
d in H}Jiriluahilll and th;n"luﬂ:!hwﬂﬂ Tl The

o .
change which came about in d j che cnnre

encomy
ich he created lpr:;d and

sociery.
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Study of A Biologically Active
Pyrazolin-5-One

B B S R R B bk 8 ot - e

S Jayasree
sare Professor, Depr. of Chemistry, Gove. Arts & Science College. Kozhikode
X '

ABSTRACT

J , su ' Mlﬂ*ﬁ*ﬂhﬁ has synthesized with a view ro
y its ant; al and anrifungal activities. The structure of the
d by chemical analysis, and infrared spectral

' as mﬂrrwamnp:ud with Ampicillin using
n -.: pog a;l-ﬂ lntiﬁmill acrivity was compared with



wolin-2-ONES have p

CON 'I,i_"li_'l-u"l.l'i l."-T-I

v e pnfﬂ d tﬂ\lhﬂm

Jin-5-onesa

lrl"l]“l-l‘l-l"f anl P’\"l‘ Azl

srudies dhowed that cﬂtﬂﬂ -

iRCTCARCS the _f

iological ac .
:rnﬂlrmmm ‘_ e

M_ e

and cha
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LR e
15" ﬂmﬂﬂml.}mmdln

and refluxed in a waterbach for at
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! off and dried. It is then recrystallized from ¢

“ Symalvesis of ethyl acetoacetate derivative:

......_""""' wudhd-'lh
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_'i“.-"[hruq ol H. (S |11L'H"|"‘ 2 e H"-ﬁ"r"—n-_ rovyl). 1 bl
. . YR g t-.ll'_l "|HJ||J
S.one (CMBMP )

%)

| Yimole of frh}'lnﬂuli‘tutt detivarive was refluved wirl Whews [
benzene for Shrs.The contents lef overrighe. The resulring
was filtered and recrystallized from ethanol (yvield 0%

. Antimicrobial Studies

Fungal and bacterial strains used:

different w strains nmlr .r‘h?rfpﬂus H'rgrr, Asperpillus
Wsitious hﬂ?ﬂlﬂdﬂﬂﬂﬂh Albwcans and chree differens

strains namely, Staphylococcus aureus, Exchericha Coli and
: m were used I.'I'I. the present investganon.

ll-cut method® was used for the antifungal studies The
bum for demonstration of antifungal tests were prepared by
oli mmemtuﬂumﬁpﬁnud
100mL distilled water. The extract was taken to whih
- edium was auroclaved for 15 min and when the
mm:&-w:‘fﬂ#mh"ﬁ’l""ﬂ
plaved peuridisdses of Som. diamerer aad allowed 10 0o LV
par pun ﬂ{lﬂ-]mmhdnﬂ##““' “;
af L000ppm solutions d‘#a-wﬂﬂ'""“:; o
ﬂﬂmuﬂ'ﬁwudwﬂ S




cal ."-.:rn'-.nj‘u'

TR 1-.~.r||1m| Was used tor the antibacterial studin. oo
| nsc il 1154 I ey W 0 i R St B
Y l'._i 1IRA" '..'_.lr"'r "

gt and were impregnated with

m'tprtgmlttd with CMBMPM . *m : J.jﬁ ;

Libeled. One disc in every place was used for DMSO and »
for the standard Amplmlhn- 'I'lr-eglw vated fo
trs. and the diameter of the inhibition zone was measured.

j
. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The characterization of Ni-'{‘.i-chlumfz-methuxybc zoyl)s
methylpyrazolin-5-one (CMBMP) was made with the help
analytical-, physic-chemical and spectral data. :

Hf,_e(ﬁfehlntee&ma&lnxyben:uyl]a?umethylp;mzdiﬂ* ot
(CMBMP) isa pale-yellow solid with a melting point of 2006
The purity of the compound was established by TLC and eiem o
analysis. The percentages of carbon, hydrogen and mieroges & .
good agreement with the suggested formula C,,H, N zmuﬂ{- .
1). It was further established by infrared sprctml srudies.

TABLE 1
Analyrical data of N l-(E-chlnruﬂlnwl:hﬂsybemﬂfu']'
- methylpyrazolin-5-one (CMBMP) 2
Eo;nm;l \ [I.rhh_r Mult.||'lfu|uur| Mtil!ng | {'.L"ﬁ;.‘l H-i,"*ﬁ' N )
vy \ : Formula | W, | Point (*C) | | A
| PICH NOL 1655 | Pale- | 200 54.34 | 3E
: el 54.23) (3,761
l 'F' LY : IL
B6
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Wrgd Spectra

IR specerum of CMBMP was taken to confirm the ST ic tiive
mmmpﬂund The significant vibrational ban
| mlgnmcnts are gwcn hﬂlﬂW[ Lable 2).

ds and their

TABLE 2

Significant IR spectral bands (cm-1) of
CMBMP and their assignments

Com- | OC=0 | OC=0 | Pyrazolering | f_ nff}i.}_ P, of CH,
pound | (ring) | (amide) | Strerch cane)
CMBMP| 1692 | 1645 1556 1456 | 1370

d spectrum of CMBMP is compared with similar
mmndsf‘ Thert are two carbnn}rl groups present in
mC"G vibrmun bands of the rlng carbun:,l group

e ar 1692¢m and tht of the amide group i present
5¢ ively. CMBMP exists in the keto form. The other

.- are 1556cm ! (Pyrazole ring stretch, 1456cm ™
aud;l':l?ﬂmn"( B, nfCH;] The structure of CMBMP
15 confirmed as Figure 1.



yne nt'inhil‘-iiiun was measured, The dise
!

Je solvents nd
activity. The experimental resy

ducted with

I:l‘IL' St;mdﬂrd u5¢d ,




¢. CONCLUSIONS

The results show that CMBMP show high
.tnd l‘i.’h‘rnn.ﬂ strains. It 5]'1;1\#.'5 more .u_'ti!,'::}- I tsed
The T'nq,-{-,sngamr has J,I!‘E'.:td}' tested similar ¢ I'I]'I]‘_'I-['uhf"l,"l_-.,; and their
complexes®It has been observed thar certain substiru
Fing has the ability to enhance the antimicrobiz]
myvestigation could not be conducted due ro the pathogenic nature of
the microorganisms used and also due to lack of Faciliries. Amore cleas
idea of the activity can be derived if their mechanism of action can be
predicted. Hence further studies in the fields are essential,
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Industrialization and E

Consciousness: A Kerala Experic

AL d,c__-migmgmment*s contract with Birla Group to se
_Iup - modern factory that brought the fertile agricultural
called Mavoor into the industrial map of India. The contract was
signed on 30th May, 1958 by the then Industrial Minister KB
Gopalan and the representatives of the Birla Group. On the basis
of this the Birla Group was permirted to start a Pulp Factory at
Mavoor in Kozhikode District with a capacity to produce 100 tons:
of rayons pulp in every year.

| The availability of water in Chaliyar river, bamboo forests i
Nilambur, proximity to Kozhikode city with electricity, rail and.
road rransport facilities were the basic factors that led the Hir{a’_‘.
mEnagement to choose Mavoor as the ideal place t© o
::if::;gf:;ﬁ‘?“”}’ fl’fﬂk it.litiutivus to build roads 9.11;1* t;::{ﬁ
for constructi *i""ﬂﬂl'- Heieryide green viliage Wil t.lsrhinﬂi
The w ting concrete buildings and erecting huge ™ side

2y of life of the workers and officials who cam¢ fre

ARcH IL“'FW'

1 O

gﬂ .
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I‘l’dd“ng:d the traditional lifestyle of (he People of M
rian culgure gt‘.‘tdu.‘llly gave way to indusey 1al eyl e

~ The factory named ‘Mavoor Gwalior R Ayons F;
established in 1963 with the Pulp Division . ACEOLY yae

|'”'\- }'F"dfq I-”l"rl |'|"|_

lﬂ'iw Fiber Fﬂil‘ﬂi“}"l was Eﬁt-ﬂ.l}liﬁhcd to }}rndm'r fibe
#P#’hmldhc nﬂtﬂd thﬂ:t It was the ﬁrﬂf factnr}r in the world

uprudunﬂi rayon gﬁdt pUIp from bamboo.
| 'Ihmﬂiwd '!-"f Fw‘du’ﬂnﬂ ‘Pl-llp in this F.'.lctur],r was known 23
Craft or Sulphate Process. Rayons and papers were produced from
*pﬂp.&:& wood logs were cut into small pieces after peeling
|1 e ces were soaked in the d.lge.srer with sulphuric acid before
washing and draining water it is boiled again to get a
rown coloured paste. This is diluted in warer to ger slurry’ when
ater content is removed. ‘Slurry’ is washed and bleached several
times to get the purified pulp which is stored as dried sheets.
+ two lakh rons raw material per year.
;"' : government offered chart it would give bamboo, the

e
T PR =

€ raw material at the rate of rupee one per ron. Larer in
1968 the government extended this offer for 10 more years. Bus
| r.—‘: 2 m“hm of bamboo, the government
ol s at a rate of Rs.20 per ton. In 1968 after the

#ablishment of the second factory it bought 300 Jatn

e
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1at the forests are exploiting at a larger quantiy
the private forests. It also inerensod
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L Pnons and strikes were 1‘“ v -""
e blighment of the company “l:' Brim > z
-3 . 1'h o . SPPS |
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1 1963 the firse serike
was started at

against nnuirunmcnflis e
Mavoor. The angry mass mtrchai; o
company was led by EK K. Mohammed, -Khndﬂw e
Rahman, They broke the company gate mdfutf‘-i e
the company. The company soon stopped Funmﬂmnﬂr i
initiatives of the District Collector an agreement was -
the representatives of the company. This is considered o
the earliest cases of environmental movements ltiﬂ'd t i
But the terms and conditions of the agrn#ﬂ':; e
completely followed by the company authoricies &

the river continued. The company then consructed # PSR

sand sacks and ‘Nﬂ.ﬂl pumping pure water for its recul
H.
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were vankc;‘l and diﬁl‘l'i.ml]t'd 1t So0n Un 23
" F i |

IW'CIW}’}'” Defense Committee’ was formed and i
cake up the problem legally.

Afeer the establishment of a fiber unir in 1968, 4],
iﬁlﬂ!’bﬁﬂ &isulphidc bcgan to pﬂ"utf‘ the air as “'L.:] ‘-.,Ii:rli1 11 '.‘!
pecame severe the p:npl: started vigorous ﬂgimrmnl_ In '::.,:
Et'rﬂiﬂﬁ ﬂde of I.:hg masses !:hr:; government formed an expert
Mm: in Q?dtr to enquire into the problem. This gave 4
temporar halt to the movement.

- .-; ﬁﬁtw of the commitree the company was compelled

- m* ng lagoons. As a result of this, the level of warer
ecreased considerably. But the company did not take any
s to check the air pollution.

T 'ﬁi&mndrﬁnns become worsened again. The people
aliyar Seriker's Co-ordination Committee with K.A.
ts convener. | he committee decided to obseruct the
the bund. On 26th November 1973 a large mass
Fcrry[kadavu} and forced the company o
jor of the bund. Though continuous discussions
cough the Collector all of them met with failure
_:_: i :- themmi’?ﬂl' bun d Asa resulr of this action

o the factory also became polluted leading ©

1 I"r'1:r“_|,!.,§|_I

u}r'ﬂ.ir,t '

he p 5 of the then defense Minister K Karunakaran 31
|I . - : el REWLE - d :hgsrrik:m It w:ﬁ

hed berween the company a1 ally 6.5
' offluence of the cumpiﬂ}'ﬂt(:h““ga s
ent, signed on 14th Dﬁ“"‘!’f’

w — inked 1



\

Minister M.K.Raghavan ordered to lay ff

o

Wd’ the Ramanilayam Agreement were fully impl
The company which was laid off in March 25,1979 a
in December 18, 1980 After the pipeline was ex rendec

Even then the problems were not resolved. Teby
more severe after flowing effluence at Chungappally. U inking
and agriculture were adversely affected with the polluted We
Chungappally and other parts of the locality. The problem j‘:;
more worse when the pipeline was broken in 1982, Peopi€
decared that they will not allow maintaining the pipeline WH
gerting the assurance for refining the remaining poll red
Though the company filed a case in High Court demanding]

protection to repair the pipeline, the court verdict was not i
of them. On the basis of the court

order the company S€tS
refining system which was also proved ineffective. 4
On 24th March 1982 ewenty social workers WIS
!’ll‘!iljl:?ill‘.i; ol l};- --]'-"‘I-"ijay,mudh.w.m, suhn‘l_ittﬂd a ”
t .””“m”:- ';'.(-I‘ILII'J]. Ministry l'hl‘n formed A BN
e : r:; er the leadership ol Ramanandh
,.”:_“m_li bea mll... committee which came on Bth hu“' .
g e ensity of the pollution in llh:lllfiftﬂ_-
¢ put torward ten rn‘mmm'ndal'.l'.uﬁl_ll'i'.
" ",
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factory Or roral prrv{'nllﬂn of the pnﬂuﬁm'rhm -

a proc¢ FSS10N parthl[‘lﬂl’fdwbm¢ H m ﬂiﬂ
by K.A. e

cclay fast was begun by 4

(A8 K.A. Rnhman l'li 15 *n;i fa 3-: 1 L

chis time)s K.AGa ﬁ

-are forward to undery

[lamaram, an 1 yal;

"'L.f

e ice conditions. In a wa ,. '
glect the | e;; 3 W of the community. F
| ,,j't"f*"‘" -rs Organization (GRDW}
7 -' miner ltidi‘.‘r Mr.Vasu pc-pularly
imﬂlﬂﬁ way which was which could h:
| Mm In a public meeting held at
n f code in December 1997 he demanded th
Ip unit should be closed down and the factory
. 5# the production of non- -polluting materials.
- Ung Mdrmmmwcs the environmental and labour
”*m}' their final signals for a perm anent solunons &
m was not amenable to reasons and rook a decision b
hﬂltlmdmtmﬂ in May 1999, On 23rd August | '
gave request to the government for closure. Howevel "
reasons were also arrributed as to shut down t
the above questions, Important among y them were the ssatt

materials, loss of the company because ol che hike vt the ¥

he com p-ln“i' |

9%

k.
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W materials, labour problems, etc. There is another

\ B e wid view that the
E&* company could not compete with the global
"

Companies in
sl"balizat:un. Whatever may be the cause, the ghvernment

mrded the closure of the company on 7th July 2001.

After its closure the question remains, who WL
M tﬂwﬁd;ﬁﬂs:‘ The workers got bi‘:m:l‘ fnm]xnsatiﬂn. The management
Jost nothing because they acquired plenty of benefits in the heydays
of the company. The actual loss fell on the common pn:n.}pl;:. The [-',1[;11
; | diseases like cancer took many valuable lives. FI]IEdrEmn.lnrs of such
* diseases are still found in an around the old industrial town.

The market and surroundings in Mavoor are still inactive and
pensive eventhough a lot of buildings came into existence. Though
w of the trade union leaders of the previous company became
important political figures in the course of time, none took any
important measure to reawaken this industrial area which was
once acted as their political nursery. Their flowery promises still
rest in files. The isolated Grasim quarters and adjacent buildings,
W machineries are remaining as a memory of the lost glory of
the company.

an era of

offic 1ally

the resl

Notes and References

~ Notice IV.pl
: e for Permissic Closure, 23" August 1999, Annexure 27
:1 lml m;ﬂﬂﬂ": Gwl:lln:rFR#?ﬂnl Pulp and Fiber Workers Union (C1 TU)
o~ .MMW: Grasim Vyavasayarhe Prosecute Lh;!i:‘::‘
M]r(Tﬂmt Chaliyar Pollution: Prosecute the Grasim Industry’

i}
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1

iy Sahitya Parishad, Kochi, 1999, pp-3-4
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